Atlanta Chapter,

American Theatre Organ Society

July 2010

EARL SMITH

"'STRAND !

sr
=

HOME OF ATLANTA LYRIC THEATRE

Please plan to attend a special public
screening of CHAPLIN SHORT
COMEDIES accompanied on the
Strand’s mighty Allen Theatre Organ by
Atlanta Chapter organists, Ron Carter,
Rick McGee, Larry Davis and Phillip
Allen on Sunday afternoon, July 11™
beginning at 3 pm. Special price for
ATOS Members of only $5.00.

Parking is free around the square
and in the County parking deck. The
concession stand will be open; you can
bring your refreshments into the
auditorium! This is a great way to spend
a HOT SUNDAY afternoon in the
coolness of a restored 1935 movie
theatre while escaping to the wonderful
antics of Charlie Chaplin!

Come hear the newly purchased
Digital toy counter as it provides special
effects for these hilarious silent
comedies played from the console of the
mighty Allen!!

The name Charles Chaplin evokes
the image of a character with a brush-
like moustache in a derby, oversized
trousers, floppy shoes and a cane. He
was the “TRAMP”. The story of
Charles Chaplin’s rise to fame is a
remarkable one. Born in South London
on April 16, 1889, his childhood was
one of poverty, insecurity, and near des-
titution. Having a mother who suffered
from mental illness and a father who
deserted them, the young Charles was
often left to his own devices. It was at
the tender age of 9 that he made his
debut at the Tivoli Theatre Manchester
with a clog-dancing troupe. It is because
of the hardships he endured as a child
that he was so driven to succeed. Rather
than forget his background he continu-
ously referred to these experiences
which were so much a part of him when
he began his career in silent film.
Charlie Chaplin made the world laugh,

July Program at the Earl Smith Strand Theatre on the
Marietta Square —Sunday, July 11", 3 pm - Tickets $5

cry and think because of his genius and
versatility. Charlie died in 1977 in
Switzerland as Sir Charles Chaplin
where he lived in exile voluntarily but
his legend will live forever.

Come see and hear two hours of his
early comedies such as Work (1915),
Charles Recreation (1914) and many
more performed live by our very
accomplished ATOS Chapter organists.
Each organist will do one solo console
riser, introduce their film and then take
off into a simpler and funnier time!!
Come early and have lunch on the
historic Marietta Square. Invite a friend
and introduce them to how a silent film
is to be presented - live on a theatre
organ!! Hear how each organist
approaches their silent film accompani-
ment! Get your tickets early by calling
the Strand Box Office at 770-293-0080
or purchase on line at www.
earlsmithstrand.org .

Theatres of Georgia with
pipe organs: Part 5

By John Tanner

The Albany Theatre

Since we were in Americus, Georgia
in the last newsletter, I thought it would
be a good idea to continue our travels
around the southwestern part of the
State by heading down the road to
Albany, Georgia and see what kind of
theatre organ history could be found
there.

The city of Albany, or if you are from
around those parts, it is either
pronounced “All-ben-ny” or “Al-bain-
ny,” was named for the capitol of New
York State, or if you prefer the Duke of
York, who in Scotland was the Duke of
Albany. Aside from the name, the only
other item of note that it shares with the
New York Albany, is that both cities are
at the heads of navigation; in this case,
the Flint River. Settled in 1836 and
finally chartered by the State in 1838,
Albany quickly grew into a center for
commerce and trade.

Around 1910, Adolph,

Ike, and

Henry Gortatowsky would form
Gortatowsky Enterprises, which would
control most of the theatrical outlets for
Albany. Starting with the Rawlings
Theatre in 1911, and then the Liberty
theatre in 1912, the Gortatowsky
Brothers in the 1920’s would go on to
operate theatres in Valdosta, Americus,
Cordele, and several cities in Florida.

In 1926, the Gortatowsky Brothers
developed plans for a new theatre in
Albany to be built on property leased
from the Samual Farkas estate. Theatre
architect Roy Benjamin was hired to
design the new theatre. Benjamin chose
to design the theatre in the Classical
Revival Style.

On September 12, 1927, the Albany
Theatre “The Largest and Finest
Amusement House in Georgia, South of
Atlanta” opened its doors to the theatre
going public of southwest Georgia.

The opening program was quite an
affair which started with the “Stars and
Stripes Forever” performed by the
Albany Theatre Orchestra and Organ.
Then there were opening comments by
local leaders of the community,

Marquee of the Albany Theatre
shortly before opening in 1927

followed by the Pathé News. Next was
“A Novelty in Technicolor” with violin,
cello and piano accompaniment, then
“A Trip Through the Organ” with H.L
Tallman at the console, and a Pathé
Comedy, followed by the overture
“Fingal’s Cave,” with Ralph Barnes
conducting the Albany Theatre
Orchestra. After that, there was a
prologue “The Richest Clown” and then
finally the feature film, “The Magic

(Continued on page 3)
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Don’t forget the continuing need for donations to make our $300 per
month payments on the Allen digital theatre organ being used at the Strand

Theatre. Make your checks payable to:

“Atlanta Chapter, ATOS”. Enter “Allen Organ” on the memo line and
mail to: Atlanta Chapter, ATOS, Attention: Treasurer, P.O. Box 426,

Marietta, GA 30061-0426.

Please revise your copy of our Membership Directory to correct the
phone number for Joe Mackrovitch to 770-292-9558.

Ads or announcements for this newsletter:
Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or
elfields@yahoo.com

Our sincere sympathy to Bradley

Hale on the passing of his wife
Anne Sheffield Hale.

Welcome New Member
Martha Price Thompson
407 Durden Street
Vidalia, GA 30474-4600
800-917-7667
pearlpriceflst@bellsouth.net

Martha has an extensive background
in organ having worked her way
through Bessie Tift College in Forsyth,
GA as a concert artist. She was organist
and music director at Forsyth 1st Baptist
Church, played organ for special events
at the old Macon City Auditorium and

for USO shows on “Mighty Mo” at the
Atlanta Fox Theatre. From 1950-1971,
Martha was organist, music director and
children’s choir director at Vidalia 1st
Baptist Church and directed the first
ever performance of Handel’s Messiah
in Vidalia.

She was named Georgia Older
Worker for the year by the Governor’s
Council on Aging, having been in the
florist industry for 61 years. At Pearl
Price Florist, Martha supervises a staff
of five, each of which has been with her
for 40 years.

Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars)

e July 11, 3:00 pm — Chapter Program — Chapter organists Phillip Allen, Ron Carter, Larry Davis and Rick McGee
accompany two hours of Charlie Chaplin silent comedy shorts at the Strand Theater (See article on Page 1)

e July 14, 7:00 pm — Ron Carter will be accompanying The General at the Riviera Theatre in Buffalo, New York

e July 14, 7:30 pm — Peachtree Road UMC presents University of Texas Professor of Organ and Sacred Music Gerry
Hancock in concert. $10 suggested donation. Call 404-240-8212 for more information.

e August 10 at 7:30 pm (Tuesday) — The American Theatre Organ Society and Turner Classic Movies (TCM) present a
special screening of the 1927 silent film The General, starring Buster Keaton as a part of the 2010 Coca-Cola Summer Film
Festival at the Fox Theatre. Renowned theatre organist and silent film scorer Clark Wilson will play the Fox Theatre’s
“Mighty Mo” theatre organ during the screening.

e August 15, Meridian. MS — Larry Davis will be playing a public program and a short silent film on the 3/8 Robert Morton
in the Temple Theatre.

e August 22, 3:00 pm, Chapter Meeting and Concert — Bucky’s Bodacious Birthday Bash... featuring Ms. Donna Parker,
national theatre organ artist and Mr. Nathan Avakian, winner of the 2009 ATOS Young Organist Competition, both in
concert at the Reddish residence on the Mighty Walker RTO-335.

e September 12, 3:00 pm, Chapter Meeting and Concert — A4 concert by Ron Carter and Friends ... will be presented at
the home of Ron and Donna Carter on their magnificent Allen GW4 Digital Theatre Organ. Special guest: Mr. Harper
Harris from the Southern Museum of Civil War and Locomotive History.

e  October 16th, 3:00 pm, Chapter Meeting and Concert — A Trip to the Rylander Theatre in Americus, GA featuring
John McCall in Concert on its restored 1928 3/11 Mdller Theatre Pipe Organ; complete with a newly installed and more
powerful blower. The concert will be followed by a dinner break and then it’s open console time back at the Moller.

e November 14, 3:00 pm, Chapter Meeting and Concert — Mr. Jim Riggs in Concert ... featuring Mr. Jim Riggs, National
Theatre Organ Artist, originally from California (via Wichita, Kansas), in concert at the Reddish Residence at the Mighty
Walker RTO-335.

Atlanta Chapter, ATOS Artists Perform at the Strand Theatre

July 7, 10 am — Larry Davis presents an organ pre-show at for the children's film Curious George

July 14, 10 am — Larry Davis presents an organ pre-show for the children's film Ice Age

July 17, 7:30 pm — Rick McGee presents an organ pre-show for the classic film Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
August 29, 3 pm — Ron Carter accompanies the silent-film classic Wings
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Flame,” starring Ronald Coleman and
Vilma Banky.

Left organ chamber grill in 1927

Of all the theatres that I have
researched, the Albany Theatre has to
win the top prize for the amount of
coverage that it received prior to its
opening. The Saturday issue of the
Albany Herald, two days before the
opening, was almost totally devoted to
coverage of the theatre. Articles on
every item concerning the construction,
furnishing, management and
programming filled the Saturday
edition. It seemed that anybody who had
provided any sort of material used in
construction, any provider of
furnishings, or any other supplies, took
out a congratulatory ad for the theatre.

After the Albany Theatre opened, it
quickly settled into being the major
theatre for Albany and southwest
Georgia. Seating close to 1500 and

having a large stage, it could host most
traveling shows. In 1929, the theatre
made the transition to sound films.
Except for a tornado hitting the building
in 1940, the Albany Theatre remained in
operation until the early 1970s.

By then, all the excitement of the
opening day had turned to complete
neglect. Since the 70’s the building has
remained closed and in a state of
abandonment and deterioration, once a
situation not that uncommon with many
downtown theatres. Realizing the
importance of reviving the downtown
area, the Friends of the Albany Theatre
and the Oglethorpe Development Group
came together to begin restoration of the
theatre in 1999. A restored Albany
Theatre would then become one of the
cornerstones in the revitalization effort.

Sl

stage vi

from balcony
in 2000

Phase 1, was to refurbish the retail
and office areas of the building, which
has been carried out to a large degree.
Phase 2, was the restoration of the
theatre. However, progress in this area
has for various reasons come to a
standstill, the result being that the
theater portion of the building is
continuing to deteriorate, with its future
uncertain.

Given the uncertain economic times
and all the hardships that can entail, it is
understandable how a project like this
can come to a halt. Hopefully,
conditions will improve to a degree in
which the economic climate is
appropriate to carry out such a
restoration or at least stabilize the
building from further deterioration until
a full restoration effort can be
completed -- before it is too late.

When the Albany Theatre opened,
one of the attractions was the Robert
Morton organ, whose console sat over in
the left side of the orchestra pit. At 3
manuals and 8 ranks it was the second
largest Robert Morton installed in
Georgia. The eight ranks and

percussions were distributed in two
good size chambers on each side of the
auditorium. Reported to have cost
$25,000 dollars (the Fox Moller only
cost $40,000) you would have thought
that it would have had a combination

action!

Robert Morton console in 1927

Again, I have to let the reporter for
the newspaper at the time, describe the
organ, because I could not possibly
come up with some of the facts and
spellings that they have, but then, he
was there.

“WONDERFUL ORGAN AT
ALBANY THEATRE HAS 9 SETS OF
PIPES.

“Divided, Three-Manifold Type
Instrument Cost Management of New
Theater Just $25,000. Expert Job of
Installation Highly Praised, It is a
difficult task, and one I fain would shirk,
this of writing of the wonderful organ
which has been installed in the Albany
Theater. It is impossible not to lapse
into superlatives doing adequate justice
to that magical music producing
instrument.

“It is, first of all, a divided, three-
manifold organ, consisting of nine
complete sets of pipes, percussions,
drums, xylopones, chimes, cymbals, and
other effects. It cost the management of
the Albany Theater just $25,000.

“It contains, besides the orchestral
pipes, trumpets, orchestral oboe, vox
humana (human voice), kinura (oriental
stops), viol celest, violins, concert tibia,
tibia clausia (Large flutes), chimes,
xylopones, orchestral bells chysoclott
(harp), cymbals, tom toms, tambourines,
snare drums, plenlos, and novelty effects
(automobile horns, running feet, crashes
etc.).

“In part that is the mechanics of the
instrument. It is one of the finest organs
made, and the music which comes from

(Continued on page 4)
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it is—here’s that superlative—divine.
Musicians who know about such things
say that the expert who installed it-- a
Mpr. Perkins of New, York--did one of
the finist jobs possible. They say,
further, that its tonal qualities are
unsurpassed.

“As a layman, one whose musical
knowledge is limited to knowing ‘what 1
like and what I don’t like,” I say that this
organ is the most attractive feature of
the Albany Theater to me. I have
already heard it played a few times, 1
hope to hear in played many, many
times in the future.”

C.D.T. Albany Times Herald September
10, 1927.

Principal organist was H. L. (Mac)
Tallman and Miss Naomi Davidson as
the assistant organist. As with many
theatre organs, when sound films and
the Depression hit the organs by and
large became silent except for an
occasional use.

The Albany Theatre’s Robert Morton

French Horn
Pipes

also shared this fate. In the early 60’s,
Mr. Jim O. Mills bought and removed
the organ from the Albany Theatre and
installed it in his home in Reynolds,
Georgia. The organ remained in the
Mills residence until 1978 when the
organ was sold to Dr. Ralph Abernathy
of North Carolina. The organ is now
installed in his home in North Carolina,
with additions and a combination action.

Robert Morton console in 2004

Recently 1 discovered that the
University of Georgia has a project
called the “Georgia Newspaper Project”,
in which the purpose is to collect on

microfilm, copies of as many of the
newspapers that were ever published in
the State of Georgia, beginning all the
way back to Colonial times up through
the present.

As a result I have been able to drive
just the 45 miles (from my house) to the
UGA library in Athens, instead of
having to drive to the far reaches of the
state to look through these newspapers.
This will save me a lot of time and
expense. When I do go to some of these
towns I can spend more time in the
historical societies, and libraries looking
for other material besides the
newspapers, since I will already have
done that part of the research.

So here are some hints of places I
have found old theatres with organs. I
might go fishing in lake named after
Indians. I think I smell some sweet
onions. A Nu-Way Weiner would be
nice. Maybe we should drop in a
Snappy’s. Then see some Classic sites.

Turning the Page By Lary Davis

At Stephenson High School, things are proceeding apace to ready the 4-manual
console to play both the main and solo chambers. The wiring for the console is almost
all complete, and now the main focus will turn to setting up the file definitions in the
Artisan relay. Meanwhile, the chime action is dismantled and we have the formerly-
very-damaged French Horn pipes back from Trivo, with the Sousaphone/Diaphone
pipes soon to follow. We owe a great deal of thanks to George Miller of the Miller
Organ Company for bringing our pipes back along with some that he had to retrieve. By
doing so, he has saved us a great deal of money. Check with the crew and join us any
Saturday to lend a hand or to play or listen to this unique instrument.

At the Fox

From Fox website www.foxtheatre.org/ccff2010/thegeneral.aspx

On Tuesday, August 10th at 7:30 pm, the
American Theatre Organ Society and Turner
Classic Movies (TCM) present a special screen-
ing of the 1927 silent film The General, starring
. Buster Keaton as a part of the 2010 Coca-Cola
Summer Film Festival at the Atlanta Fox
Theatre.

Renowned theatre organist and silent film scorer Clark
Wilson will play the Fox Theatre’s “Mighty Mo” theatre
organ during the screening.

“Many of the silent films did not come with scores,”

At Peachtree Road UMC

Peachtree Road
~ United Methodist
Church (3180 Peachtree
Road, NW, Atlanta), as

j Clark Wilson

Summer Organ Festival,
organist Gerry Hancock, who is
Professor of Organ and Sacred Music
at the University of Texas in Austin.
He has served on the faculty of the
Julliard School in New York and
specializes in organ improvisation.

explains Ken Double, President and CEO of ATOS. “So the
theatre organists have had to create scores or improvise as
they watched the film. Clark has written his own score for
The General.” “Seeing a silent film at home doesn’t compare
to seeing it at a theatre with organ accompaniment,” adds
Double. “And there is no greater theatre than the Fox to truly
bring a silent film alive.”

The event is also part of the 100th Anniversary celebration
of the theatre organ. Early in the 1900°s some theatres had
church type organs but Wurlitzer built the first organ specifi-
cally for theatres in 1910.

The evening will be hosted by TCM weekend daytime
host, Ben Mankiewicz.

The finale on his program is a
symphony improvisation on a
submitted theme. Wednesday, July 14,
7:30 pm. $10 suggested donation.
Call: 404-240-8212

For more info see www.prumc.org.
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