
PRESIDENT'S 

MESSAGE…  

Move on to the 

Music 
        At Bucky’s Birthday Bash, our 
monthly meeting for August, Ken 
Double made two comments that are 
worth considering. The first came as a 
result of my very brief announcements 
and introduction when he commented 
favorably on the brevity of my 
comments, the absence of reading of 
minutes and committee reports, and 
that we were able to move on to the 
music. 
         There’s a reason we can move on 
to the music and it is your Board of 
Directors. Every year in November, 
you get a list of people who have been 

recruited to be on the board and to be 
the officers. “Recruited” is perhaps a 
gentle word to describe the process. In 
December, you duly vote for the slate 
of officers and the process fades back 
into the background until the next year. 
        But that group of people meets 
several times a year, members 
communicate in person, by phone, by 
text, by email to further the interests of 
the chapter. At our meetings, we 
conduct business, review minutes and 
reports, make plans for meetings, sort 
out the finances, consider at the long-
term future of the chapter.  You will be 
pleased to know that there’s not one 
“yes-man” on the board. All of the 
board members have ideas, all are 
passionate about their visions, their 
concerns, and their duties, and all 

assume responsibility to accomplish 
specific things that benefit all of us. 
         Because of this group of people 
working behind the scenes, we don’t 
need to take up time in our monthly 
meetings to conduct the business of the 
chapter – it is done in the board 
meetings. These are not closed 
meetings, by the way, and if you need 
to bring something to our attention or 
want to sit in, please get in touch with 
me. If you come to the meeting, 
though, beware – you could end up 
drafted to serve.  
         So this month, my thanks is 

directed to the members of the Board 

of Directors, past and present, who 
have been the reason for the 
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KEN DOUBLE IN CONCERT AT  STEPHENSON HIGH SCHOOL  ON  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH,  3:00 PM. 

SEPTEMBER AT THE 

PAGE WITH KEN 

DOUBLE 
With Major Work Scheduled, 

Last Chance To Hear It in 

2015! 
 

        The Atlanta Chapter will gather at 
Stephenson High School on Sunday, 
September 13th at 3:00 pm to hear the 
sounds of the glorious Grande Page 
Theatre Organ under the hands of our 
own Ken Double. 
        With major work to be done on 
the console to accommodate stops for 
the additional ranks, new keyboards 
from Organ Supply Industries, and the 
additional racking, wiring and winding 
of the final ranks of pipes, this will be 
the last chance to hear the Page in 
2015. 
        This work is in preparation for the 
tonal finishing in late January, and then 
Richard Hills in concert the first 

weekend in March. 
        So, come on to Stephenson High 
School, “the house that Jack 
built” (Jack Sandow, the indefatigable 
crew chief), and enjoy some music, 
refreshments and fellowship with the 
Grande Page organ. 

ALMOST ONE OF OUR OWN,  

KEN DOUBLE 

        He called Atlanta home from 
1992-94 when he was calling Atlanta 
Knights hockey games on radio and 
TV, and he has again called Atlanta 
home since 2009, Ken Double will 

entertain us at the Grande Page Organ 
at Stephenson High School September 
13th. 
        The President  and Chief 
Executive of the American Theatre 
Organ Society, Ken likes to joke that 
he “got smart late – twice!” in 
determining that Atlanta would be a 
good place for this homegrown 
Chicagoan to hang his hat. 
        And, having performed concerts 
on the Page organs at the Paramount 
Theatre in Anderson, IN and the 
Embassy Theatre in Ft. Wayne, IN, he 
has an affinity for this brand of theatre 
organ that our chapter now boasts at 
Stephenson High School. 
        Ken will have copies of his latest 
CD, LET’S PLAY TWO, and his latest 
DVD video recorded live at the 
Orpheum Theatre in Phoenix, AZ, on 
hand after the program. 
 



Theatres of Atlanta with 

Pipe Organs: 

Theatres and Organs of the 

African-American 

Community. 
By John Tanner 

 

         At the end of part two of my article 
on the Savannah theatres with organs, I 
stated that this was the end of my  series 
of articles on Georgia theatres with pipe 
organs. 
         Depending on your point of view 
that was not entirely correct. I have 
several articles planned that will have 
additional information on some of the 
first organs and theatres I wrote about, in 
which new information has been 
obtained.  However,  there was one 
group of theatres that I had not written 
about, not out of neglect, but out of the 
lack of good solid information.  These 
were the theatres in Atlanta that 
presented to the African-American 
community. 
         Back in the 1920's in Atlanta you 
had three major newspapers, The Atlanta 
Journal, The Atlanta Constitution, and 

the Atlanta Georgian. The times being 
what they were, with segregation and 
Jim Crow laws, these newspapers saw 
their readership as primarily the white 
community.  
         Events in the black community 
were usually not reported on to any great 
degree.  However, in the field of 
entertainment there were occasional 

reports that has help provide some of the 
information. 
         At that time The Atlanta 

Independent  was the only newspaper 
that focused it attentions primarily on 
events in the black community, 
and fortunately we have the surviving 
issues of this paper on micro film. 
         When you mention The Paramount 
Theatre, those who can remember, think 
of the theatre on Peachtree that was next 
to Loew's Grand. 
         Before it became the Paramount in 
1929, it was known as the Howard 
Theatre,  which opened it doors in 1920. 
But before the Howard/Paramount on 
Peachtree Street,  there was another 
theatre in Atlanta called The Paramount, 
and it was located on Auburn Avenue. 
         Little information is available 
about this theatre but the following 
article from The Atlanta Constitution, 
does shed some insight about the theatre. 
"On Monday, February 11, at 2:30 p.m. 

the Paramount Theatre, 192-1/2 Auburn 

Avenue re-opened its doors to the public 

after having closed for short period of 

time for the purpose of re-modeling the 

house. 

         As the patrons entered the lobby 

and passed on into the theatre 

exclamations of surprise and pleasure 

were heard in regard to the remarkable 

change that had taken place.  A beautiful 

stage effect greeted their eyes as they 

viewed the new curtain, stage sets, 

screen, and velvet curtain,  and the foot 

lights and the pit draped in green and 

white,  with a sunken garden of foliage 

and rose encircling the entire stage. 

        The sweet strains of classic and 

popular music produced by the pipe 

organ satisfied the most critical, as did 

the feature picture presenting  Gloria 

Swanson in "The Humming Bird." 

AC Feb. 14, 1924. 

        The pipe organ was probably an 
instrument called a "Reproduco," which 
was an upright piano that had two set of 
organ pipes built into it. These where 
built by the Operators Piano Company 
of Chicago.  A Paramount theatre in 
Atlanta is listed in their sales brochrue  
of about 1924, and at that is several 
years before the Howard changed to 
Paramount in 1929. 
        A little over nine months later  on 
October 23, 1924, The Atlanta 

Independent, carries the opening notice 
of a new theatre on West Hunter Street. 
 

THE CRYSTAL — THE SOUTH'S 

FINEST COLORED THEATRE:   

        " When the doors of the Crystal 

Theatre were thrown open to the public 

Monday, President Charlie F. Bailey 

and his associates in the Crystal Theatre 

Company gave Atlanta the finest theatre 

in the South devoted solely to the 

entertainment of colored people. 

        The Crystal which was built and 

equipped at an expenditure of $100,000, 

has a seating capacity of 1,200.  The 

floor has been specially constructed with 

the proper slant to assure an unimpaired 

view of the screen from every part of the 

auditorium.  A special  Minusa gold 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

Ads or announcements for this newsletter:  

Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or 

elfields@yahoo.com 

Atlanta Chapter,   
American Theatre Organ Society 

 

P.O. Box 426 
Marietta, Georgia  30061-0426 

404-725-1155 
www.atosatlanta.org 

www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta 
 

AC/ATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under 
Section 501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue Code.   

 

Chapter President - Larry Davis 
Vice President - Ken Double 
Treasurer - Rick McGee 
Secretary - Randy Cobb 
Newsletter Editor - Elbert Fields 
Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis Left and right set of gold-painted Conn pipes. Asking $300 for 

both sets. Please call Bob Fountain at 404-310-0398. 
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ongoing success of the chapter.  
        The second remark that Ken made concerned how much fun we have at 
our meetings. This was in response to a comment from Bob Fountain that I’ll let 
Ken tell you about in person (if you weren’t there). But it was a classic. Yes, we 
do have fun – that’s what it’s all about. Music, fun, and friendliness are the 
hallmarks of our chapter and those are the reasons we are all here.  

Stay in touch,,          
Larry Davis 
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A Southern Sojourn – or, 

Travels on the LaVoie 

Express ! 
         Saturday, August 8th, 2015, at 7:00 
pm a group of hardy travelers from the 
Atlanta Chapter, ATOS joined with a 
great group of locals in Americus, 
Georgia for a special event at the 
Rylander Theatre.  A young artist on the 
rise was in town to perform at the Mini-
MO – the Möller Theatre Pipe Organ 
installed in the theatre. 
         G r e e t i n g s  a n d  we l c ome 
announcements were made, and then 
National ATOS CEO and Atlanta 
Chapter member Ken Double introduced 
our artist for the evening, Mr. Justin 
LaVoie !! 

         No time wasted, the music got 
underway and the tone for a great 
concert was set.  A varied and well-
polished set featured such selections as: 
a selection from the vast library of songs 
recorded by Nat King Cole; A seldom-
heard Zez Confrey novelty “My Pet”; a 
selection of songs from “Meet Me in St. 
Louis”; “Moon Dance,” a Van Morrison 
favorite; a great medley from the 
Gershwin legacy; and the prelude to 
Bizet’s “Carmen.” 
         All too soon, it was time to 
intermiss.  And, then, back to the music ! 
         The second half brought more well-
presented arrangements: 
“Just One of Those Things” from the pen 
of Cole Porter; “If I Were a Bell” from 
‘Guys & Dolls’; a Johnny Mandel 
selection from ‘The Sandpiper,’ “The 
Shadow of Your Smile”; a Latin tango 
“La Cumparsita”; a selection of songs 
from the Billy Joel tribute show ‘Movin’ 
Out’; “Embraceable You” of George 
Gershwin, complete with the rarely-
heard verse; a Sousa march (snagged by 
the Marines) “Semper Fi”; and to round 
out the buffet – the overture to “The 
Barber of Saville” of Rossini. 

        A great, professional and 
entertaining concert – a wide variety in 
the music – and an audience that wanted 
more !  What else could you ask for. 
        The Moller was in top form, and 
via the capable nurturing of John Tanner, 
fully up to the demands placed by a 
formidable artist. 
PART II 
        Sunday, August 9th, beginning 
about 2:00 p.m., the band of invaders 
from Americus, Atlanta, and other 
territories (even North Carolina) were 
witness to the Bucky Birthday Bash in 
Butler, Georgia. 
        Chapter president, Larry Davis, 
greeted us and made the announcements 
for this and upcoming meetings.  He 
then invited Ken Double to get the music 
underway. 
        Ken introduced our host, chapter 
member Mr. Bucky Reddish.  After a 
greeting from Bucky, a surprise award 
was given to Bucky as the ATOS 2015 
Honorary Member.  

        Then, Ken introduced our guest 
artist from the previous evening in 
Americus, Mr. Justin LaVoie, and the 
music was on!! 
        “Just One of Those Things” was 
the opener, followed by a Sinatra/ 
Mandel selection, “Zing Went the 
Strings of My Heart.”  Next, a Bucky-
favorite “My Romance” and then a move 
to the 1960s with Frankie Valley and the 
4 Seasons hit “Working My Way Back 
to You.”  Another Bucky favorite, a full-
blown medley from “South Pacific” was 
next.  A Raymond Scott selection, “The 
Penguine” demonstrated the uniqueness 
of the composer and the ability of the 
Walker RTO 335 to provide the needed 
musical effect.  “The Shadow of Your 
Smile” from ‘The Sandpiper’ followed, 
leading into a Rube Blum selection 
“Spring Fever.”  A well-deserved encore 
call gave us a chance to take a ride on 
the “Caravan” a la Duke Ellington. 
Now was the time for the Butler 
intermission operation, then back for 

more music ! 
         A group of performers, referred to 
as “The Usual Suspects” provided a 
variety of selections for the party.  First 
up, Mr. Larry Davis: 
         Larry offered selections from “The 
Sound of Music,” and “The King and I.” 
         Next up, Mr. Ron Carter: 
         Ron opened with the up-tempo 
Gershwin favorite “Liza,” and then a 
rare selection recorded by Jesse 
Crawford, “Falling in Love with You.”  
A Perry Como selection, “I’m Gonna 
Love That Guy / Gal” and closing with a 
Lyn Larsen composition, “There’s a 
Place in My Heart for You.” 
         Following Ron was Mr. Rick 
McGee: 
         Another Lyn Larsen composition 
“Lovers Belong to Sorrento” was offered 
(the first song he ever played on Bucky’s 
Walker,) and then the up-tempo Berlin 
hit (with the verse) – “Who.”  A short 
three-tune selection from the Marx 
Brothers film/play – “The Cocoanuts”: 
“Sunny Florida,” “’Till the Sun Shines 
Through,” and “The Monkee-Doodle-
Doo.”  To close, the ballad “Where or 
When.” 
         The final suspect, Mr. Ken Double: 
         Ken offered a couple of selections, 
“All of Me” in a great swing 
arrangement, and a great piece not heard 
often, “Golden Days.” 
         Ken wanted to keep time short and 
moving along, and invited our guest 
artist for a follow-up selection. 
         Justin returned and gave us the 
prelude from “Carmen” to end the days 
festivities. 
         After a rousing “Happy Birthday” 
sung to Bucky by the Butler Pick-Up 
Choral Society, the food was found and 
the party on !! 

         A great weekend of Theatre Organ, 
artists, friends, birthday wishes all 
around. 

         Offered by Biz E. Body, a 
completely unbiased ear!   Remember, 
the walls / chambers, and Bucky’s 
balcony have ears !! 
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fibre screen has been installed to insure 

the highest efficiency in projection and 

two large Powers projectors will throw 

the picture to the screen from a fire-proof 

booth.  In fact, nothing has been 

overlooked in giving the patrons of the 

Crystal clear, strong pictures to the 

screen, with at the same time the least 

possible fire risk. 

         A $15,000 Kimball organ has been 

installed in an effort to give our patrons 

music equal, and in many cases superior 

to that of any other theatre in the city. 

Graham W. Jackson, well known in 

Atlanta, as the leader of the Seminole 

Syncopaters, will preside at the 

instrument  and on occasions the organ 

will be supplemented by an orchestra.  

This will be at such times as the Crystal 

is using screen productions which are 

released as "roadshows" and have their 

premium showing in the Atlanta Theatre, 

and when numerous "legitimate" 

attractions are used. 

         A full line of stage scenery has been 

installed and the depth of the stage will 

accommodate any attractions playing 

Southern  circuits. These "legitimate" 

attractions which have already been 

booked for the Crystal include such 

features as the Lafayette Players and 

other of that caliber. 

         The furnishings of the theatre have 

been selected for their beauty and for 

their restfulness.  In keeping with this, is 

the lighting system of the auditorium.  

Indirect fixtures overhead and on the side 

insure sufficient light within the theatre 

without disturbing the eyes." 

         Not very much is know about the 
Crystal Theatre and further research is 

needed,  Seating 1200 would have given 
it equal seating capacity of the Rialto 
theatre. Its is known that by the early 
thirties it is not listed in any of the theatre 
directories in the newspapers. 
        As to the fate of the Kimball organ 
its fate is also unknown. 
        Charlie Bailey (who was white) 
would run most of the black theaters in 
town,  Perhaps his best known was 
Bailey's 81 theatre on Decatur Street. 
Originally known as the Arcade Theatre 
which opened around 1907.  Its was 
known as the 81 Theatre before Bailey 
assumed control, in the early 1920's.  

        After Bailey took control he began a 
series of "Midnight Frolics" by exploiting 
some loop holes in the segregation and 
Jim Crow laws of the day. These 
"midnight frolics"  where the same acts 
that had appeared on the stage during the 
day for black audiences, but at midnight 
only white audiences were allowed.  This 
was one of the few ways at the time that 
white audiences in the South could see 
some of the top black entertainers and 
performers of the day. 
        In 1925,   Bailey remodeled the 81, 
which included a new front to the 
building, substantial  upgrading of the 
auditorium and stage facilities. Included 
was the installation of a $20,000 Kimball 
Theatre organ.  One of the opening 
performers was the legendary blues 
performer Bessie Smith. 
Graham Jackson was appointed music 
director and organist. 
        Bailey's 81 Theatre could be likened 
to the Apollo theatre in New York.  in 
that many of the major black artist 
performed there, (although many of them 
where not paid very much for there 

talents). Performers such as Bessie Smith, 
Noble Sissle, Eubie Blake, and Cab 
Calloway to name a few. 
        By the late 1950's many of the black 
entertainers where performing in other 
venues around Atlanta, and the 81 was in 
great need of repair and upkeep.  The 
Atlanta Housing Authority had purchased 
the theatre property and surrounding lots. 
In 1964 the property was sold to Georgia 
State College, which was planning a 
major expansion to its campus.  In 
August of 1964, Bailey's 81 was 
demolished. 

         The organ in Baileys 81 was a 2- 
manual 4-rank Kimball theatre  pipe 
organ with a complete percussion and toy 
counter. The  organ was removed around 
1960, and was once owned by former 
ATOS member John Bagley then by 
former member George Whitmire.  Parts 
of the organ have since been dispersed. 
         
Specification of the Bailey 81 organ is as 
follows. 
 
Ranks: 16' Flute                  97 pipes 
               8' Diapason          73 pipes 
               8' Violin               73 pipes 
               8' Vox Humana    73 pipes 
 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Bailey 81 about 1960 

Plaster decorations rescued by Charles 

Walker when  Bailey 81 was demolished 

in 1964. 
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Pedal: 
 
Acoustic Bass      32' 
Contra Bass         16' 
 Diapason              8' 
 Violin                   8' 
 Flute                     8' 
 Violin                   4' 
 Bass Drum 
 Cymbal 
 Snare Drum 
 
Accompiment (bottom manual) 
 
 Bourdon                16' 
 Diapason                 8' 
 Violin                      8' 
 Vox Humana           8' 
 Flute                        8' 
 Violin                      4' 
 Vox Humana           4' 
  Forest Flute            4' 
  Nazard                  2-2/3' 
Piccolo                    2' 
Xylophone               4' 
Glockenspiel           4' 
Snare Roll 
Snare Tap 
Muffled Drum 
Chinese Block Roll 

Chinese Block Tap 
Tom Tom 
Castanet 
Tambourine 
Shuffle 
 
 
Solo: 
 
Contra Viole            16' 
Vox Humana           16' 
Bourdon                   16' 
Diapason                   8' 
Violin                        8' 
Orch Oboe syn          8' 
Vox Humana             8' 
Flute                          8' 
Octave                       4' 
Violin                        4' 
Vox Humana             4' 
Forest Flute               4' 
Nazard                      2-2/3' 
Piccolo                      2' 
Tierce                        1-3/5' 
Xylophone                4' 
Glockenspeil             4' 
Orchestral  Bells       4' 
 
Accompaniment 2nd Touch 
 
Diapason                   8' 
Glockenspiel             4' 

Chimes                     
Snare Rollo  
Chinese Block Roll 
Triangle 
Bird 
 
Pedal 2nd Touch 
 
Chimes 
Base Drum 
Cymbal 
Snare Drum 
 
Buttons: Bird 1, Bird 2, Sleigh Bells 1, 
Sleigh Bells 2 
 
Main Tremolo 

 

Next Article: A movie palace at  a 
point east of west. 
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I'm downsizing and have a Hammond model 820 with Leslie speaker for sale. Both in good condition. The 
Leslie really ROCKS! The price is only $2,900.  Bill Thompson  678-521-7200 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars) 

Strand Movies with organ pops pre-slows. Come support the Earl Smith Strand 

Theatre as it features the Atlanta Chapter's Mighty Allen GW-IV Theatre Organ  

Tickets may be purchased by calling the box office at 770-293-0080 or on the web at 
www.earlsmithstrand.org. 

EARL SMITH STRAND CELEBRATES 80th Birthday featuring the Chapter's Mighty Allen Theatre organ played by 
Chapter Organists and guests!! 
 

Thursday September 24th 8 pm. Marietta's SYMPHONY ON THE SQUARE 50-piece orchestra presents a fabulous pops 
concert with music from Chicago, West Side Story, Amadeus, Gershwin, Les Mes and big band numbers from the 1920s and 
30s.. Vocals by Catherine Moulton (from Ron Carter and Friends) and baritone Dr. Oral Moses from Kennesaw University. Dr. 
Moses is an African-American vocalist in the Paul Roberts tradition!! and even A salute to Elvis Pressley! Then to cap off the 
evening a 12-minute TITANIC SUITE featuring the Mighty Allen playing with the orchestra! Tickets are only $20 or $25 VIP 
(VIP tickets holders will have a desert reception and open bar after the show and a meet and greet with the orchestra on the 
Strand's 4th floor and outdoor terrace). All seats are reserved seating and are going fast.  
 

Friday September 25th 8 pm with Organ Pre-show by Larry Davis A Classic Film being voted on by Strand Patrons. Title 
to be announced. 
 

Saturday September 26th 2 pm our 6th Annual Silent Comedy Shorts featuring organists Ron Carter, Larry Davis, Misha 
Stefanuk and Phillip Allen. Come ready to laugh, gasp and cheer at the antics of Buster Keaton, Charlie Chaplin, and Laurel 
and Hardy. Come early for a pops organ pre-show and sing-a-long. Tickets are general seating $10 and $9 for seniors, military, 
and students. 
 

Sunday October 25th at 3 pm with organ pops pre-show at 2:30 pm. The Victor Hugos’ 1928 silent classic THE MAN 

WHO LAUGHS! $10 or $9 for students, seniors, military.  
 
For all of the above shows tickets may be purchased at the Strand Box Office by calling 770-293-0080 or in person M-F from 

11 am to 6 pm, Saturdays from 9 am to 1 pm or on the web at www.earlsmithstrand.org. 

• September 13th,  (Sunday) 3:00 pm., Ken Double in concert at Stephenson High School 
 

• September 18th & 19th (Friday and Saturday nights ) In addition to his usual Wednesday night shows at McKinnon’s Lou-

isianne Restaurant, 3209 Maple Dr. in Buckhead, Atlanta Chapter member Bob Fountain is playing the organ  from 7:30 – 
11:00 pm. No Cover Charge. 

Directions to Stephenson High School 
 

From I-85 N - Turn South on Jimmy Carter Blvd. which changes to Mountain Industrial Blvd. and then Hairston at 
Memorial Dr. Go to the 3rd traffic light and turn left on Rockbridge Rd. When you cross the railroad tracks, continue 
two miles and turn right on Stephenson Rd. Go 1 mile. School is on the right. 

From I-285 - Exit on Memorial and turn East toward Stone Mountain. Turn right on Rockbridge Rd. and continue. When 
you cross the railroad tracks, continue two miles and turn right on Stephenson Rd. Go 1 mile. School is on the right. 

From I-20 West Side - Take Exit 74 and go north on Lithonia Industrial Blvd. Turn left on Stone Mt. Lithonia Rd. Go 
about a mile and turn right at the light onto S. Dishon Rd. Proceed approximately 1.25 miles (past a church on the right) 
and turn left on Alford which dead-ends into Stephenson Rd. Turn left. The school will be about 1/2 mile on your left.  

 

School address is: 701 Stephenson Road, Stone Mountain, GA 30087 


