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Our May Chapter Program will be 
at the wonderful art deco PLAZA 
THEATRE located at 1049 Ponce 
De Leon Ave NE, Atlanta Ga. 
30306. Please note the time 
change from our normal chapter 
meeting time. The film will begin 
at 5pm but come early for a 
wonderful organ pops pre-show 
on the Chapters Allen LLQ324 
theatre organ meticulously 
installed in the theatre with 
double audio!! If you were unable 
to come to our Christmas program 
to hear this wonderful instrument 
here is another opportunity!!! Our 
on Ron Carter will accompany 
this 1925 epic film starring John 
Gilbert and directed by King 
Vidor! He has developed a 

 

THE BIG PARADE 
  PLAZA THEATRE SUNDAY AFTERNOON MAY 19th WITH ORGAN 

PRESHOW AT 4:30 pm 
    FREE TO CHAPTER MEMBERS!! 

wonderful accompaniment 
score using music from the 
1920s. There is free parking in 
front and in back of the theatre 
or across the street at the 
church. 
 
The film is about an idle rich 
boy who joins the US Army's 
Rainbow Division and is sent 
to France to fight in WWI. He 
becomes a friend of two 
working class men, 
experiences the horrors of 
trench warfare, and finds love 
with a French girl. The film 
was groundbreaking for not 
glorifying the war or ignoring 
its human cost. The Big Parade 
was one of the greatest hits of 
the 1920s. It played in some 
large cities continually for a 
year or more!!  
 
Come experience watching a 
silent feature length film the 
way they were meant to be 
watched, with a pristine print, 
in a beautiful 1939 art deco 
theatre accompanied live on a 
wonderful theatre organ!!!  
 

Thanks to our 
Donors 

Wanda Fields 
Bruce & Marie Brownlow   
Hall Cristman 
Don Eckles 
Carroll & Kay Eddleman 
Keith Huffstetter   
Joe Mackrovitch   
Keith Vansant 
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Atlanta Chapter, 

American Theatre Organ Society 
P.O. Box 426 

Marietta, Georgia 30061-0426 
404-725-1155 

www.atosatlanta.org 
www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta 
ACATOS is recognized as a tax-
exempt organization under Section 
501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 
 
Chapter President - Ken Double 
Vice President - Randy  Elkins 
Treasurer - Rick McGee 
Secretary -  Bill Thompson 
Newsletter Editor - Ted Barnett 
Chapter Correspondent - Larry 
Davis 
Board members:  
        John Alford 
   John Tanner 
   Eddie Hulsey, Jr. 
   Larry Davis 
   Randy Hendry 

A Letter from your President 

A big thanks to Jeff Ayers and his compatriots at 
the Allen Organ Studios of Atlanta for hosting us 
last month, (and to Randy Elkins for his excellent 
part of the program) and this month we will again 
enjoy the sounds of an Allen Organ, but in a 
totally different environment. 
 
On Sunday, May 19th, at 5 p.m., the Plaza Theatre 
will continue with its series of silent film features 

with THE BIG PARADE.  Set during World War I, it tells the tale of 
two brothers affected by the ravages of war, and how it intersects with 
life overall.  John Gilbert stars in a film that was one of the biggest 
worldwide box office successes of the 1920’s. 
 
Ron Carter will do the honors on the 3-manual Allen LLQ324, which 
sounds absolutely fantastic in the Plaza Theatre.  This will be our 
chapter meeting, with a twist.  We encourage you to arrive about 4:15…
pre-show music will commence at 4:30. We will have a chance to greet 
the audience and introduce the movie, and introduce ourselves and 
promote ACATOS. 
 
And, as it is with almost all of our chapter meetings, IT IS FREE!  Just 
show up?  We will have reps at the ticket table to assist.  BE SURE TO 
WEAR YOUR BADGE, or “Say the Secret Word – Mighty Allen 
Organ” – to gain entrance.  And, to help our new partners at the Plaza, 
buy lots of popcorn, Cokes, and if so moved, grab a cocktail after the 
movie! 
 
This is a great way to work in concert with our new partners at the 
Plaza, and make good use of that wonderful sounding Allen theatre 
organ.  Mark your calendars for May 19 at 5 p.m. Doors open shortly 
after 4, and pre-show music at 4:30. 
 
Meanwhile, June will be at Rick McGee’s house, and we will have a 
MAJOR announcement at that meeting.  Good news, for sure! 
 
We also expect June will be a busy month at Stephenson High School 
as we continue the work schedule to complete the Page.  There are a 
couple of major items, and a ton of little things to complete, or clean up, 
or upgrade and the crew will be busy. 
 
Finally, LET ME SING AND I’M HAPPY is the new CD recording of 
the Page organ featuring vocalist Daniel Mata and and yours truly.  
Contact me if interested, or we will have them for sale at future 
meetings.  The guy at the organ was OK.  Daniel sounds fantastic!!! 
 
See you at the Plaza May 19th! 
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Happy Sum-
mer! Ok, it’s 
not even Me-
morial Day but 
I’m in a sum-
mer state of 
mind. What a 
great time we 
had at Allen 
Organ Studios 
of Atlanta with 

Jeff Ayres and Alan Buchanan. 
Alan arranged two vastly differ-
ent instruments (a Theatre organ 
and a classical organ) so that 
they could use the same speak-
ers. Ain’t technology amazing! 
Anyway, I had fun and it seems 
those in attendance did as well. 
 

And that Ken Double - how does 
he keep all those darn waltz mel-
odies for Voices of Spring in his 
head? And the registration 
changes - amazing. I love, love, 
love his jazz registrations and 
style - perhaps he’ll share the 
secrets in a future article. 
 

Rather than not having a May 
chapter meeting due to so many 
busy schedules, the chapter Fa-
thers (you know, the old guys!) 
started working to get us free 
admission to the silent movie 
May 19 at the Plaza! It worked, 
we’re going to help the Plaza 
build audience and voila, we 
have a May Chapter Meeting. 
Ron Carter will be at the organ 
for the movie and the pre-show 
warm-up act is TBA. It’s also 
the day before my birthday, I 
thought you would want to 
know! What more could I ask 
for??? Oh yeah, FREE ADMIS-
SION. That’s something worth 
shouting about! Find the Calen-
dar of Events for more info. 

Please notice on the Calendar of 
Events that the deadline for sub-
missions for the newsletter are 
now included. Let’s help the 
newsletter editor (currently Ted 
Barnett) by honoring the dead-
lines and getting our info in on 
time - early is cool, too. 
 

Our June meeting will be a 
BBQ/Cookout at Rick McGee’s 
home with open console on the 5 
Manual Rodgers Theatre Organ 
(OK, trying to see who actually 
reads this!) Rick will be handy 
to make you sound your best! 
Watch for more details in the 
June newsletter. 
 

In July I will attend my first 
ATOS National Convention in 
Rochester, NY. This will be my 
first trip to Rochester, home of 
the Eastman School of Music, 
where three of my organ teach-
ers and scores of my colleagues 
studied. If you’re trying to find 
economical housing for the con-
vention check out AirBnB.com 
for their listings. I’m paying 
$35/night for a private room in a 
house near the convention hotel. 
Even with use of Uber/Lyft 
ridesharing to get to the conven-
tion hotel I’ll save a good deal 
over the incredibly low conven-
tion hotel rate. 
 

I’ll be looking for you May 19 at 
the Plaza Theatre for our chapter 
meeting and silent movie! 
 

RandyE 

From the Veep 

For Sale 
 

50 watt Allen organ amplifiers 
(Model T-50) available for 
free. 
I have 7 of them, plus one 
DOA which is good for parts. 
Jay Mitchell  sou-
sascousin@gmail.com   

mailto:sousascousin@gmail.com
mailto:sousascousin@gmail.com
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FRIDAY MAY 10th: MAMA MIA at the Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre. Organ pre-show by Deb-
bie Chambless starts at 7:30. The margaritas will be flowing and this is the sing-a-long version! A good 
time will be had by all!!! 
 
FRIDAY May 10th: 7pm Three silent comedy shorts by Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd, and Buster Keaton 
screened at Shandon UMC sponsored by the greater Columbia SC AGO. Artist is Ron Carter playing a BIG 
Moller with Walker additions. This program is free! The church is located at 3407 Devine St. Columbia 
SC . If you happen to be in the area or have friends or relatives please invite them to come!! 
 
SUNDAY MAY 19th: THE BIG PARADE at the PLAZA THEATRE beginning with an organ pops pre-
show at 4:30pm. This is the Chapters May program! ADMISSION IS FREE TO ATOS MEMBERS and 
FRIENDS!!  Ron Carter will accompany this 1925 epic silent film starring John Gilbert and directed by 
King Vidor.  
 
FRIDAY May 24th FERRIS BUELLERS DAY OFF at the Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre. Organ 
pops preshow at 7:30pm organist TBA 
 
FRIDAY JUNE 9th: THE BIG PARADE at the Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre. Organ pre-show 
starts at 2:30 with Larry Davis at the console. Ron Carter accompanies this epic 1925 silent feature film. So 
if you can't make it to the Plaza on May 19th you will have a 2nd chance to experience this film. 
 
FRIDAY JUNE 28th: BEATLEJUICE at the Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre. Organ pre-show starts 
at 7:30pm organist TBA 
 

Ron Carter’s what’s going  
on at the Strand, Plaza and Carolina 
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A Great Musical Force 
By  

Larry Davis 
 

 I first met Evelyn Gibbs on my initial visit to the Patriotic Celebration at the Soldier’s and Sailor’s Memori-
al Auditorium in Chattanooga. It had occurred to me the summer celebration could be part of our 2013 Con-
vention, and I wanted to check it out. By a fortuitous chance that evening, I met the then-president of the 
Chattanooga Music Club, was introduced to several board members including Miss Evelyn, and that occasion 
opened the discussions that led to Walt Strony playing the grand Austin Organ as part of our Overture  – and 
led to the CMC using theatre organists for quite a few of their events since that time. 
 From the moment I met her, it was obvious that everyone showed a great deal of deference to her and that 
her opinion was valuable and valued. She remained one of the principal musicians of Chattanooga in the en-
suing years until her passing this past March 17 at the age of 90. Though she was not a theatre organist and 
the Tivoli organ is not one of the CMC projects, she recognized the value of the Wurlitzer in the musical 
world of Chattanooga. I remember her as a person who supported us in all our endeavors in her beloved city 
and as such, worthy to be remembered here. 
 Evelyn held bachelor and master of music degrees from the University of Chattanooga, with a major in pi-

ano, but also studied organ there as well. Her formidable musical presence emerged while she was in college, 
where she served as president of Collegium Musicum, was a member of the band and orchestra and was ac-

companist for the Male Glee Club. Evelyn was accompanist for the early Chattanooga Opera Association’s 

operas, for the Chattanooga Civic Chorus,  and for the UC music department’s weekly radio program. Evelyn 
served as president of The Chattanooga Music Club, was Dean of the Chattanooga AGO Chapter, and was a 

one of the founders of the Chattanooga Music Teachers Association. Evelyn was pianist at Central Baptist 

Church before joining Brainerd Baptist Church as organist in 1950, where she remained for 45 years. Evelyn 
was invited to play the dedicatory program for the Maas-Rowe carillon that was installed in the Sunsphere at 

the 1982 Knoxville World’s Fair, and dedicatory programs for carillons installed in churches across the 

South. She was chair of the Chattanooga Music Club’s Organ Restoration Committee for the restoration of 
the Memorial Auditorium’s Austin Pipe Organ from 1985-2007, a member of the advisory committee for the 

renovation of the Auditorium, and a member of the steering committee for the renovation of the Auditorium’s 

Walker Theatre.  In 2010 the Chattanooga Music Club created the special position of Secretary General for 
her in recognition of all that Miss Gibbs had done for the club and the music community of the Tennessee 

Valley. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDARS) 

 

Date Time Location Event Description 

        

May 10 Friday 7:00 PM Shandon United 
Methodist Church, 
3407 Devine St., 
Columbia, SC 

Three Silent Comedy Shorts - Ron Carter accompanies on 
a large Moeller pipe organ with digital additions by Walker. 
FREE Sponsored by Columbia SC Chapter American Guild of 
Organists 

May 10 Friday 7:30 PM Strand Theatre - 
Marietta, GA 

Mama Mia (Movie) organ pres-show: Debbie Chambless. 
Movie starts at 8:00 pm 

May 19 Sunday 4:30 PM Plaza Theatre - At-
lanta. GA 

Atlanta Chapter ATOS Monthly Meeting - The Big Parade 
1925 Silent starring John Gilbert, directed by King Vidor. 
Ron Carter, organist. Admission $13, CHAPTER members 
FREE 

May 24 Friday 7:30 PM Strand Theatre - 
Marietta, GA 

Ferris Bueller's Day Off organ preshow. Movie starts at 
8:00 pm 

May 24 Friday NOON Email TBar-
nett56@att.net 

Deadline for submissions for June newsletter of ACATOS 

June 16 Sunday 3:00 PM Rick McGee's Home Atlanta Chapter ATOS Monthly Meeting -  Cookout and 
open console at Rick McGee's home, Ken Double at the 
grill, Mighty 5 Manual Allen Organ 

June 21 Friday NOON Email TBar-
nett56@att.net 

Deadline for submissions for July newsletter of ACATOS 

June 28 Friday 7:30 PM Strand Theatre - 
Marietta, GA 

Beetlejuice organ preshow, movie starts at 8:00 pm 

July 9  Tuesday 2:30 PM Strand Theatre - 
Marietta, GA 

The Big Parade organ preshow, Larry Davis, movie starts 
at 3:00 pm, Ron Carter, organist 

July 19 Friday 7:00 PM Stephenson High 
School 

Atlanta Chapter ATOS Monthly Meeting - SYA Participant 
Showcase, Mighty Page Organ 

July 26 Friday NOON Email TBar-
nett56@att.net 

Deadline for submissions for August newsletter of ACA-
TOS 

August 19 Sun-
day 

3:00 PM Ballroom of Am-
sterdam Cafe, 502 
Amsterdam Ave NE 
A, Atlanta, GA 
30306 (on Pied-
mont Park) 

Atlanta Chapter ATOS Monthly Meeting - Tribute to Bob 

Fountain featuring top Atlanta area cabaret artists who 
were discovered by Bob including Tommie Macon, Kathryn 
Petrof, Andrew Fazakerly, and the Hammond PortaB! 

August 23 Fri-
day 

NOON Email TBar-
nett56@att.net 

Deadline for submissions for September newsletter of AC-
ATOS 

Chapter Events Plaza Thea-
tre Events 

Strand Theater 
Events 

Venues Outside Atlanta 


