Volume 55, Number May 2021

A

HTANT

I

Official Newsletter of The Atlanta Chapter of the

American Theatre Organ Society

Mark Your Calendar Now!

May Chapter Program
Sunday - May 23rd
2:30 pm
Fabulous Fox Theatre

Featuring Ken Double
and Rick McGee
On “Mighty Mo”
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Please renew your ATOS Chapter membership if you haven't done so.
Level Base Cap

Student $17.50

Basic $35.00
Donor $36.00| $99.00
"~ MEMBERSHIP Contributor | $100.00 | $199.00
' MATTER S Sponsor $200.00 | $299.00
Patron $300.00 [ And up




Atlanta Chapter,
American Theatre Organ Society
P.O. Box 426
Marietta, Georgia 30061-0426
404-790-5400
www.atosatlanta.org
www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta

ACATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt
organization under Section 501.c.3
of the Internal Revenue Code.

Chapter President - Ken Double
Vice President - Ron Carter
Treasurer - Paul Beavin
Secretary - Larry Davis
Newsletter Editor - Debbie Chambless
Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis
Membership Director - Janis Beavin
Board members:

John Tanner

Eddie Hulsey, Jr.

Larry Davis

Randy Hendry

Lee Lanier

Rick McGee

David Yackman
Strand Project — Ron Carter
Page Project — Jack Sandow

THE CHAPTER IS GETTING BUSY AGAIN!

It is a thrill to be able to write about some exciting things, and
some very basic things we probably took for granted — such as a
real, live, actual, in-person chapter meeting!

Sunday, May 23" at 2:30 p.m., our chapter meetings resume
with a gathering at the Fabulous Fox Theatre, and a chance to
see the sparkling, spectacular refurbished Méller console, and
hear the singular sound of one of the most thrilling pipe organs
ever created.

Yours truly, and Rick McGee, who “share the Howard seat” will
do the honors, with open console time for those who wish to
“get their mitts” on the great Mighty Mo. Here are the
particulars:

o Enter the Fox near the Stage Door entrance on Ponce de
Leon Avenue

o Doors open at 2 p.m., program begins at 2:30

« Parkingis anissue as construction has wiped out most
available lots. Some parking on West Peachtree Street. The
loading dock area on Ponce de Leon near the Fox is not
available, so that is limited. Parking in the Georgian Terrace
is available, as is the old AT&T lot immediately north of the
Fox on Peachtree Street. MARTA stops at North Avenue
station, and is convenient

o Masks are required and social distancing protocols are in
effect

» Following the meeting, we have reserved the Social Room in
the Windsor over Peachtree building. Enter on North Avenue
(around the corner from the Fox), and you will be directed to
the Social Room on the Mezzanine Level (third floor).

It just wouldn’t be a meeting without some snacks and
beverages, and since that can’t be done at the Fox, we will go
next door and party there. Sorry to tell you that while the
swimming pool is right next to the Social Room, it will be off
limits. So do NOT bring your swimwear!

(continued on next page)
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MORE MEETING NEWS

We will continue back on the monthly schedule with a June gathering at the Plaza Theatre
on Ponce de Leon, and a chance to hear the marvelous Allen LLQ324 theatre organ that
sounds just luscious in the grand old Plaza Theatre.

Due to the theatre’s film schedule with matinee’s on weekends, the June chapter meeting
will be on Saturday, June 12 at High Noon. The Plaza Theatre is located at 1049 Ponce de
Leon Avenue. There is parking available both in front of and behind the theatre. The June
artist will be announced next month.

By holding these first two meetings in large theatres, we have the opportunity to do social
distancing while we gather, which is wonderful.

Special thanks to Allan Vella, President of the Fox, and Shelly Kleppsattel, Amy Smith and
the staff of the Fox for their hospitality. And thanks to Chris Escobar, the owner of the
Plaza Theatre, and manager Richard Martin, who love having the theatre organ in their
historic property. (For those who don’t know, Chris is the son-in-law of Hector Olivera. Of
course, Chris wanted a theatre organ in his theatre!!)

It’s great to be back in the business of meetings, and fellowship, and sharing our love for
the theatre organ together!

MORE NEWS

With the sponsorship of Art Schlueter and the pipe organ company that bears his name,
there is a new recording on Mighty Mo in the works. More on that as it develops.

The crew will soon be back at work on weekends in Stone Mountain, getting our great
Page organ back in tip-top shape. A couple of major projects, including the installation of
its original Krumet rank, and the delays forced by COVID-19, have found our Page all too
quiet of late. This upcoming work on installing the rank; completing some wiring tasks;
hooking up the last of the traps and sound effects will find the organ once again ready for
concerts.

Finally, if you know of someone who might enjoy our music, do not be bashful about in-
viting them to come along. As we have spoken of so often, our members — far more than
the instruments — are the life blood of any chapter. YOU all make ACATOS one of the most
successful chapters in all of ATOS. Bring the music-lovers you know and help us grow!

See you on the 23" and gads, won't it be fun!
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SHHHHH! THIS IS STILL A BIT OF A SECRET

What if we told you that we have a new theatre organ location in the works?
And what if we told you the location was a 2,000-seat Broadway-style theatre?
And what if it’s absolutely gorgeous?

And what if there was a lovely 450-seat concert hall right across the hallway?
And best of all, this was all managed by a guy who just LOVES the theatre organ?

The board and those involved in a committee have been in meetings putting the finishing
touches on an installation that could be very exciting. Since “the ink isn’t quite dry on the
page yet,” we will hold off on specifics. But this is going to be a very exciting new home for
theatre organ music. And no, we are not talking about the Lucas Theatre Wurlitzer in
Savannah. That’s a whole other story unfolding even as you read this!
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MEMBERSHIP
MATTERS

For those who have answered the call to renew your membership, thank you. A super special
thank you goes out to all those who donated over and above the regular membership dues.
Your support is what allows us to continue to do what we do and is vital to our long-term via-
bility. If you have inadvertently missed renewing your membership, please take care of that
asap. Beginning July 1, we will remove anyone who has not renewed from both our e-mail
and postal mailing lists. We know you don’t want to be left behind.

Paul Beavin

Welcome New Member
Rick Clear

Thanks to the following Members for their generous gifts!

Jeff Ayers
Paul and Janis Beavin
Tom Blackwell
David and Lori Burud
Denson Buttrey
Randy Cobb
John Daniel
Ken Double
Carroll Eddleman
Mark Goodman
Jim and Melanie Grier
Randy Hendry
Roger Lane
Dolton McAlpin
Gary Mitchell
Jay Mitchell
Corky Myers
Mark and Carrie Renwick
Arthur Schleuter Jr
Arthur Schleuter IlI
John Tanner
David Tuck
David Yackman



