A t l a n t a C h a p t e r,
American Theatre Organ Society

O ctobe r 2 009

October Meeting
Ron Carter and Friends Halloween Variety Show
and Costume Party - 3 pm Sunday, October 18, 2009
at the Carter Residence
Mark your calendars for a great fall
October program at the residence of
Ron and Donna Carter. The program
will not only feature Ron at the console
of the Carter’s GW4 digital theatre
organ but also several special guest
performers. As we have come to expect
from a Ron Carter program, he always
shares the spotlight with special friends
and family.
Our October program will be no
exception with ATOS Chapter members
Phillip and Mandy Allen sharing their
musical talents, Abby Carter singing
and playing a duet with Ron on the
Kawii piano and Ron accompanying a
short silent comedy using the Carter’s
state of the art digital projector and
large electric screen. The Carter
residence will be decorated for
Halloween and we may even be visited

Directions to the Carter’s
On I-75 take Exit 263 to South
Marietta Parkway (South Loop,
GA-120) & turn West. Go under
the railroad bridge and turn right.
In about 1/4 mile turn left on
Whitlock (GA-120) and go West
for about 6 miles. Turn right on
Bob Cox Road then left on Lake
Somerset Drive. The Carter
residence is the 8th house on the
left.
Address: 219 Lake Somerset Dr.
Phone: 770-428-4809

Parking Notice
Everyone is reminded to please
park only on one side of the
street in the direction of traffic
flow so that emergency vehicles
can pass!

The Carter’s Music Room

Photo by Bert Allee
Grant Wolf

by a ghostly goblin!! In the spirit of the
occasion everyone is encouraged to
dress up in their favorite Halloween
costume (although not required, this
could be a lot of fun)! Of course, Donna
will exhibit her culinary talent with
wonderful refreshments and we will
have our traditional door prize
drawings. You never know what to
expect from the Carter’s door prizessome of Donna’s goodies, a John
McCall CD or a play by glow numbers
music book!! Hope to see everyone
there!!

Tivoli Theatre Report
By Larry Davis

The City of Chattanooga lies within
the borders of Tennessee, but it is the
Atlanta and Alabama Chapters of
ATOS that have adopted the organ in
Chattanooga’s Tivoli Theatre and keep
it playing. Larry Donaldson of Macon/
Birmingham and Bert Allee of
Manchester, TN lead the team of
volunteers. As previously reported here
and in the Theatre Organ Journal, the
organ went publicly unused for several
years, but through the efforts of the

Larry Davis

theatre staff, the Wurlitzer has once
again been presented to the public.
One of the most important friends
has been Jonathan Humble of HumbleSwan Productions, who, inspired by the
example of the Fox Theatre and LarryDouglas Embury, has featured the organ
before his Broadway productions at the
Tivoli. In September, I had the privilege
of opening for five shows of Cinderella,
but it was a real joy to add to the team
Mr. Grant Wolf. Grant is a church
organist in Chattanooga who visited the
theatre one afternoon while we were
working. He said, “I have wanted to
play a theatre organ for fifty years.”
We told him, “This is your day,” and he
sat down and began to play jazz, big
band music and Broadway tunes. We
were amazed. Turns out that was an
organist in restaurants around Chattanooga for many years, playing for
hours at a time.
With a few registration lessons and
some pistons set by Rick McGee, Grant
was ready to go so on Saturday night,
September 19, he took to the console
and entertained the audience for almost
an hour, garnering applause not only at
the end, but during his program. As
Cinderella sang, “Impossible things are
happening every day!”
It is great to have Chattanooga once
again represented at the console of the
Mighty Wurlitzer of the Tivoli Theatre.

Register now for the Alabama Jubilee 2009
Atlanta Chapter,
American Theatre Organ Society
P.O. Box 426
Marietta, Georgia 30061-0426
770-948-8424
www.theatreorgans.com/georgia/atlanta/atos/
AC/ATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under
Section 501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Chapter President - Bucky Reddish
Vice President - Phillip Allen
Treasurer - Wanda Carey Fields
Secretary - Larry Davis
Newsletter Editor - Elbert Fields
Associate Editor - Wanda Carey Fields
Chapter Correspondent - Rick McGee

Ads or announcements for this newsletter:
Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or
elfields@yahoo.com

Stephenson’s Main Page!
Sunday, September 20th, 2009 at
3:00 P.M., the members of the Atlanta
Chapter who were still dry or had
pontoon boats converged in the Fine
Arts Auditorium of Stephenson High
School, Stone Mountain, Georgia!
After what seemed like weeks of
rain, the rain held off for the afternoon
and twenty – plus members and guests
of the Atlanta Chapter of the American
Theatre Organ Society met for an
afternoon of music, news, gossip,
chamber tours and a chance to examine
the progress on the installation of the
Page organ at Stephenson.
The
lights
dimmed (actually the
dimmers went out you just thought we
had clever lighting)
and music sounded
from the rear main
chamber location. The console rose
from the pit and its pilot was Larry
Davis. Larry performed a variety of
music, including some special requests
and personal favorites.
Then, the console
was manned by copilot Rick McGee.
A theme of “RAIN”
songs and a trip
through television
themes from the past
were the offerings – some of the themes
from shows that were even popular !!

Alabama Chapter Regional Convention
of the American Theatre Organ Society in
Birmingham, Alabama - Nov. 27 thru 29, 2009
Featuring (In order of appearance):
Simon Gledhill at the Alabama Theatre
Ken Double at the Alabama Theatre
Steven Ball at the Cathedral Church of the Advent
Jim Riggs at the Alabama Theatre
Interview with Michael Barone at the hotel
Donna Parker at the Alabama Theatre
Mark Herman at the Alabama Theatre

Afterglow - Nov. 30 - Motorsports Monday
Tour of the Talladega Speedway track, self-guided tour of the International
Motorsports Hall of Fame, box lunch, and a self-guided tour of the Barber
Vintage Motorsports Museum.
See http://www.alabamatheatreorgan.com/convention.html for more information.

Next, the treat for
the afternoon –
Wanda Carey Fields
took control (aided
by Rick – now acting
as navigator for the
‘manual combination
system’) Wanda presented selections in
a style that is hers alone and provided a
great conclusion to the program.
After a few announcements,
attendees were invited to come below
stage to see the progress being made on
the wiring for the console – thanks to
Jack Sandow, Ted Barnett, Larry Davis,
Bob Haag and crew for making
significant progress on this labor and
detail – intensive process.
The chambers, relay room, and
blower room were all open for all who
wanted to see and explore. We even
had some first-time visitors (a few who
even joined this group) who had many
questions about the instrument and the
work being done to get it installed.
It’s good the meeting was not the
next day as the expressway to get to the
school was covered by a mudslide from
the unprecedented rains and we would
have all had to just turn around and go
home !! Jack would have been there all
by himself !!
All comments and observations
provided courtesy of Biz E. Body, a
completely unbiased ear — remember,

the walls and pews have ears!

The Other Flood
By Larry Davis
Sunday, September 20 was the
beginning of the big deluge that led to
the 100-year flood of Monday. But there
was another kind of flood – a much
more encouraging one – that happened
on Sunday, and that was the number of
new people who came to our September
chapter meeting. Concerns over safety
in the rain kept many away from the
meeting – I myself saw several
accidents on the way – but they didn’t
discourage Mr. and Mrs. Lawrie Mallett,
wh o d r o ve a ll t he wa y fr o m
Hendersonville, NC, just to attend the
meeting. Mr. and Mrs. Mallett are
former members of the Detroit Theatre
Organ Society and Mr. Mallett was the
president of the Wolverine Chapter for
several years. They are now members of
the Metrolina Chapter.
Of particular interest was Mr.
Timothy Stephens of Dunwoody, a
young (!) man who has acquired a
Wurlitzer Style D (2/6) from New York.
It is being shipped to his home for
restoration and installation there. He has
joined our chapter and you will be
seeing him at our future meetings, and
he has said that we are welcome to visit
the Style D after it arrives.
In addition to these, there were
several others that we met for the first
time. Welcome and come back anytime!
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Theaters of Georgia and
their Organs Part 2:
The Imperial Theater,
Griffin, Georgia
By John Tanner

Soon after the early 1800’s treaties
with the Creek Indians which gave land
east of the Chattahoochee River to the
state of Georgia, the town of Griffin
became an important center for trade.
Stagecoach lines, then later railroads
coming from the middle part of the state
and heading westward, all converged to
make Griffin a crossroads of middle
Georgia. This location also made it a
center for cotton mills and other industries. Griffin would also be the birth
place of the legendary western figure,
Doc Holiday. By 1894, Griffin could
boast an opera house on its main street
(building still stands), and by 1915,
movies were being shown in the Alamo
Theater. However, it would not be until
1926 that Griffin would have a “picture
palace”.

1894 Opera House - corner of Hill and Solomon Streets

Plans for the Gresham Theater were
announced in 1926, to be built under the
direction of Griffin Enterprises, J.T.
Freeman, President. As construction of
the theater neared completion, it was
decided to change the name of the theater to Imperial, simply because of what
the name implied.
On April 29, 1927 the Griffin Daily
News gave the people of Griffin a
description of the Imperial Theater.
“One might truthfully connect the new
play house with things Imperial after a
thorough visit of inspection. From
beneath the beautiful marquee, overhanging the sidewalk in a graceful
manner, one receives the impression of
beauty and elegance that will increase
with every surprise that is unfolded.
Every detail has been carefully treated,
following from the first impressions the
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next treat is the main entrance and box
office, a work of art within itself. From
this point one progresses into the lobby,
which has been splendidly executed. An
air of hospitable welcome greets one
here and prepares him for the lovely
auditorium, artistically done in warm
color tones of tan, blue, cream, orange,
pale green, and terra cotta. The mulberry
drapery ties in harmoniously, lending a
velvety softness to the entire scheme.
“Next the eye falls on the exquisite
paintings, sixteen in number, done by
Burton Slade Jr., talented Griffin artist.
These paintings are all worked about a
theme of romance of far away and long
ago. Tarrying for a moment, one may
grasp this thread. In the first painting,
directly underneath the balcony is a
conception of an Imperial City, a pleasing array of castle spires and steeples,
towering above majestic castle walls.
Underneath, are the picturesque old war
vessels. Two of these ships, as individual
paintings may also be seen on either side
of the balcony as if on parade in the
painting just described.
“On the walls, at either ends directly
over the ornamental mirrors, there stand
on guard, royal knights, mounted on
spirited horses and bearing the Imperial
flag. Diagonally across these panels are
the Imperial strings prevalent in paintings of noble knights. They stand on
guard while the satyrs in the center
panels, pipe on their flutes to the spirits
of the forest for a dance of fun and
frolic.
“Moving toward the front, one finds
on either side of the theater, each design
being repeated, two more knights on
guard but fulfilling a different duty. This
time they are keeping watch while the
minstrel plays to the lady of his choice in
the center oval, just over the screen in
the turn of the ceiling. This painting,
executed directly on the plastering is the
heart of the theme, depicting a
“Minstrel’s Fancy” by title.
“This painting is ornamented with
raised plaster brilliantly painted, composed of two Griffons who stand as
sentinels on either side. Directly beneath
the oval is the cupid symbolic of love.
Beneath Cupid just above the screen is a
head of the Goddess of Beauty, simple,
unassuming and modest, lending an
atmosphere of charm as a final touch in
the theme.

Drawing of one of the Griffons in corner
above the proscenium

“The paintings directly underneath
the organ chamber are a part of the
general theme, but represent a different
technique, diverting from the designs
just revealed. These pictures are also
significant in that they depict the last call
of the satyrs to the wood nymphs.
“The ceiling within the auditorium
is very attractive in itself with its ornamental vents tastefully decorated. The
stenciling and the high lighting throughout is well done, reflecting credit upon
the painters and decorators.
“The latest and newest type of
leather upholstered seats have been
installed and the concrete floor, which is
heavily carpeted in the aisles, is on an
incline which gives the patrons of the
theatre an unobstructed view of the stage
and screen from all parts of the building.
Sixteen inch oscillating fans suspended
on the walls make the building delightfully cool and the specially constructed
five candle lights in brackets suspended
below the fans give a soft glow that
affords ample light without interfering
with the picture on the screen.”
On May 1st, 1927, immense throngs
of people attended the opening of the
Imperial Theater. Mr. Quimby Melton,
Editor of the Griffin News, presided over
the ceremonies. After an opening prayer
(Continued on page 4)
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by Rev. Williamson of the Presbyterian
Church, the program was turned over to
Judge William H. Beck, who gave the
address for the evening, in which the
new theater was dedicated. Next Solon
Drukenmiller, Griffin’s brilliant tenor
sang “Because I Love You Dear,” and
“A May Morning.”
As the Griffin News reported the
next day, “Mr. Drukenmiller has never
been in better voice and his exquisite
numbers were never to be forgotten
features of the opening.
“An added attraction of the
Imperial is the splendid Morton pipe
organ over which Mrs. Frank Pittman
will preside in the afternoon and Aldine
Coombs at night. These are two of
Griffin’s most finished artists and their
playing added much to the opening
Monday. At the opening, Mrs. Coombs
played “Poet and Peasant” as an
overture.”
After the overture, the program
concluded with the film “The Night of
Love” starring Ronald Colman and
Vilma Banky.
The magnificent sweet-toned
$12,000 Robert Morton organ (some
articles claimed $15,000) comprised of
two manuals and four ranks of pipes.
From inspection of the building in the
early 1980’s the organ seems to have
been installed in the right organ chamber, the left organ chamber seems not to
have been used.
My first encounter with the
Imperial was on a Saturday afternoon in
the fall of 1979. At that time I was
working for Charles Walker at Herchel
Harrington Studio. Charles and I had
gone down to his mother’s home in
Griffin to retrieve some rather tattered
stage curtains that were going to be
used in a production of the Atlanta Boy
Choir. While we were in town we drove
by the Imperial Theater which was then
home to one of the local stage play
groups. We parked the car and upon
entering the front door my impression
was quite different than the impression
of the reporter for the Griffin News on
opening night.
What I saw was a very run down
old movie theater that was in bad need
of a face lift, or at least a great deal of
make-up. The lobby area had been
painted over in a Pepto-Bismol pink
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with accents of cream. A concession
area was complete with drooping chain
light fixtures. Obviously, the lobby had
undergone several remodelings.

Backstage revealed a great deal of
disarray. However, we soon located the
windline for the organ running up the
wall to the organ chamber from the
basement. The organ chamber was no
longer the home of concert flutes,
diapasons, violins, and vox humanas.
The chamber seemed to be more of the
room that everything that nobody knew
what to do with, got dumped.
The organ chamber where
the Robert Morton once
stood.

Wall coverings struggling to hang on;
covering Burton Slade’s paintings

Entering the main auditorium the
view got more depressing. All of
Burton Slade, Jr.’s paintings had all
been either painted out, or were covered
in some sort of cloth wall hangings
whose adhesive was struggling to keep
the cloth attached to the wall.

View of auditorium from balcony showing stage and
right organ chamber.

Charles then suggested we go
upstairs to the projection booth…
again, more storage than projection.
However, Charles went through a small
door that led into an area between the
balcony floor and the ceiling below. In
this crawl space, one could still see on
the side walls what was left of some of
Burton Slade, Jr.’s artwork. Sometime
after the theater opened the balcony
was expanded, but in doing so, it
covered over some of the paintings and
stencil work on the side walls. So
maybe most of the original decorations
were still intact under the wall coverings and paint, in the rest of the
auditorium.

The light fixtures had been
replaced by fixtures that are more reminiscent of the sea monster in Disney’s
“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea”.
The ceiling murals and grills had
all been painted black except for the
head of the Goddess of Beauty whose
pale white face still stared down at you.

One of the Imperial Knights wearing the
coat of arms under a coat of paint.

Original Burton Slade, Jr. painting on side
wall under balcony floor. Just visible are
hind legs of one of the Imperial Horses. In
foreground, some of the original stenciling.
(Continued on page 5)
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Somewhere during the tour I asked
Charles what happened to the organ.
Well as with many theaters, after sound
films came in and the depression deepened, the organ fell into disuse. In the
fifties or early sixties, the industrial arts
teacher at the high school took the
organ out and was going to put it in the
auditorium at the school. I don’t recall
exactly what Charles said but the organ
was finally broken up for parts.
As for the Imperial Theater, during
the 80’s it rocked along with various
community groups using it as a
performing arts theater. However, by
the mid 90’s it was obvious that a
major renovation would have to be
undertaken to have any hope of continued use of the building.
Several proposals were drawn up,
but the final results would have altered
the interior to a substantial degree.
Although this would have been a
considerable improvement from a
theatrical standpoint, much of the
earlier architectural features of the
original building would not have
survived, even if all the painting,
stenciling and murals were still hidden
under layers of paint and wall
coverings.
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Finally, it was as if the Goddess of
Beauty could no longer bear to look
down on her once beautiful kingdom of
romance and long ago and pleaded with
the gods to free her from her suffering.
Finally the Gods of Rain and Ice,
heard her pleas and during a very
severe storm the roof drains backed up
which caused a tremendous amount of
water and ice to collect on the roof. An
already damaged roof truss could no
longer bear the weight, and the entire
roof of the building collapsed down
into the auditorium, destroying the
Goddess of Beauty and her domain.

The collapse of the roof ended all
plans to renovate the theater and except
for the front facade of the building, the
ruins were removed. Today one can
still go through the front entrance of the
theater, but instead of entering into a
realm romance and long ago, one enters
into a small garden where one can sit,
rest, and enjoy a little of the outdoors
and the sky above.

The view one now has after walking from East Solomon
Street through the façade.

Facade of Imperial Theater as it is today, features an
elaborate upper façade of polychrome brick laid in a
diagonal lattice pattern.
pattern. At center is a cast stone window
surround. At far ends of the slightly pedimented top of
theater front are styled acanthus caps and a finial at
center. John McCall, Jr.

Strand Organ Lift To Be Installed In
Time for October Movies
The Strand organ lift, a double scissors from
ECOA, will be installed sometime the first of
October and in time for the Halloween movie series.
The lift will bring the organ console 4 inches above
stage level, traveling almost 8 feet in height in 90
seconds. This is going to be a tremendous addition
to the presentation of the organ to theatre patrons!

Next in the series:
The Rivoli in Rome.

Our sincere condolences to
Ken Double, Atlanta Chapter member
and ATOS CEO, following the death of
his father Arthur Double on Saturday
morning September 26th.

Atlanta Chapter, ATOS - Membership Application
Name _______________________________________________________Phone ______________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________ State/ZIP __________Email__________________________________
Do you own an organ? _______ If so, description________________________________________________
Meetings are held monthly, usually on the 3rd Sunday afternoon. Annual membership dues $35 (Student
$17.50). Please make check payable to Atlanta Chapter, ATOS. Mail this application and your check to:
Wanda Carey Fields, 413 Concord Road SW, Smyrna, GA 30082-4509
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Support The Strand’s Halloween Movie Fest
The Earl Smith Strand Theatre will be screening several horror/science fiction films in October. ATOS Chapter organists
will be providing a pre-show organ concert and sing-a-long beginning 30 minutes prior to the movie start time so get there
EARLY!! Also, each film will have a five minute introduction by a local film historian. Ticket prices are $7 and $6 for
seniors. There is nothing like seeing a great film in a real historic movie theatre on state of the art digital projection preceded
by a live theatre organ program!!! Please see the below films with date and time of screening. Some days have double billed
and tripled billed movies so spend the day and evening at the square!! Remember the organ pre-show begins 30 minutes
prior to the below stated show time:
• Thursday October 22nd
7 pm - CREATURE FROM THE BLACK LAGOON
10 pm - 28 DAYS
• Friday October 23rd
7 pm - THE OMEN
10 pm - MYSTERY SCIENCE THEATRE
• Saturday October 24th
12 pm - YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN
7 pm - AN AMERICAN WEREWOLFE IN LONDON
10 pm - THE THING
• Sunday October 25, 3 pm - PHANTOM OF THE OPERA - the silent classic
1929 digitally restored version with Ron Carter providing a fantastic musical
accompaniment score!!! Please invite your friends, neighbors and entire family
to this event. Let’s show the Strand that Atlanta will support silent film
screenings with live accompaniment! Please see the enclosed flier-make copies
and display at your church, business and whereever else you can!
• Thursday October 29th,
7 pm - THE FLY
10 pm - ARMY OF DARKNESS
• Friday October 30th,
7 pm - THE BIRDS
10 pm - KING KONG VS GODZILLA (the cult 1960’s version)
• Saturday October 31st,
12 pm - CASPER
7 pm - PSYCHO
Ron Carter / Phantom of the Opera

Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

October 18, 3:00 pm, Meeting — “Music by Ron Carter and Friends” a musical variety show at the
Carter residence.
October 23, 7 pm — Ron Carter will present a theatre organ program, sing-a-long and accompany a
short silent comedy at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on Sandy Plains Road in Cobb County.
October 27 (Tues) at 7:00 pm — “Concert on the Sanctuary Organ” at Peachtree Road United
Methodist Church by Nicholas Bowden on the 4/135 Mander • Tickets: $10.00
October 31, 7:00 pm — Phantom of The Opera at the Alabama Theatre in Birmingham, Tom Helms,
Organist
November 22, 3:00 pm, Meeting – “Music from Down Under” with special Guest Artist, Mr. David
Johnston (direct from Australia ) at the Burud Residence on their Allen GW-IV
November 27-29 — Alabama Jubilee 2009, Birmingham, AL, ATOS Regional Convention
December 5 (Sat), 3:00 pm — Concert at Spivey Hall (Pre-Concert Talk: 2:00 pm) Dr. Joyce Jones
(Professor of Organ, Baylor University ) on the 3/79 Ruffatti • Tickets: $30
December 21, — “Larry, Carols and Mo” at the Atlanta Fox Theatre, Larry-Douglas Embury on the
4/40 Möller and Joe Gransden with his 15-piece orchestra. Free but tickets are required.

