
 

  

Please renew your ATOS Chapter membership if you haven't done so.  
 

  Level Base Cap 

Student    $17.50  

Basic    $35.00  

Donor    $75.00  $149.00 

Contributor  $150.00  $249.00 

Sponsor  $250.00  $499.00 

Patron  $500.00   And up 
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ATOS Atlanta 

A Letter from your President 

A SPOOKY, BUSY MONTH AHEAD;  
JAY MITCHELL AT THE PLAZA; MOVIES EVERYWHERE! 

 
For those who play silent films, the month of October can get 
really busy. For those who like silent films with theatre organ 
accompaniment, there is plenty to enjoy. 
 
National Silent Movie Day provided plenty of film fun, including 
marathon sessions at the Strand on the GW IV, and now The 
Phantom takes front and center stage/screen leading up to 
Halloween. 
 
We also hit the time of the year where the Atlanta Chapter 
leaders reach out to the membership to gauge interest among 
those interested to participate as members of the board of 
directors, or help with staging our chapter meetings and 
concerts. The work of operating ACATOS is both fun and 
rewarding, and not truly so taxing as to keep one awake at 
night. An example of that recently was our July “cleanup” date 
where 7 or 8 of us gathered at Stephenson HS and got a lot of 
really good stuff accomplished. 
 
If you have some time, and have some interest, call or email 
myself or Ron Carter or any board member (they’re listed on the 
cover of this missive), and let us know. There is always room for 
ideas and participation. 
 
Congrats to Debbie Chambless who received The Elizabeth “Liz” 
Fields Award from Board Member Larry Davis during our 
gathering at the Alabama Theatre. You will see more about that, 
and about Donnie Rankin’s great program, later in this 
newsletter. 
 
My life has been crazy for the last two weeks of September.  
Concerts in San Diego; LA (Nethercutt Collection); the Anderson 
Paramount (silent movie); and the Hilbert Circle Theatre in 
downtown Indianapolis….all four events within 12 days. Yikes!  
The Circle Theatre date is worth noting. Presented as Remember 
the Paramount, four organists from the Paramount Music 
Palace pizza parlor days performed a two-hour concert. Yours 
truly, Dwight Thomas, Bill Vlasak and Donna Parker played to a 
crowd of 977.  977!!!! 
 
Presented jointly by the Central Indiana Chapter of ATOS and the 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra Association (the Circle is home 
to the symphony and houses a 3/23 Wurlitzer), it was a  
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(continued) 
 

spectacular example of two organizations coming together to create a great marketing idea for a 
concert. What a thrill to play for that kind of a crowd. And there was pizza served after the con-
cert!! A testament to the fact we ain’t dead yet when there is something special to promote. 
 
Jay Mitchell at the Plaza Saturday MORNING Oct. 14th; we’ll be at the Page Sunday, Nov. 12th, and 
the Cumming First United Methodist Church Dec. 3rd to hear David Marsh once again.  See all the 
listings of your opportunities to enjoy the theatre organ on the calendar page. 
 
BOO!!!  And see you soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR YOUR “TO-DO” LIST:  YOUR DUES ARE SOON DUE! 
 

As we near the end of the year, we start the reminders that your annual dues are coming due, 
with January 1, 2024 fast approaching. 
 
One can write a check, or pay online via the website. Checks made out to:  ACATOS. The member-
ship dues amounts are posted in this newsletter. For some of our members who can be generous, 
there are potential tax ramifications for larger donations to the chapter, which are most grateful-
ly welcomed. Basic dues alone do not cover the costs of operating our meetings, programs, the 
new Scholarship fund and other activities. We hope you can be generous and add a little (or a 
lot!) to your dues renewal for 2024. Thanks for your continued support of the Atlanta Chapter of 
ATOS. 
 
 
 

 
 

GHOST TOURS AT THE FOX THEATRE 
 

Each October, the Fox Theatre presents “Ghost Tours’ of the Fox, which feature actors portraying 
the characters of Mr. William Fox; a nurse; Roosevelt, the technician; and an actor onstage, with 
Mighty Mo being played by Ken Double and Kerry Bunn. There are several evenings in October 
that you can enjoy a really fun way to see the Fox.   
 
Check the Fox Theatre website at: foxtheatre.org, for the dates and times of the tours. 
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Finishing the Drill – The Elizabeth “Liz” Fields Award 
 

Since we presented this award at our September meeting, I thought it might be an appropriate 
time to take a look at how and why it originated. Around 2000 or thereabouts, Elbert and Liz 
Fields joined the chapter through their friend Donna Carter, and both quickly became important 
members. Elbert, as many of you remember, edited our newsletter for several years. Liz be-
came chapter secretary and one of the first reviewers of monthly programs (as “The Listener”), 
and contributed her wealth of experience in major event planning to our efforts to present the 
Fabulous Fox Organ Weekend.  
 
After her untimely passing, I was searching for a way to honor a new member who had, like Liz, 
made an important contribution not long after joining, and inquired of Elbert if I might create 
an award both to honor that individual and the memory of Liz Fields. He enthusiastically agreed. 
Our first Liz Fields Award was presented to Randy Hendry, a new member who stepped in at a 
critical moment to organize and direct a team to rescue the Imperial Theatre Wurlitzer from de-
struction, a story that will be told more fully later.  
 
A few years later, a new young member joined and immediately began to use his technological 
wizardry, and his leadership and planning skills to help the chapter. He soon become president 
and much more. That member is Tim Stephens, and he was the second recipient of the award.  
 

And this month, at the Alabama Theatre, we were finally 
able to present the Liz Fields Award to Debbie Chambless, 
our newsletter editor. Debbie came to a program at the 
Strand, played for a few minutes after the program, and 
joined our chapter. She joined the organ staff at the 
Strand, and when the need arose, offered to become the 
newsletter editor, a task that she has continued even as 
she and her husband Daryl are traveling on their boat dur-
ing the summer months. In addition, she installed an Allen 
Organ in her community’s meeting hall that is available 
for events there, and has hosted a chapter meeting there. 
For all these reasons, the Board of Directors voted to pre-
sent Debbie Chambless with our third Liz Fields Award.  

 
Next month, we will return to our regularly scheduled programming: the promised article on 
Metropolis at the Fabulous Fox Organ Weekend. 
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The Organist of the Year Visits Alabama 
 

The Chamber Mouse has been quiescent, though not absent, since the Time of the Virus. But the visit 
to Birmingham for such a special event inspires him to comment once again, from his place high in the 
Alabama Theatre. 

 
Two enthusiastic chapters, one magnificent theatre organ, 
and one truly great artist added up to a wonderful after-
noon of music at the Alabama Theatre in Birmingham. At 
the invitation of the Alabama Chapter to join them for our 
September meeting, over two dozen Atlanta chapter mem-
bers traveled west on the appointed Sunday to a theatre 
that, no matter how many times one visits, never fails to 
overwhelm the senses. And if the theatre is a visual treas-
ure, the Mighty Wurlitzer is an equally thrilling treasure of 
sound. 
 
There was no doubt that the artist of the day would pre-
sent as wonderful a program as we have heard on the 
Wurlitzer, and one comment was made afterwards, “He 
certainly knows how to play a Wurlitzer to get the best out 

of it.” And indeed, that was the experience listening to Donnie Rankin, who this summer was awarded 
with the American Theatre Organ Society 2023 Artist of the Year. For those not familiar with his artist-
ry, this program certainly demonstrated why he received that accolade. 
 
The program opened with the well-known (to theatre organists) “King Kong March,” an arrangement 
with all the chord changes that make it exciting as an opening or an encore. Of note is the Atlanta con-
nection, since the score to the 1933 King Kong was composed by Max Steiner, who also composed the 
score to Gone With the Wind. Donnie followed the formidable console riser with his own delightful 
interpretation of Lyn Larsen’s arrangement of “Mr. Sandman,” using the marvelous Chrysoglott and 
Vibraharp, bouncing the sound from Solo to Main and back, and keyboard to keyboard – an exquisite 
presentation. Following that, the wonderful ballad, “When Your Lover Has Gone,” using the luscious 
sounds of the Wurlitzer throughout – voxes, sax, strings, tibias.  He then offered us a choice of either a 
James Bond or Beatles medley, and when the acclamation was for the Bond medley, he promised he’d 
play both. The first was woven together from music from three of the Bond film themes, including the 
original from Dr. No, and drew in hints of themes from other Bond films as well. After a rendering of 
the much-recorded “Don’t Blame Me,” he played the promised Beatles Medley. 
 
For the penultimate work, Donnie started with a musical reference to the Theme from Vertigo as he 
worked his way into a wonderful “All The Things You Are,” demonstrating a true mastery of sensitive 
and creative arranging, with registrations extracting the most from the beauty of Big Bertha. Reaching 
the end of the planned program, as with his console riser he closed with something with which artists 
both open and close, this one the famous “Jalousie.” After romping through that one, he was called 
back to the stage by sustained and determined applause, and the reward of our enthusiasm was Don-
nie’s rendition of the well-known “Hot Dog,” with dazzling digital dexterity in evidence throughout. 
After a triumphant ending and more applause, Donnie took the console down to a fanfare appropriate 
for a Publix House, “Paramount on Parade.” Throughout the afternoon, Donnie indeed showed us why 
he is worthy of the Organist of the Year award, with his wonderful arrangements, his beautiful regis-
trations, and his wonderful and inspiring demeanor at the keyboards.   
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OCTOBER CHAPTER MEETING 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14 AT 11:00AM 

PLAZA THEATRE 
JAY MITCHELL AT THE CONSOLE 

 
Our organist for our October chapter meeting is Jay Mitchell.  He has lived in the Marietta area 
since 1977, when he was chosen as the house organist for the Music Grinder Pizza Emporium.   
 
Jay began playing theatre organ as a teenager, very lucky to have Birmingham's  Alabama Thea-
tre Wurlitzer to practice on, most weekend mornings, and a Kimball theatre instrument every 
afternoon, after school. 
 
During the summers (when school was out), he worked with a pipe organ builder and learned 
a great deal about servicing and tuning pipe organs. 
 
He was greatly influenced in theatre organ playing by several organists of the 1950s, thanks to 
an ever growing collection of theatre organ recordings. He even had some personal coaching 
from Alabama Theatre organist, Stanleigh Mallotte, and later, Charlie Cox, who famously 
dubbed the Alabama Wurlitzer...."Big Bertha".  
 
During college years he began teaching popular music playing on the organ, to many new 
home organists, as that was the beginning of the "Golden Era" of electronic home organs.   
Eventually, he became the owner of two teaching studios, (Birmingham and Huntsville, Ala-
bama), as well as a partnership in a piano/organ store, in Huntsville. When the home organ 
"Golden Era" ended, he was called to Marietta, and began work there at the Music Grinder  
restaurant. 
 
Lucky again, when the Pizza parlor closed, Jay found an opening with a national pipe organ 
builder, as the Georgia and Alabama service representative, and he has continued in that work 
for the last 39 years. 
 
Joe Patten called him to come play the Fox's 
Mighty Mo in 1988, and he played that instrument 
for 13 years, until his retirement in 2001. One of 
the highlights of his work at the Fox was on July 
2nd, 1991, his 50th birthday, when the entire Fox 
theatre audience sang "Happy Birthday" to him, as 
he turned on the bench to acknowledge applause 
for his console riser number.  Now, in his 8th dec-
ade, he likes to say he's only 29.....in dog years!  
 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 



 

7 

Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego? 
 
Or Ron Carter, or Ken Double, or others of our chapter?  Certainly, the Atlanta Chapter is known 
for presenting first class programming for our chapter meetings, and this year is an example of 
that great programming. But not only do we present great programs for us, our chapter organ-
ists present great music elsewhere.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Double, having just returned from California where he played concerts at the Balboa Thea-
tre in San Diego, and on the Nethercutt Wurlitzer in Los Angeles, is off again to Indiana where 
he will play a silent film on the Page Organ at the Anderson Paramount Theatre, and then at the 
Circle Theatre in Indianapolis will join Donna Parker, Dwight Thomas, and Bill Vlasak in a pro-
gram to “Remember the Paramount,” that is the Paramount Music Palace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meanwhile, Ron Carter has traveled to Augusta, where for 21 years, he has accompanied silent 
films at the Sacred Heart Cultural Center in Augusta, and in Savannah at the Lucas Theatre. 
 
And I had the privilege of working with Fox 5 Atlanta once again to present the Grande Page on 
the 5pm, 6pm, and 11pm news progams as part of their sports shows that featured the Ste-
phenson High School Marching Band.  
 
And later this month, John McCall will be accompanying Phantom of the Opera down in Clear-
water, Florida. 
 
We are taking the music of the theatre everywhere!  
 
Larry Davis 
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A GENTLE REMINDER FROM KEN DOUBLE 

 
To all of our chapter members: 
 
For the past two years, I have talked about how the chapter is best served when many serve. 
We have capable people throughout the organization, and I urge you to ask a simple question: 
“How can I help?” Looking ahead, we will be asking folks to “step up,” including at least two 
specific positions on the board. 
 
Paul Beavin, who has served us so very well as our Treasurer, has indicated he wishes to relin-
quish the post and will not serve after the term ends December 31. Paul has placed the chapter 
on very good footing, paving the way for a smooth transition for a new Treasurer. 
 
And after 4 (maybe it’s 5???) years as President, I am absolutely, positively, and without ques-
tion stepping down from the position. It is absolutely essential we have good people doing good 
things for the betterment of our chapter, and that includes the leadership post. 
 
I have no intention of going away. I am truly invested in all of our work, and will gladly continue 
on the Board to work for us all.  But fresh ideas and different perspectives help us all, and it is 
time for new leadership at the top of ACATOS. 
 
Is some work involved?  Of course. Are there LOTS of good folks helping with this work? Abso-
lutely. If you balance your check book well, you can be Treasurer. If you have some good ideas, 
you can be President. With lots of support from many. We need you now! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to renew your membership. We need you! 
Renew at atosatlanta.org 
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Upcoming Chapter Events 
 
October Chapter Meeting  Saturday, October 14  -  11:00am 
        Plaza Theatre 
        Jay Mitchell at the Console 
 
November Chapter Meeting Sunday, November 12  -  3:00pm 
        Stephenson High School 
        Artist TBA 
  
December Chapter Meeting Sunday, December 3  -  3:00pm 
        Cumming United Methodist Church 
        David Marsh   -  Hauptwerk Organ with Theatre Voicing 
  
 
 
 
 

Ron Carter 
Strand Theatre Events 

Pre-Shows by Strand Organists 
 
Fri, October 13  Friday the 13th  -  8:00pm  -  Organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Larry Davis 
 
Sat, October 21 Young Frankenstein  -  8:00pm  -  Organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Eddie Hulsey 
 
Sun, October 22 Hocus Pocus  -  3:00pm  -  Organ pre-show at 2:30pm TBA 
 
Fri, October 27  Rocky Horror Picture Show  -  11:59pm  -  Organ pre-show at 11:30pm TBA 
 
Sun, October 29 Phantom of the Opera  -  3:00pm accompanied by Ron Carter 
     Organ pre-show at 2:30pm by Jay Mitchell 
     Costume contest, intro by John Malahy of TCM,  
     Goblin Processional escorting Phantom to the organ 
     Feature film the 1925 restored blu-ray of PHANTOM OF THE OPERA  
 
 
 
 

Opportunities to Hear Organ Music 
 

Sat, October 28 Ken Double at the Mighty Wurlitzer 
     The Lucas Theatre  -  Savannah   
     Phantom of the Opera with Lon Chaney 
     Check lucastheatre.com for the time 
 
 
Sun, October 29 Joshua Stafford at Spivey Hall  -  3:00pm 
     The Hunchback of Notre Dame 
     Tickets Required  -  spiveyhall.org 
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