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Second Annual Halloween Spooktacular
Saturday, October 13th, 2 - 5 pm — Joint AGO/ATOS Event
at the Earl Smith Strand Theatre in Marietta
Our first Halloween Spooktacular
last year was a successful joint AGO/
ATOS program at Atlanta First United
Methodist Church hosted by the Atlanta
Chapter AGO. This year our October
program will be the Second Annual
Halloween Spooktacular, a joint AGO/
ATOS event hosted by the Atlanta
Chapter, ATOS.
This year, the venue will be the
Earl Smith Strand Theatre on the Square
in Marietta showcasing the 4-manual,
33-rank, 260-stop Allen GW-IV digital

theatre organ with a toy counter on a
console lift played by both AGO and
ATOS artists.
We want this to be a fun event so
feel free to dress in Halloween costume!
The console will be decorated with jacko’-lanterns and other spooky stuff! This
event is non-ticketed and private, but
friends and/or relatives you wish to
invite to the program are welcome, so
bring a friendly ghost. Since this in not a
commercial Strand event, the Strand
concession stand will not be open.

You are cordially invited to participate in open console following the
program (see article on Page 6 for information).
There is free parking in the Cobb
County Government parking garage
across Cherokee Street from the theatre.
Be sure and arrive at the square
early and have lunch at one the many
convenient restaurants on the square.
Remember
th e for mula,
AGO+Halloween+ATOS=Be-witching
Good Time.

Double-Dealings Off Defoors !!!
Sunday, September 23rd, 2012, at
3:00 pm, the members of the Atlanta
Chapter A.T.O.S. were guests at our
newest venue – the residence of Ken
Double – Atlanta Chapter Member and
President / CEO of the American Theatre
Organ Society. Ken has just completed
installation of an Allen Renaissance
GW-4, and this was the introductory
performance for the chapter.
President Randy Hendry called the
meeting to order, and after a brief
chapter business session, introduced our
guest artist (and host) Ken Double.
Ken Double, a native of Chicago, is
a gifted theatre organist, vocalist, entertainer and former professional radio and
TV sportscaster. Ken has performed all
over the world and was the broadcast

announcer for the Atlanta Knights. In
addition to his hundreds of concerts, Ken
has numerous CDs to his credit. Also, he
is co-chair of the 2013 ATOS convention
to be held in Atlanta.
Ken greeted us with an opening
selection that spoke true of the music to
follow –“That’s Entertainment.” Then,

demonstrating the capabilities of the
Allen Smart-Recorder gifted him by the
chapter, Ken offered a vocal rendition of
“I’m Gonna Sit Right Down and Write
Myself a Letter,” accompanied by himself (the DIGITAL DOUBLE) via the
Allen played by the Smart-Recorder.
Next we were invited to chase windmills
with a couple of selections from the
musical ‘Man of LaMancha:’ “(I Am)
The Man of LaMancha” and a very well
done version of “The Impossible
Dream.” Then, a selection of the pottedpalm-set, an always popular “Coquette,”
offering shades of Milt Hearth and his
Hammond style.
Ken then took us on a journey to
the “Places I’ve Called Home.” This trip
(Continued on page 2)

Bob Van Camp to be Inducted into Georgia Music Hall of Fame
We are excited to announce that
Bob Van Camp, long time House Organist for the Fox Theatre in Atlanta, is be
inducted into the Georgia Music Hall of
Fame on Sunday, October 14th at 5 pm.
As the morning host on WSB radio and
several WSB TV shows over the decades
Bob is a beloved Atlanta institution and
we are thrilled by this high honor.
Many ATOS members have been
writing letters to the Georgia Music Hall
of Fame encouraging them for Bob’s

induction. All that hard work has paid
off.
Jeff Ayers and his team from Allen
Organ Studios will be on hand to accept
the award. They are working with the
Fox Theatre to have the award housed at
the Fox Theatre.
Tickets are available to the event
which will be held at the Cobb Energy
Center. Feel free to contact Jeff Ayers
for any details at 404-456-5434.

Come support the Earl Smith
Strand Theatre as it features the
Atlanta Chapter's Mighty Allen
Theatre Organ. Tickets may be
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purchased by calling the box office at
770-293-0080 or on the web at www.
earlsmithstrand.org.

Silent Series Continues
•

The 1922 Silent Film NOSFERATU (the first Dracula film) will be screened
on Sunday afternoon, October 14th at 3 pm with the accompaniment score being
performed by House Organist Ron Carter on the Strand's and ACATOS's Mighty
Allen Theatre Organ. Come early at 2:30 pm for an organ pre-show and sing-along by Larry Davis. Nosferatu by F.W. Murnau has been described as a
symphony of Horror based in Braum Stoker's 1897 novel, Dracula, published in
Germany in 1908. Today, Nosferatu is regarded not only as the first vampire
film, but as the epitome of the horror film. The actor Max Schreck embodies the
title role in a terrifying fashion. Nosferatu is a classic of the genre with no equal,
and a monument to our film history.

•

Sunday November 25th, 3 pm PANDORA'S BOX accompanied by Ron Carter

•
•
•

Organ Pops pre-show 30 minutes before show time
Friday November 2 THE BIRDS
Friday November 9 NORTH BY NORTHWEST
Friday November 16 PSYCHO

Alfred Hitchcock Film Festival

Welcome New Members
Dr. Prescott D. & Shirley May
2065 Brassfield Way
Roswell, GA 30075-5902
Mr. John T. & Nancy Baldwin
422 Chadborn Way
Lawrenceville, GA 30045

More Strand Events
•

STRANDEMONIUM A Halloween Musical produced by the Strand Theatre.
Come here great songs like Monster Mash, Flying Purple People Eater and other
greats. Come early for a really spooky organ pre show and sing-a-long with the
console decorated with jack-o-lanterns and cobwebs!! Shows are Friday
October 26th 8 pm; Saturday October 27th 8 pm; Sunday October 28th at 3 pm
and Halloween night, Wednesday October 31st at 7 pm. Organ pre-shows begin
30 minutes prior to Showtime.

•

HALLOWEEN screening of the Hitchcock film VERTIGO October 31st at 9
pm! Come see STRANDEMONIUM and stay for this classic film on the big
screen with organ pres-show and sing-a-long!

(Continued from page 1)

offered selections representing the places
Ken has lived. They were / are: “Atlanta,
GA,” “Beautiful Texas and Waltz Across
Texas With Me,” “Indianapolis,
Indeed! ,” “My Kind of Town (Chicago
Is) ,” “Serenade in Blue,” (offering some
of the MIDI voices available on the
instrument) “Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life,”
a request of member Bob Fountain.
Open console followed with performers Larry-Douglas Embury (FOX
Theatre resident organist,) John Baldwin
(our newest member – joined at the meeting,) John McCall, Rick McGee, Larry
Davis, and Bob Fountain.
Thank you Ken for a great program,
a great new installation, and a wonderful
location - your very own home!
FOOD – The call of food was loud
and clear – and the selection offered
filling treats for all in attendance!!
Offered by Biz E. Body, a completely unbiased ear!
Remember, the
walls and stairwell and bedroom closets
have ears!!

Tickets for all movies are only $8 and $7 for seniors and students.
STRANDEMONIUM tickets are $20.00. Tickets may be purchased in person at
the Strand Box Office, by calling 770-293-0080; or on the web at www.
earlsmithstrand.org.
•

STRANDELICIOUS Thursday evening October 18th beginning at 6:30 pm is a
FANTASTIC FUND RAISER for the theatre. 12 Marietta Square restaurants
will be offering a large smorgasbord of all kinds of food for your taste buds
throughout the theatre, the lobby and the event rooms!! Please come and help
support the Strand and the ACATOS theatre organ. Entertainment and great
food in a wonderful restored movie theatre. You will not leave hungry!! As a
Strand Board member I am being asked to sell 10 tickets. SO I NEED YOUR
HELP!! Tax deductible tickets are $75. Please contact me directly by e-mail at
ronhcarter@msn.com or by phone at 770-428-4809. Your participation helps us
ensure that the ACATOS Mighty Allen Organ continues to have a venue for
theatre organ music!!!!!!!!
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Theatres of Georgia with
Pipe organs: Part 12
Theatres of Columbus
By John Tanner
Columbus was founded in 1828 and
was located at the northern-most navigation point of the Chattahoochee River, and
the fall line between the Piedmont region
and Coastal Plain of Georgia.
This
location suited the city well in that goods
could be transported by river south of the
city and the fall line gave a drop of elevation that aided in the early use of water
power to run the numerous textile mills
that were built along the river.
Not only was Columbus a thriving
industrial town, but the arts flourished
there as well. The Springer Opera House
which opened in 1871 played host to many
traveling performers of the day and is now
the official State Theatre of Georgia.
Columbus is also the home of Fort
Benning one of the major military installations in the country.
When one discusses the history of
motion picture theatres in Columbus, one
person is mentioned as to having had a
connection with almost every theatre, and
that is Roy E. Martin.
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This would be the first of many
theatres that he would own or control. By
the 1950's his company controlled over
150 theaters, and after his untimely death,
his sons continued expanding their holdings until by the 1960's, Martin Theatres
would be one of the largest theater operations in the Southeast. Their interest were
later sold to Carmike Cinemas.
The Bonita started out as a nickelodeon type theatre but during the period that
Roy Martin operated the theatre, motion
pictures began to mature rapidly into
motion pictures that told more complex
stories. As the motion pictures matured so
did the need of the musical accompaniment. Not only did the audiences expect
better music in the theatres, they also
expected more ventilation and more
sanitary conditions.
After all, as any good theatre manager of
the time will tell you, "You have to make
the theatre acceptable to the lady folk." If
it is stuffy, and dirty, the women and
children will not come to the show.
In June of 1913, the Bonita closed for
remodeling, and over a two-week period,
a new inclined cement floor was installed,
new ventilation fans to draw hot air out of
the theatre, and a large fan to blow air
from under the cement floor where the air
had been purified. One feature that was
common in many theatres of this period,
were the rows of fans mounted on the side
walls to provide for extra air movement.
Also included was the installation of a new
pipe organ.

Roy Martin (Columbus Ledger)

Roy Martin was born in 1885 on a
farm in Harris County which is near
Columbus. Because of family circumstances, Roy Martin at a very young age
had to start earning a living instead of
going to school and getting a formal
education. However, what he lacked in
education he more than made up for by his
determination and by working hard. In
1904, he enrolled in the Massey Business
College, then later held various jobs
throughout the Southeast. He returned to
Columbus in 1912 and purchased a nickelodeon theatre called the Bonita.

Bonita for $1,500.00.
However, the
advertising of the theatre states that the
new organ cost $3000. The specification is
as follows:
Great Organ (or bottom keyboard) 8'
Diapason, 8' Dulciana, 8' Melodia. Swell
Organ (or top keyboard) 8' Viola, 8'
Stopped Diapason, 4' Harmonic Flute.
Pedal (those big keys played with the feet)
16' Bourdon. Tremolo, although you might
not need one with all those fans on the side
walls of the theatre.
One interesting feature of this organ
was that it originally was supplied with a
water motor. By the time the organ was
installed in the Bonita, a Spencer blower
was provided to supply the wind to the
organ.
Mr. H. M. Bradley was engaged to
play the new organ. Mr. Bradley usually
played from 3 pm to 6 pm and 7 pm to 10
pm. As if this was not enough organ
playing during the week, Mr. Bradley was
also organist at the Jewish Synagogue and
also Trinity Church. Several months after
the Bonita re-opened, Mr. Bradley would
share his musical duties with a small
orchestra.
Before 3 pm admission prices were
lower, with the music being provided by a
$1700 Orchestron, which is a player piano
with some built in sound effects and
usually a xylophone.
Not too long after the Bonita reopened, Roy Martin would sell his interest
in the Bonita and would move on to
grander things.
On April 5, 1915, Roy Martin would
open the Grand Theatre. The Grand
represented a significant leap forward in
construction and decorative features of a
theatre.
The outer lobby walls were paneled
in wood with etched glass windows. Brass
railings were around the ticket booth and
brass handles on the entrance doors. Off

Marquee of the Bonita

The new pipe organ was Henry
Pilcher' s Sons Opus #759. This twomanual, seven-rank organ was very typical
of the type that Pilcher would build for
many churches in the Southeast. As a
matter of fact, this organ was originally
was built for the Metropolitan A. M. E.
Church in Atlanta. The church defaulted
on the contract so the organ was sold to the

Entrance to Grand (John Tanner Collection)
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to one side was even a soda fountain.
The auditorium was designed along
classical architectural lines. with pleasing
earth tone greys and browns for the color
scheme on the side walls. The front wall
was painted in shades of ivory with gold
accents. One decorative element of note
are the two pipe facades on each side of
the stage.

Auditorium of Grand (John Tanner Collection)

The Grand in Columbus is unique
among the theatres in Georgia, in that we
have two postcard views of the theatre
made not to long after the opening,
Although these are not color photographs,
the black and white photographs have
been hand colored. The colors that are
represented in the postcard are probably
very close to what patrons would have
seen on opening night.
The Grand opened with Banard &
Banard which featured on stage a variety
of the latest in Society Dances. The opening film was "The Goose Girl" starring
Marguerite Clark.. Music was provided
by a five piece orchestra and an "Expert
Pipe Organist"
So far I have not found any information of a pipe organ being in the Grand.
Usually if there is an organ, the managers
really promote it by not only telling
everybody that it is the biggest in the city,
cost twice what they actually paid for it,
and that it was the finest in any theatre
south of the Mason-Dixon Line.
During the mid-teens, many theatres had instruments which were called
"PhotoPlayers". These were instruments
that in many ways looked more like an
upright piano, but also contained drums
and sound effects and in many cases a
couple of sets of organ pipes, in cases on
either side of the piano. These Photo
Players were usually in self contained
cabinets and resided in the orchestra pit.
These instruments could either be played
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by paper rolls or by the expert pipe
organist The pipe facades where purely a
decorative feature. This was perhaps the
type of instrument the "expert pipe
organist" played.
The Grand remained as one of the
more popular theatres in Columbus and
remained open until the late 30's. In 1942
a Woolworths five and ten cents store
replaced the Grand.
After the success of the Grand, Roy
Martin would, over the next several years,
open several theatres around Columbus
which also included the Liberty in 1924.
At the time, The Liberty was one of the
largest theatres in Columbus, and was
built for black audiences only.
Of the theatres that Roy Martin built in
Columbus during this period, the Liberty
is the only one to survive and has now
been restored and is on the National
Register of Historic Places. Although it
did not have an organ, the Liberty can
claim that some of the leading black artist
such as Fats Waller, Louis Armstrong,
Cab Callaway and Lena Horne appeared
on its stage.
By 1927, Roy Martin was ready to
build his largest theatre. In March of
1927, construction started on the Royal
Theatre, and at the time it opened in April
of 1928, would claim to be the second
largest theatre in the state. Seating close
to 2800 patrons, the Royal would rival in
size many of the theatres in Atlanta such
as the Georgia (Roxy), Loew's Grand,
Howard, and Capitol.
Marquee of
Royal
(Columbus
Ledger)

To celebrate the opening of the
Royal, the Columbus Ledger devoted a
12 page special insert to promote the new
theatre. Most of the space in this insert
was taken up by congratulatory ads by the
various firms that had supplied materials
and furnishings for the new theatre.
Actually, the descriptive narrative was

quite restrained as compared to other
theatres of this size. Except for some
photographs that appeared in the insert, it
is hard to gauge the architectural magnificence of the building.
Actually, T. F. Lockwood's design
of the theatre was quite plain compared to
the Georgia or the Capitol and it certainly
did not have the architectural cohesiveness that the Howard had. Still, what the
theatre lacked in architectural detail it
could hold its own with the comfort level
of the patrons, a large stage and plenty of
dressing rooms.
Royal Theatre
(Columbus
Ledger)

Stage Setting of the Royal (Columbus Ledger)

At six o'clock the doors were opened
and patrons were treated to the film
"Sharp Shooters" starring George
O'Brian, next was a travel film, then the
opening night dedicatory program began.
First the Royal's orchestra played an
overture, then Miss Gertrude Humphries
gave a violin solo, followed by the
orchestra playing the national anthem
while the image of a large American flag
was being projected on the screen. As
patrons seated themselves after the
national anthem.
"Happy Jack Haines, premier
concert organist of the South, was then
introducted by Soliciter General Walker
R, Flourney, who acted as master of
ceremonies. Mr. Haines rendered several
appreciative selections on the Royal's
pipe organ, which is the latest model of
the De-Lux reproducer, considered one of
the best instruments for theatrical use."
the Columbus Ledger May 1,1928.
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The Deluxe Reproduco was an
interesting instrument. It was a two-rank
self-contained instrument usually with a
stopped flue (tibia) and a viole or
dulciana. This particular model did not
include a piano and was built to somewhat
resemble a theatre organ horseshoe
console.
Leatherman’s Ad for the Reproduco in the
Columbus Ledger

The Deluxe Reproduco

A standard feature of these instruments was that it also included a roll
player so that the instrument could be
played by rolls. Most of these instruments
where sold to funeral homes, but a few
made their way to the theatre.
This is an interesting choice of an
organ, especially for a theatre the size of
the Royal, but this was late 1928, and
sound films were beginning to replace the
silent films.

Deluxe Reproduco showing roll player

Mr. Martin was certainly watching
the trends in the industry and took a
chance that the sound films would very
shortly become the norm, which would
reduce the need (and cost) of a theatre
organ and even orchestra to provide the
accompaniment to the films.
I believe that Mr. Martin chose the
Delux reproduco over a Wurlitzer, or
Robert Morton, because at the time he
needed something to tide him over to the
time that the Royal would become an all
sound house, and yet not be a big expense.
Normally this would be the end of
the discussion about the organ, but this is
one of those rare instances in which letters
have survived relating to the purchase of
the organ and its installation in the Royal.

Letterhead of Leatherman Pipe Organs
(John Tanner Collection)

The Deluxe Reproduco was
purchased from F. A. Leatherman Pipe
Organs, whose offices were at 104
Walton Street in Atlanta. In a letter dated
April 21, 1928 to Mr. B.D. Jones of B. D.
Jones Piano & Organ Company,
Birmingham Alabama, Mr. Leatherman
writes the following:
"Dear. Mr. Jones; Your letter
received today.. We have had to take the
De Luxe Reproduco off the floor here and
deliever it to Columbus, Georgia in the
Royal Theatre, Mr. Martin's new big
house there. This house seats twenty-eight
hundred people. I presume the Mr. Elgar
is going to drive over in his car and it
would wonderful to show him this
instrument in this big new theatre which
cost in excess of $300.000.
We will not be able to have another
De Luxe Reproduco on the floor here for a
week or ten days. We expect to set this
instrument up in Mr., Martin's theatre
Wednesday or Thursday of next week. We
are packing it today. The theatre opens
April 30 and we want to get all set so that
there will be no delay or misunderstanding. I don't think you will have any
trouble selling Mr. Engler in event he will
run over to Columbus when the instrument
is up and look at it there. In event I am in
Atlanta I will be glad to meet you both
there with Happy Jack who is going to
open the house with the organ April 30th."
signed, F. A Leatherman
On April 29th Mr. Jones wrote Mr.
Leatherman to give a report on the instal-

lation and submit his expense report.
"Dear Mr. Leatherman: I arrived here at
noon today from Columbus, Ga. Well to
start off with, the instrument is more than
satisfactory. The volume fills the house in
every way. Mr. Martin is ever pleased
with it. It sure surprised me, the house
has twenty seven hundred seats, and for
the size of same I did think it would take
care of that size house. Happy Jack broadcast on the organ Sunday night until
eleven and the request began to come in.
On account of the Centennial, I sure
had a time when I arrived there, we had
to get the instrument out of the depot,
unpack and place and it, was almost
impossible to get laborers, Tinners and
Electricians were all out. I put in three
hard days and two nights until twelve
o'clock......"
Total expenses to install the organ
plus meals, lodging, and travel from
Birmingham was $77.77 which included
overtime.
According to Mr. Jones. Happy Jack
Haines broadcast the organ on the Sunday
night before the opening. One of the
features of the Royal was that the studio
of radio station WRBL was located in the
building.
As sound films became the norm for
Mr. Martins theatres, and the organs or
orchestrions where no longer needed to
accompany films. Mr. Martin donated
them to churches and civic organizations.
The Royal theatre was extensively
remodeled in the 1950's by the Three Arts
Association and became known as the
Three Arts Theatre, the radio station
moved to its own facility on Thirteenth
Avenue. In 2003 The Royal was
demolished.
Although Columbus was and is one
of Georgia's major cities and had other
movie theatres besides those run by
Martin, none of the major theatre organ
builders such as Wurlitzer or Robert
Morton ever delivered an organ to the
train depot in Columbus.
Well its near the end of the series of
articles on theatres around the State. I still
have Augusta and Savannah to do. I have
a good bit of information on Augusta but
Savannah is being very stubborn about
revealing its theatre organ past, and who
knows, another small town may have a
box of whistle lurking in its theatre past.
So, who knows what I will find.
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Organists, Pianists, Instrumentalists Needed for Christmas at Callanwolde
Christmas at Callanwolde is Friday Dec 7th—Tues Dec 18th We need organists each morning and evening for
one -hour time slots 10 am to 11 am except for the two Sundays which are 11 am to 12 am and then in the evenings
from 3 pm to 4 pm except for the two Sundays which are 4 pm to 5 pm. All organists will receive two tickets to CAC
plus two drink tickets and can park on the property. This year they will have a grand piano in the music room and
need volunteers to play each day from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm and 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm except for the two Sundays
when the times are from 12:30 from to 1:30 pm and from 2 pm to 3 pm. We also can use other instrumentalists/
vocalists in the music room during these times in lieu of or in addition to the piano. All participants will receive
tickets, parking as the organists. If you can do any of these times please e-mail me at ronhcarter@msn.com.

Ron Carter

Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars)
•
•

•

•
•

October 13 (Saturday), 2-5 pm, 2nd Annual Halloween Spooktacular, a joint program with AGO at the
Earl Smith Strand Theatre on the Square in Marietta. Multiple artists (see page 1)
October 20 (Saturday), 7 pm, Masterworks Chorale joins with the Truett McConnell College Choir and the
Newnan 1st Baptist Choir to present Mendelssohn’s Elijah featuring David Robinson as Elijah at The Centre for
Performing & Visual Arts of Coweta County, 1523 Lower Fayetteville Road, Newnan, GA 30265. Admission is
free but tickets are required. See www.thecentreonline.net
November 10 (Saturday), 2:30 pm, John Clark McCall at the Forker Memorial Wurlitzer, "Your Packard Hit
Parade" 2nd Edition at Grace Baptist Church, Sarasota, Florida, no admission--all are welcome. The concert is
sponsored by The Florida Packard Club in conjunction with its annual meet in Sarasota. In addition to an
afternoon of hits from selected years from 1899-1958 (Packard's years of production), you might see some fancy
examples of Detroit's very best in the parking lot!
November 18 (Sunday), 3:00 pm meeting. Variety Show at the Ron & Donna Carter residence.
November 25 (Sunday), 3:00 pm, Jelani Eddington Organ Concert, Tennessee Theatre

Open Console at the Strand
You are cordially invited to participate in open console following the ATOS/AGO joint program at the Earl Smith
Strand Theatre on Saturday October 13th. Come "ride" the console lift from the bottom of the orchestra pit (9 feet)
to stage level for your opening number! If you would like to play, just contact Ron Carter at 770-428-4809 or
email ronhcarter@msn.com.
We would like for you to play two pieces not to exceed a total of 10 minutes. If you need some rehearsal/
orientation to the instrument please see the below practice times. I will make myself available to you to help set
pistons, assign a memory and answer questions.
The theatre is located on the Marietta square. Come in the stage door next to the roll-up door on Cherokee St.
There are many restaurants on the square so please plan on partaking of some great food while you are here!
Monday October 8th 2 pm -5 pm
Tuesday October 9th 7 pm-10 pm
Friday October 12 10 am-1 pm
Saturday October 13th 10 am-1 pm

Ron Carter
House Organist
Earl Smith Strand Theatre

