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NO JULY PROGRAM 

President’s 

Message  
        This month’s 

message will serve 

as a mid-year report 

of sorts, to keep you updated on 

what has been done, what is in 

progress and what is planned for 

the rest of the year – and on into 

next year.  

        The Grande Page: Having 
sixteen ranks playing already, we 

are poised to add regulators, chests 

and pipes for the remaining ranks. 

In the Main: VDO Celeste, 

Dulciana, Unda Maris and Oboe 

Horn, while moving the Tuba to its 

own regulator and trem; in the 

Solo: Solo String Celeste, Trumpet 

(on the Post Horn Chest), and 

moving the Post Horn back a bit to 

try to tone it down. All of this is 

under the supervision, expertise of 

and with much effort from John 

Tanner. We haven’t given up re-
acquiring the Krumet Horn that 

was originally a part of this instru-

ment but if we can get it, it’s gonna 

cost us a pretty penny since it is an 

absolutely unique rank. We’ll see. 

If we can get it, it would be worth 

it. 

        Meanwhile, we have decided 

to bite the bullet and replace the 

keyboards. The current keyboards, 

(Continued on page 2) 

        Due to conflict with the 2015 ATOS National Convention, there will be no Atlanta Chapter program in July. 

Our normal  program schedule will resume in August with a program at the Rylander Theatre in Americus, GA on 

Saturday evening, August 8th at 7:30 pm, featuring Justin LaVoie in a public concert. Then followed on Sunday 

August 9th, 2:00 pm, by Bucky’s Birthday Bash in Butler, GA (North of Americus) with Justin LaVoie plus 

several Atlanta Chapter artists. Details and directions to follow in the August newsletter. 

And Then Came Jones – 

or – Gary Goes to School 

        Sunday, June 28th, 2015, at 

3:00 P.M, Stephenson High School 

was witness to the gathering of a 

varied group of folks for a musical 

breath from a Southern neighbor.  

Gary Jones, house organist of the 

Alabama Theatre, made a rare pil-

grimage to Atlanta, and we 

captured him and put him to work. 

        President Larry Davis greeted 

the attendees (Atlanta ATOS folks, 

practically everyone Jack Sandow 

knows, and a genial mob from 

Alabama,) and made announce-

ments of events and future 

happenings, a few of the upcoming 

programs, and then introduced our 

guest artist… 

        The Page console rose from 

the pit to the tune “There’s No 

Business Like Show Business,” and 

this proved to be the accomplished 

goal of the afternoon.  Then we 

were all taken dancing for a spin 

with “The Continental.”  No toes 

were crushed !! 

        Irving Berlin joined the show 

and told us “They Say Its Wonder-

ful” and he should know… 

Next, a great setting of the familiar 

“Bye –Bye, Blackbird” and then to 

a special event – 

        Gary was ringmaster for a 

medley from “Billy Rose’s 

“JUMBO”.”  Per Gary, it is not just 

“Jumbo,” but “Billy Rose’s 

“JUMBO” – and he meant it !!! 

        A “Happy Birthday” wish to a 

couple of Gary’s friends and then 

the great selection “Smoke Gets In 

Your Eyes” complete with the 

rarely presented verse ! 

       Then, for a little trip on the 

river with selections from 

“Showboat:” “Only Make Believe” 

and “Old Man River” brought the 

show to a close. 

       Closing the program, a joint-

collaboration between Alabama and 

Georgia, “Stars Fell on Alabama” 

and “Georgia on My Mind,” and 

not a single quarterback was lost !! 

       Called back for a well-

deserved encore, Gary left us with 

the message “Love Is Here To 

Stay !!!” 

       Come Back Soon, Gary!  You 

can even bring friends again – they 

were very well behaved !!! 

       Food followed in the Com-

mons area, and open console 

enjoyed by several players. 

       The Page is alive and well, 

and has a new league of fans….. 

       Offered  by Biz E. Body, a 
completely unbiased ear!   Remem-

ber, the walls / chambers, and 

lobby have ears !! 

Photo by Larry Davis 



(Continued from page 1) 

donated years ago through the great 

generosity of Kenn Fields, have 
served us well for the past several 

years – through the dedication and all 

the programs we’ve done for both the 

chapter and the school – but they are 

still reconfigured classical organ 

keyboards. Now that we have both a 

major donor – and we all know who 

that is, don’t we, Gary? – and funds 
from our very successful convention, 

we can spend some money to replace 

these with theatre organ keyboards 

specially constructed for this instru-

ment. These have already been 

specified in detail, ordered and will be 

here and installed probably by 

October. Rick McGee is poised to – 
for the final time – reconfigure the 

stoprail to accommodate the new 

Trumpet and other needed changes. A 

consultation meeting between Rick 

and Ken Double  in which I was 
included resulted in a final configura-

tion that will be what is expected by 

our major artists who will be perform-

ing for us there. I got my only wish – 

to change the Diaphone tab to what it 

really is, a Sousaphone. Naturally, my 

move was towards the historic 

original, and I consulted with Justin 

Nimmo and Carlton, who have just 

finished a magnificent renovation of 

the Embassy Page console. Then, with 

all of the ranks in, the stoprails 

respecified, and the new keyboards, 

Clark Wilson and Carlton Smith are 

coming down in January to tonally 

finish the instrument. Then it will be 

ready for the March program with the 

incomparable Richard Hills! This is 

going to be quite a year for the Page 

as we finally move it towards comple-

tion. If you’re available to join the 

crew, please contact Rick McGee and 

let’s see how we can put you to work. 

We need help to make all this happen 

in time!  

       Marietta High School, LLQ324: 
By the time you read this, the organ 

will have been tonally finished by 

Mark Herman, who flew here from 
Los Angeles and spent two days 

working on the instrument. The 

reconfigured movable platforms with 

the angled speakers have made an 

unbelievable difference in the quality 

of the sound of this installation. For 

these, we have three people to 

acknowledge: Bob McKoon, who 
originally offered us the idea of 

movable platforms as used in an 

installation in Newnan, Ron Carter, 
who worked to get these platforms 

and then get them modified, and Jim 

Ingram ,  who des igned  and 
constructed the modifications. Jim 

always seems to be there to do 

unusual things that no one else can do 

to make our efforts successful. The 

MPAC instrument is now ready for a 

dedication concert. Stay tuned!  

        Tivoli Theatre, Chattanooga: 
We are closely watching the develop-

ments in Chattanooga. The City 

(which owns the Tivoli and the Audi-

torium) is tentatively turning the 

operations of the two venues over to a 

private non-profit group that proposes 

to hire a management group to 

manage the theatres. How this will 

affect the use of the organ, mainte-

nance accessibility, and related issues 

is uncertain at this point. We are 

continuing as normal now with 

routine repairs and renovations – 

thanks to Larry Donaldson and the 

Alabama Chapter who put their 
expertise to work as we send parts to 

their shop in Birmingham. They really 

are the best resource for renovating 

Wurlitzers – I guess we all know 

why! When I showed up at the Tivoli 

last time I noticed that there had been 

a lot of cleanup done in and around 

the chambers, and I was informed that 

Tom Cronier was responsible. And 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

Ads or announcements for this newsletter:  

Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or 

elfields@yahoo.com 

Atlanta Chapter,   
American Theatre Organ Society 

 

P.O. Box 426 
Marietta, Georgia  30061-0426 

770-428-4091 
www.atosatlanta.org 

www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta 
 

AC/ATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under 
Section 501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue Code.   

 

Chapter President - Larry Davis 
Vice President - Ken Double 
Treasurer - Rick McGee 
Secretary - Randy Cobb 
Newsletter Editor - Elbert Fields 
Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis 

Birthday Party 
 

        Atlanta Chapter member 

Bob Fountain invites you to a 

birthday party for Helen Keller 

on Sunday, 26 July, 7 pm, 

McKinnon’ s  Louis ianne 

Restaurant, 3209 Maple Dr. in 

Buckhead. Free hors d’oeuvres 

will be served.  

        If you have questions, call 

Bob at 404-310-0398. 

        Former Atlanta Chapter 

member Chester Summers sends 
his greetings to the Chapter. He 

now lives between Michigan and 

Daytona and ran into Larry 

Donaldson from Alabama on a 

European organ crawl." 

Chester Summers 
Photo by Larry Donaldson 

Photo by  

Bert Allee 
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STRAND THEATRES 

AROUND THE STATE: 
By John Tanner 

 

        Between the times that I can 

manage to get an article  out for the 

newsletter, I thought that I would 

share some images of theatres from 

around the state that I have come 

across during my research. 

        Many of us are familiar with 

the Strand Theatre in Marietta and 

have enjoyed many of the programs 

that have been presented there.  The 

Strand in Marietta opened in the mid 

1930's and, except for a few brief 

years, has been an anchor on the 

Square in Marietta. 

        However, there were other 

Strand theaters, one was in Athens 

Georgia (Jan. 2012 Newsletter) 

which had a Kilgen pipe organ 

        The next was the Strand in 

Valdosta (Dec. 2010 Newsletter) 

which had some sort of automated 

musical device that they called a 

pipe organ. 

        Then finally the Strand in 

Atlanta, which was located on 

Peachtree Street next to the Muses 

building. The Atlanta Strand opened 

in 1914 and closed around 1923. 

Although it did not have an organ 

except for some sort of photoplayer, 

it did maintain a seven piece orches-

tra.   The theatre is long gone, but 

the building that it was in is still 

there. 

Strand Athens 

Strand Atlanta 

Strand Valdosta 
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recently, Lance Luce, who was an 
artist at the 2013 Convention, paid a 

visit to the theatre and wants to 

come back when he’s in the area 

again. 

         We need to make special 

mention of Ken Dolberry, the long-
time technical director for the Tivoli. 

For many, many years, he has been 

the one ongoing, reliable fixture 

there who has made our efforts 

possible. We have had no issues at 

all in getting access to the theatre to 

maintain the organ and he always 

works with us on the occasions 

when it is played to make sure the 

staging works out as it needs to. Ken 

has been a true treasure – and he’s 

retiring, I would say sadly, but he’s 

not sad! Your Board of Directors 

voted to allow me to present him 

with our President’s Award, which 

we did at our work session in June, 

“In recognition of your many contri-

butions to the success of the Tivoli’s 

Mighty Wurlitzer and the efforts of 

the Atlanta Chapter, ATOS to 

present the organ to the people of the 

City of Chattanooga.” Farewell, Ken 

and enjoy your retirement!  You will 

be missed.  

        I could have added a lot of 

names to the ones above, with other 

members of the Page crew and the 

Tivoli crew; certainly we could 

include Marc Patterson, facilities 
manager at MPAC.  The reason for 

highlighting these names is to point 

out that what gets done for this 

chapter and by this chapter is the 

result of the contributions of many 

people, including some who are not 

even members. One of the reasons 

our chapter is so strong is that we 

have so many people who will 

respond to the call in whatever ways 

they can to further our endeavors. 

All of those named above, and all 

those not named deserve our ongo-

ing thanks. Everything we enjoy is a 

result of your contributions.  

                               Stay in touch, 

Larry Davis 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS (Mark your Calendars) 

• July - No Chapter program  

• July 26th (Sunday), 2:30 pm at Rick McGee’s residence, ACATOS Board of Directors meeting. 

• August 8th (Saturday), 7:30 pm, Justin LaVoie at the Rylander in a public concert. 

• August 9th (Sunday), 2:00 pm,  Bucky’s Birthday Bash in Butler, GA with Justin LaVoie plus Ron 

Carter, Larry Davis, Ken Double, John McCall, Rick McGee and a cast of thousands! 

• August 16th (Sunday) Atlanta Fox Theatre presents “Celebrating the Legends.” The legend of Mighty Mo and 

the Kings of Silent Film Comedy. This event is part of the 40th anniversary of the Saving of the Fox and the 

CocaCola Summer Film Series. 

STRAND ORGAN RELATAED EVENTS:  
 

        Come support the Earl Smith Strand Theatre as it features the Atlanta Chapter's Mighty Allen GW-IV Theatre 

Organ and Chapter organists. Tickets may be purchased by calling the box office at 770-293-0080 or on the web at 

earlsmithstrand.org. 

• Sunday afternoon August 2nd 3:00 pm with organ pre-show at 2:30 pm SILENT COMEDY SHORTS - organists 

TBA. Sunday afternoon, August 30th, 3:00  pm with organ pre-show at 2:30 pm the silent academy award win-

ner WINGS, organist Ron Carter. 

PIPE-ORGAN CONSOLE, PEDALS AND BENCH AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE.  
 

        The Console, pedals, and original bench to a 1931 two-rank Pilcher pipe organ (originally installed in the 

First Baptist Church of Vidalia, GA. in the 1930's) are available at no charge.  Owner does not have the pipes nor 

blower system.  This is a church organ console, not a theater organ.  The console is made of what is believed to be 

oak. 

        Should any of our readers know of an individual, church, school or other organization who might be 

interested in having these items at no charge, please give them the following contact information: Andrew M. 

(ANDY) Thompson, 405 Durden Street, Vidalia, GA 30474-4600, Telephone 912-537-2467, email 

pearlpriceflst@bellsouth.net 

CHAPTER MEMBERS SERVING THE NATIONAL EFFORT AGAIN 
 

       The Atlanta Chapter of ATOS will once again be well represented on the ATOS national board of directors. 

The new Youth Representative to the Board is Albany's Josh Dill, who replaces Dan Minervini in the post. Josh is 

19 years old and is attending college in south Georgia. Josh attended the convention in Philadelphia. In addition, 

pending board approval (which is expected), Lee Lanier will be named the new Treasurer of  ATOS replacing our 

own Mike Hutcherson who has retired after six years serving ATOS.  This continues a long run of national service 

dating to Bucky Reddish's two terms of a member of the ATOS board. 

Open Console 
 

        Remember... there was an article on page 2 of the 

June 2015 Newsletter by Larry Davis titled “Thoughts 

on Open Console.” 

        To the left is the open-console photograph that 

was omitted from the article. 

        Note, the blower is turned off! 

 

(Article originally containing this photo by Larry 

Davis was published in the September 2014 

Newsletter.) 

Piccadilly 

Theatre Organ 

Console 


