
 

  

Please renew your ATOS Chapter membership if you haven't done so.  
 

  Level Base Cap 

Student    $17.50  

Basic    $35.00  

Donor    $75.00  $149.00 

Contributor  $150.00  $249.00 

Sponsor  $250.00  $499.00 

Patron  $500.00   And up 

Volume 57, Number  5                                                                             May  2023 

Official Newsletter of The Atlanta Chapter of the 
American Theatre Organ Society 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Chapter Meeting 
Memorial Day Weekend 

Saturday, May 27—2:30pm 
Ken Double in a Patriotic Salute at 

The GWIV at RiverCenter in Columbus 
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ATOS Atlanta 

A Letter from your President 

 
THE LIST OF APRIL “THANK YOU’s”  

READS LIKE WAR AND PEACE! 
 

Outside of July of 2013, the year the Atlanta Chapter of ATOS 
hosted the convention, I cannot recall a month of activity so fun 
and rewarding as the past month of April. And to say “Thanks” 
to everyone involved is a monumental undertaking. Consider 
what we accomplished or were directly involved: 
 
• Thank you to SCAD – the April 14th premiere of the Lucas 

Theatre Mighty Wurlitzer in Savannah was singularly 
spectacular! 

• Those “thanks” extend to President Paula Wallace, Executive 
Director Danny Filson, Josh Lotz-Christina Routhier-Meg 
Weichman who manage the Lucas Theatre and fell in love 
with the Wurlitzer; Matt Nickley and a host of talented 
members of the SCAD production team that created such a 
wonderful “vaudeville-style” show, and all those talented 
performers! 

• Our friend Stratton Leopold, who started it all; 
• The A. E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Company, including Art, 

Arthur, a whole team of craftsmen and technicians, and our 
beloved John Tanner (yes, we love “Grumpy!”) and our board 
member Kerry Bunn, who created a fantastic Mighty 
Wurlitzer organ! 

• Fast-forward to April 29-30, we say big “Thank You’s” to Larry 
Davis and John McCall who arranged transportation for artist 
Tedde Gibson, involving airport-to-Columbus; overnight 
there; then Columbus to Stone Mountain; our concert here; 
then Stone Mountain-back-to-Columbus for the Sunday 
concert there…Whew!  Lots of driving! 

• As it was at the Lucas, it has been since Day One at River 
Center with the wonderful Norm Easterbrook and his great 
staff that work so hard to make the organ presentations of 
The Wave special, including John Davis and the stage crew 
that always have everything set and ready to go! 

• To our donor, who while he wishes to avoid the spotlight, 
provides us the means by which we can put our instruments 
IN the spotlight in the first place; 

• To Dr. Michael Jones; Quentin Goins; LeRoy Kennedy; and 
everyone at Stephenson High School who are simply and 
overwhelmingly cooperative when we wish to stage 
something on our Grande Page Pipe Organ; 

• To Kerry Bunn for his expertise at tuning the pipe organ. 
Kerry makes his living at this, but volunteers for us. How 
great is that! 

(continued on next page) 

 

Atlanta Chapter, 
American Theatre Organ Society 

P.O. Box 426 
Marietta, Georgia 30061-0426 

404-790-5400 
www.atosatlanta.org 

www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta 
 
ACATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt 

organization under Section 501.c.3  
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
 Chapter President - Ken Double 
 Vice President - David Yackman 
 Treasurer - Paul Beavin 
 Secretary -  Larry Davis 
 Newsletter Editor - Debbie Chambless 
 Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis 
 Membership Director - Janis Beavin 
 Board members:  
           Kerry Bunn 
   Ron Carter 
   Rick Clear 
   Randy Hendry 
   Eddie Hulsey, Jr. 
   Lee Lanier 
 Strand Project – Ron Carter 
 Page Project – Jack Sandow 



 

3 

(continued) 
 

• And to videographer SUPREME, Rick Clear, who spent nearly 50 hours shooting, editing 
and creating that 11-minute bio of Graham Jackson for our presentation; 

• And finally, to Tedde Gibson, who was run through a logistical and travel ringer to per-
form two sensational shows for us. Tedde was spectacular, too! 

 
And on and on and on. You can understand the War and Peace reference. We awarded our 
first-ever Graham Jackson Scholarship. Congratulations to bass trombonist Cory Bohler, who 
is headed to the Eastman School of Music for his undergraduate work, and we are thrilled to 
provide him with $1500 toward his annual tuition. 
 
It has been a whirlwind. And by the time you read this, I will be splashing my toes in the 
pool in Palm Springs, enjoying a vacation. Come join us in Columbus on Saturday, May 27 at 
2:30 for our chapter meeting at RiverCenter – a Memorial Day patriotic tribute that Norm 
has opened to his audience. I hear some old sports announcer is playing, but come anyway. 
There is NO digital organ in a theatre that sounds as glorious as does our GW IV, dubbed 
The Wave, anywhere else on God’s green earth!  What a great April of 2023 for the Atlanta 
Chapter! Thanks to ALL!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t forget to renew your membership. We need you! 

Renew at atosatlanta.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome New Member 
 

Sidney Disher, Jr. 
 

               ATOS Atlanta 

atosatlanta.org
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              ATOS Atlanta 

Mayor Proclaims Ron Carter Day! 

What a complete surprise when at the end of my accompaniment of 
the silent film Flesh and the Devil, the audience kept applauding and 
would not leave!! Then I see Ken Double, John McCall, Larry Davis, 
Donna, John, Julie, Abby and Jake Carter walking down the aisle with 
John McCall carrying a large covered item. Then  coming on the stage 
was Strand Executive Director, Andy Gaines. Then behind me on the 
Strand Screen was the slide of a beautiful painting of me at the 
Strand's Mighty Allen Theatre Organ. My sincere thanks to the Atlanta 
Chapter for this honor, to the wonderful artistry of John McCall for the 
beautiful painting and to Andy Gaines and the Strand Board for the 
Mayor's Proclamation and their overwhelming support of the Chap-
ter's Mighty Allen Theatre Organ. And to my family, who I can always 
count on to stand by me and who give such strong support in all my 
musical endeavors! 
 
Ron Carter 
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You Can Go Home Again! 
 
One of the most oft repeated sayings is that one “cannot go home again.”  This adage, 
thankfully, did not hold true for the beloved Wurlitzer organ which was reinstalled in its 
original home, Savannah’s Lucas Theatre. On April 14, 2023, the Savannah College of Art 
and Design presented a glorious celebration honoring the 100th birthday of the theatre 
and the return of its soul. As the sellout crowd entered the foyer, the group stepped back 
in time. In regal fashion, uniformed ushers presented programs and Moon Pies to visitors. 
The concession stand featured candies from the 1920’s, and there were sounds of a bar-
bershop quartet wafting through the air.  
 
As the audience bristled with anticipation in the auditorium, it was serenaded by strolling  
guitarists--followed by a wonderful rendition of “Everything is Peaches Down in Georgia” 
by the quartet. An actor portraying owner Arthur Lucas welcomed the crowd as he herald-
ed the addition of the Wurlitzer to the theatre. SCAD President, Paula Wallace, greeted the 
crowd and recounted the dramatic journey of the instrument from its removal to trium-
phant return. Then the show was on!  
 
Attendees were treated to an old fashioned sampling of Vaudeville. From an ensemble de-
claring “There’s No Business Like Show Business” to a classic retelling of “Who’s On First?”, 
the audience was teased and tantalized in anticipation of the appearance of the Mighty 
Wurlitzer. After whetting collective appetites, our own Ken Double took the bench and 
summoned forth the first public golden organ tones to grace the Lucas in over five decades. 
In a medley designed to show off the diverse facets of the theatre organ, he put the 
Wurlitzer through its paces. Showing the untremmed side of the instrument, he played the 
dark and foreboding theme from “Phantom of the Opera.” To showcase the Wurlitzer’s  big 
band capabilities, next came a swinging version of “I Love Being Here With You!” (which we 
all did!). The tibia sobbed fully as it sang out “Over the Rainbow” in a fashion that would 
have made Judy Garland jealous!  Double even made the Unit Orchestra sound like a brass 
marching band as “76 Trombones” echoed ‘round the auditorium. “El Cumbanchero” fol-
lowed with a stellar nod to international rhythms. The appetizer course ended with a rol-
licking Ken Double arrangement of “If You Knew Susie.”  The powerful tones of the 
Wurlitzer were only overtaken by the thunderous applause given to an exceptional pairing 
of artist and instrument.  

 
After the well-deserved outpouring subsided, those in attend-
ance were able to experience the true calling of the theatre or-
gan. Double masterfully accompanied a silent comedy film enti-
tled “At Long Last,” which was produced by the students of 
SCAD. This film contained all  the elements of a classic of that 
era. From a bride chasing a groom down the streets of Savan-
nah to a happy ending in the Lucas Theatre itself, Double musi-
cally accentuated every nuance and comedic twist of the film 
with his spot-on original score. After a second round of thun-
derous applause, he took time to explain the instrument and 
the families of tones it so readily produces. To showcase its 
effectiveness as a one-man symphony, Double rendered a truly 
orchestral arrangement of the perennial Johann Strauss II  fa-
vorite, “Voices of Spring.” Single-handedly this gifted organist 
made every section of the orchestra come alive.  
 

              ATOS Atlanta 
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(continued) 
 
Just when the audience thought the zenith of the evening had arrived, Double continued on 
the melodic climb to the heavens by presenting an homage to Savannah’s favorite son--
Johnny Mercer--by playing an ethereal “Moon River,” which he invited the audience to join 
as a sing-along, and his query was met with a hearty response!  When one thought no more 
stylings could be produced from the Wurlitzer, Double again upped the performance ante 
when he accompanied SCAD’s own music coordinator, Candice Glover, in a raucous and 
rowdy rendition of Savannah’s sweetheart--“Hard Hearted Hannah!” Glover is a gifted  
vocalist of wide range and great ability.  

 
For this reviewer, one of the most moving moments came 
as the organ, in full liturgical mode, supported Glover and 
the SCAD ensemble in presenting the beloved sacred 
song, “Total Praise.” So soul-stirring was this selection 
that many in attendance were moved to tears. As a grand 
finale, the cast exited to a terrific reprise of “There’s No 
Business Like Show Business,” with the stentorian tones 
of the Wurlitzer singing out! 
 
It was a night not to be forgotten by anyone in attend-
ance. In the vernacular of country folk--“Ken Double done 
good!” As a long line of well-wishers queued up to speak 
with the artist and see the star, one eagerly anticipated 
the next crossing of Moon River to hear those glorious 
pipes again!  Welcome home!! 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ken Yura 
(No Double-meaning contained therein!) 
 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 
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A Perfect Union 
Tedde Gibson Celebrates Graham Jackson 

 
Without doubt, every town, every region, produces musicians of remarkable talent and creativity who 
never become celebrated nationwide, but who have a dedicated local following. In Atlanta, Graham 
Washington Jackson was such a musician, a musician of legend here with dedicated fans, who rose to 
international prominence as a result of a photograph.  

 
The term “keyboardist” is a new term born in the digital age, but 
Graham Jackson was the ultimate keyboardist who, decades ago, 
played anything with a keyboard with phenomenal musicianship. 
Piano, pipe organ, Hammond organ, Novachord, but his promi-
nence came from playing the accordion. Heard by President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, he became Roosevelt’s favorite musician, and the 
photograph of Jackson, weeping, playing “Goin’ Home” on the ac-
cordion as Roosevelt’s funeral cortege passed became, as has 
been said, the symbol of the world’s grief – a photograph of one 
the world’s greatest musicians honoring the loss of one of the 
world’s greatest leaders.  
 
Graham Jackson was never a member of the Atlanta Chapter of 
ATOS, but he had an indirect association with the chapter. Several 

members heard him play at the various venues in Atlanta where he appeared, Johnny Reb’s and Pitty-
pat’s Porch and even the Fox Theatre; he and our founding member, the late Bob Fountain, were good 
friends and worked together musically: and our own nationally famous Ben Hall took photographs of him 
at the console of the Fox Möller, one of which appears in his great volume The Best Remaining Seats. 
 
So, it was entirely appropriate that the Chapter honor this great Atlanta and Georgia musical legend with 
a concert and present a musical scholarship in his name to a talented musician from Stephenson High 
School, where our Grande Page Theatre Organ resides. It was equally appropriate that our organist of 
the day be Tedde Gibson, President of the American Theatre Organ Society.  
 
The program was somewhat delayed in beginning by a fact of life in Atlanta that has persisted for many 
decades, even as far back as when Graham Jackson was still present with us and that is traffic. Graham 
Jackson’s son, grandson and other members of the family were held up in unexpected traffic, but just as 
unexpected, and far more gratifying, was the swell of applause that filled the auditorium when they en-
tered and walked to their seats – applause honoring them as special guests, for their relationship to Mr. 
Jackson, Sr., and for being conservators of his history and memory. 
 
The program began with a video presentation on the life and achievements of Graham Jackson, created 
by Rick Clear, narrated by Ken Double, including interviews with Graham Jackson, Jr. and John McCall, a 
feast of photos of Mr. Jackson everywhere from the Strand Theatre to the Fox to the White House, and 
film of his appearance on the Ed Sullivan Show. Much of the video was undergirded with music from 
Jackson’s theatre organ recording Solid Jackson, recorded at the Byrd Theatre in Richmond, VA.  
 
At the end of the video presentation, Tedde Gibson was introduced and brought up the Grande Page 
console with Jalousie. And in this well-known work often performed on the theatre organ, we were in-
troduced to what would be the characteristic of the afternoon, and that can be summed up in the word 
“different.” His musical approach, his registrations, the dynamic flow of the compositions – all refresh-
ingly different from what we’ve heard before.  
 
 

 
 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued) 
 
Following the grand opening, with its accents and flourishes, the music became quieter with the pow-
erful Bring Him Home from Les Miserables, dedicated to those present who had served or were mar-
ried to those who served in the U.S. military services. Here we heard for the first time something that 
we would heard again -  a performance that began quietly, with a single solo voice in one chamber, 
then another chamber, gradually building to a grand ensemble, followed by a gradual reduction until 
it ended quietly, once again with single voices. And among the voices favored by Mr. Gibson were the 
Main Tibia, the Clarabella Flute, the Solo String ensemble, and the French Horn in the higher ranges.  
 
After the quiet work came the raucous, rambling, rhythmic At the Cakewalk, music to accompany a 
parody style of dancing that originated in the African-American community, as was delightfully ex-
plained by the artist. In this, there were multiple percussions, jumping keyboards and nothing but 
rhythm throughout. Tedde returned to the quiet and even spiritual mode with his performance of 
Thomas A. Dorsey’s legendary Precious Lord, Take My Hand born out of a tragedy in Dorsey’s life. 
 

Then it was time for the pizza parlor style to emerge with 
Chattanooga Choo-Choo as the train entered the auditorium, 
crossed the room, and departed. Following the passage of the 
choo-choo train, Tedde presented the selection that, especially 
for theatre organists, was the most engaging of the first half of 
the show and that was Brown and Horner’s Sentimental Jour-
ney. Tedde announced he would be recreating the “Hammond 
sound”on the pipe organ, and did he ever fulfill on that prom-
ise, recreating that sound more effectively that this author has 
ever heard, and according to several comments after the show, 
there was general concurrence with that sentiment. What a 
moment! Tedde could rev up and slow down that “Leslie” with 
incredible realism. 

 
A series of songs themed around the word “Somewhere” ended the first division of music – Some-
where Out There (An American Tail), Somewhere (There’s a Place for Us) (West Side Story), and the 
title song from Somewhere in Time. 
 
It was then time for the Voices of Stephenson under the direction of LeRoy Kennedy. They began with 
a quiet choral/liturgical work Dona Nobis Pacem that consisted of those words, meaning “give us 
peace”, stated, repeated and re-echoed through a series of chords, progressions and musical state-
ments. From that classical work, they moved to something just as classical in its own way in their own 
heritage, the well-known but engaging Ain’t That Good News with rhythmic power and emphasis. The 
first half of the program concluded with another well-known African-American work, Elijah Rock.  
 
Following the brief intermission, Mr. Kennedy and the Voices of Stephenson returned, this time with 
contemporary offerings, opening with Stevie Wonder’s Don’t You Worry About a Thing, followed by a 
very engaging performance of Ease on Down the Road, the Diana Ross song from “The Wiz.”  Their 
concluding work repeated the theme of their opening work, this time in English, the wonderful senti-
ment Peace be With You. 
 
The Voices left the stage but Mr. Kennedy remained and was 
joined by Ken Double and Tedde Gibson to present the first  
Graham Jackson Memorial Scholarship, in honor of the great  
musician, and presented this first year to Cory Bohler, bass  
trombonist, soon to be a student at the prestigious Eastman  
School of Music.  
 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued) 
 

With the conclusion of the presentation, Mr. Gibson returned to the console for his reintroduction, 
this time coming up to – what?  A toccata of his own invention borrowing from Bach? Or Jongen – 
there’s a little of that sort of thing. Aha, there’s a line from O, God Our Help in Ages Past. So, he’s do-
ing a Virgil Fox style transcription and creating a Toccata and Fugue on the hymn – but no!  Here 
comes a theme creeping in and growing - and it is Lerner and Loewe: Get Me to the Church on Time!  
And that was what it was. Tedde called it a Toccata and Fugue but would perhaps more accurately be 
called Toccata, Fantasy, and Fugue on Get Me to the Church on Time  – a wonderful romp that went 
from off-trem to on-trem and back again – and there was even a little of the Widor Toccata emerging 
towards the end. A theatre and classical and liturgical organ mashup - to use a modern term – and a 
roaring success. 
 
Then it was a return to the Gospel world with Yes, God Is Real, and away again to a medley of songs 
by Stevie Wonder. Then back to a beautiful liturgical work by Richard Smallwood, Total Praise.  
 
To conclude the afternoon: once again starting quiet and resolving in a thundering and rhythmic end-
ing -  the most appropriate Sweet Georgia Brown. A standing ovation and thunderous applause 
brought Tedde back to the console for a powerful and moving rendition of Weatherly and Adams The 
Holy City, and here we experienced the sum of the afternoon: small voices gradually building to a 
grand finale.  
 
That grandeur was indeed an appropriate finale to a grand afternoon for Stephenson High School, the 
family of Graham Jackson, at the Atlanta Chapter of ATOS.  
 
 
 
 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 
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Upcoming Chapter Events 
 

May Chapter Meeting  Patriotic Salute at RiverCenter 
       Saturday, May 27 - 2:30pm 
       Ken Double at the GWIV Console 
 
June Chapter Meeting  Saturday, June 11  -  3:00pm 
       Stephenson High School 
       16 year old Ben Forsthoffer at the Grande Page 
 
July Chapter Meeting  Sunday, July 16  -  3:00pm 
       Stephenson High School 
       Brett Miller  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Carter 
Strand Theatre Events 

Pre-Shows by Strand Organists 
 

Sat, May 13 Marietta Pops Orchestra Spring Concert -  7:00pm 
    organ pre-show at 6:30pm by Ron Carter 
 
    This orchestra is celebrating its 13th year and is made up of volunteers and some 
    paid professionals with 50 players on the stage showcasing current pops music  
    and music from the American Song Book. Tickets are only $20 for an hour and  
    20 minutes worth of great music. As former Chair of the Orchestra Board, I can 
    attest to the quality of this presentation. 
 
Fri, May 26  The King and I  -  organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Misha Stefanuk 
 
Fri, June 30  My Fair Lady  -  organ pre-show at 7:30pm by John McCall 
 
Fri, Aug 25  Singin’ In The Rain  -  organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Larry Davis 
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