
         For those who enjoyed the sounds of the Grande Page at 
the Dedication Concert, you’ve got a chance to hear it again.  
If you missed it, don’t miss this!  Our next chapter meeting 
will be at Stephenson High School, and it will feature a 
“Cavalcade of Stars” as we open the bench to all of our 

talented players to simply enjoy some great music.  The date 
is SATURDAY, MAY 10 at 3 pm..  This switch to Saturday 
was more convenient for all involved at Stephenson High 
School. 
 

Upcoming Chapter Meetings 
Then, Sunday, June 22 at 3 pm, we will meet at the Tivoli 
Theatre after the short drive to Chattanooga and enjoy that 
wonderful Wurlitzer.  Indianapolis organist Justin Nimmo 
will be there to entertain us.   
 

So, mark your calendars: 
• Saturday, May 10 at 3 pm—Stephenson High School 

• Sunday, June 22 at 3 pm—Tivoli Theatre, Chattanooga 

with Justin Nimmo 

• July meeting—date TBA 

• Saturday, August 23 —We’re Back to Bucky’s in Butler!  

Details to come. 
 

See you at Stephenson May 10th! 
Ken Double 

May 2014 
At lanta  Chapter,  
Amer ican Theatre Organ Society  

 

May Meeting, Saturday May 10 at 3:00 pm 

“Cavalcade of Stars” At Stephenson H.S. 

“JCMjr at the  

ESST GW-IV” 
 

         Sunday, April 30th, 2014 at 3:00 
pm, Marietta, Georgia was once again 
the target of a bunch of Theatre Pipe 
Organ enthusiasts (and Others) !!!!  The 
Earl Smith Strand and its Allen GW-IV 
were being put to the test – and they 
passed !!!!! 
         The meeting began with Tim 
Stephens greeting us and covering some 
chapter business, then a report on the 
concert recently at Stephenson High 
School, with Jelani Eddington putting 
the Page pipe organ through a thorough 
test and the great success of the event to 
introduce the instrument to the school 
body.  John ‘Grumpy’ Tanner then 
introduced our guest artist (we finally 
let him perform – after a couple of 
delays) – Mr. John C. McCall !! 
         The GW-IV rose from the pit and 
the house was filled with the tune In 
Love for the Very First Time, and from 
then on, a wide selection of music was 
to come our way. 
         Next up, a song for member Bob 
Fountain - A Little on the Lonely Side.  
Then, the song Linda for Donna Carter 

(just substitute Donna for Linda, 
although I bet there is no real substitute 
for Donna “”) 
         A comprehensive and well-chosen 
medley from the show Me and My Gal 

presented a number of selections that 
have become staples in the music 
world. 
         I Love You, for Sentimental 

Reasons  was presented as a 50th anni-
versary tribute. 
         I’m Gonna Love You as Long as I 

Live – as Ella Fitzgerald might have 
presented it took us to intermission. 
         Shaking the Blues Away got the 
second half off to a rousing start – many 
toe-tappers present! 
         We were transported to the Isle of 
Capri via Billy May’s arrangement for 

Frank Sinatra, and then shown 
Wonderland by Night. 
        Operetta must be served, and it 
was - You are My Heart’s Desire from 
the pen of Franz LeHar. 
        She’s Funny That Way offered a 
nicely placed musical style to bring us 
back to modern times (at least, for 
Theatre Organ folks!) 
        Next, a couple of Perry Como 
favorites – Catch a Falling Star and 
Magic Moments rounded out the 
program. 
        Not letting him leave, John was 
tasked with an encore selection, and he 
let us know his love for theatre organ 
and theatre organ folks with You’ll 
Never Know. 

        A relaxed afternoon, great music, 
a most personable and genuine artist, 
and in a theatre !!  What else could you 
ask for ???  Thanks, John, for the 
scheduling patience and the great 
musical gift you share with us !!!! 

        Offered  by Biz E. Body, a com-
pletely unbiased ear!   Remember, the 
walls / chambers / console and lift have 
ears !!!!!! 

Directions to Stephenson H.S. on Page 2 



Ads or announcements for this newsletter:  

Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or 

elfields@yahoo.com 

Atlanta Chapter,   
American Theatre Organ Society 

 

P.O. Box 426 
Marietta, Georgia  30061-0426 

404-725-1155 
www.atosatlanta.org 

www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta 
 

AC/ATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under 
Section 501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue Code.   

 

Chapter President - Tim Stephens 
Vice President - James Thrower 
Treasurer - Rick McGee 
Secretary - Kathy Lanegger 
Newsletter Editor - Elbert Fields 
Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis 

Directions to Stephenson High School 
        From I-85 N - Turn South on Jimmy Carter Blvd. which changes 
to Mountain Industrial Blvd. and then Hairston at Memorial Dr.  Go to 
the 3rd traffic light and turn left on Rockbridge Rd.  When you cross the 
railroad tracks, continue two miles and turn right on Stephenson Rd.  Go 
1 mile. School is on the right.        
        From I-285 - Exit on Memorial and turn East toward Stone 
Mountain.  Turn right on Rockbridge Rd. and continue. When you cross 
the railroad tracks, continue two miles and turn right on Stephenson Rd.  
Go 1 mile.  School is on the right. 
        From I-20 West Side - Take Exit 74 and go north on Lithonia 
Industrial Blvd. Turn left on Stone Mt. Lithonia Rd. Go about a mile and 
turn right at the light onto S. Dishon Rd. Proceed approximately 1.25 miles 
(past a church on the right) and turn left on Alford which dead-ends into 
Stephenson Rd. Turn left. The school will be about 1/2 mile on your left. 

School address is: 701 Stephenson Road, Stone Mountain, GA 30087 

        "How does one say "Thank You" to the members of the Atlanta Chapter for a lifetime of musical memories? Some of the 
greatest ones have occurred at our beloved Fox Theatre, including:  
• 1966 - Billy Nalle  
• 1974 - Lyn Larsen (and later concert dates)  
• 1977-78 Hector Olivera  and the Georgia State University/Atlanta ATOS's "Keyboard Colossus," to name just a few.  
My small gifts to the Page Project are the only way I know how to say "thanks" for enriching me through great music and great 
people. The Award accorded me was not necessary; it was something I felt very sure about doing!                                           
                                                                                                                                                                    Thanks Again,  

Gary Mitchell 

         The plaque presented to Gary Mitchell by Tim Stephens at the Page Organ Dedication states, 
“American Theatre Organ Society, Atlanta Chapter President’s Award Presented to Gary Mitchell In 
recognition of your selfless contributions and dedication to the project which have provided the 
Chapter and community with a world-class instrument and installation. The Grande Page Organ 
Stephenson High School, Stone Mountain , GA 

On Behalf of the Chapter 
Tim Stephens, President 

President’s 

Message 
        I t  was  one 
‘Grande’ evening for 

our Grande Page Organ as incredible 
talents combined to present one very 
special program.  The Atlanta Chapter 
was very well represented as our mem-
bers and friends from across the South 
made the trek to Stone Mountain to be 
part of the festivities.         O f f i c i a l s 
from Stephenson High School and the 
DeKalb County School System are now 
well aware how important this instru-
ment is to our organization and how 
much we treasure our unique partnership 
with them.  This is the first of many 
collaborations to come as the Page 
comes to maturity in its new home, and I 
thank each and every person who played 
a part in making this the crowning event 
that it was. 

        Host a National Convention – 
check!  Dedicate our labor of love 
installation in Grande style – check!  So 
where do we go from here?  Our next 
big Chapter project is taking fine form 
as we work out the details to place our 
newly acquired Allen LL-324Q-SP thea-
tre organ in a fitting venue.  We’re 
hoping to finalize those details this 
month with a beautiful facility and a 
new partnership with Marietta City 
Schools.  If all approvals go as planned, 
installation would occur this summer.  
Best of all, no ships are required from 
this point forward – although rumor has 
it that the organ is longing to return to 
Valencia for another visit!  We hope to 
be able to share all of the details with 
you in next month’s newsletter, and I 
know you’ll be excited as we are about 
this very special home and the opportu-
nities that it presents. 
 

        Meanwhile, Ken Double, Larry 
Davis, and Bert Allee are actively 
working with the Tivoli Theatre and 
Chattanooga Music Club to host a silent 
movie presentation to help commemo-
rate the 90th birthday of the Tivoli 
Wurlitzer.  Interest is high and planning 
has gone well to this point.  Timing for 
this event is looking to be late summer 
and on a weekend.  We’ll keep you 
apprised of the details as they are 
finalized, and we are very much looking 
forward to showcasing this wonderful 
instrument which is too often 
overlooked. 
        And that’s just to name a few!  So, 
as they say, ‘stay tuned for more’.  Our 
May meeting is a little earlier in the 
month than usual and is on a Saturday, 
so keep those points in mind.  I’ll look 
forward to seeing you on May 10th! 

Tim Stephens 
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Stone Mountain, GA Now 

Has a New 

MUSICAL Attraction — 

The Grande Page Organ 

Made a Grande debut! 
By Ken Double 

        Anyone in attendance is still find-
ing it difficult to express the glorious 
feelings following the Dedication 
Concert of the Grande Page Organ 
Thursday, April 3 at Stephenson High 
School.  Those who were there experi-
enced something truly special.  If you 
could not attend for whatever reason, 
you missed: 

• A sound out of the Page Organ we 

had not heard before – simply 
spectacular, and much of that 
because John Tanner did not sleep 
for a month or more.  Grumpy’s 
work was spectacular. 

• Jelani Eddington at his best, 

including medleys from Phantom of 
the Opera and Star Wars, the last of 
which has generated over one 
million “hits” on YouTube 

• The most marvelous young 

musicians you will ever hear on a 
stage, as the Wind Ensemble and the 
Chorale Singers were simply sensa-
tional with a performance level far, 
FAR beyond “high schoolers” 

• Four….count ‘em…four standing 

ovations, including the applause for 
the finale, which was Battle Hymn 
of the Republic with organ, Wind 
Ensemble and Chorale Singers 
generating goose bumps we will 
remember for a long time. 

        Jelani Eddington declared the 
organ was excellent – very fun and 
exciting to play. And then went out and 
proved it with an inspiring performance 
fitting a dedication concert.  He was 

“blown away” and totally inspired by the 
talents and professionalism displayed by 
the young Stephenson High School 
musicians. 
         The concert opened with Jule Styne 
and Stephen Sondheim’s Some People, a 
rousing rendition that got the show 
started in fine fashion.  First half high-
lights included his marvelous medley 
from Phantom of the Opera, and Jelani 
ended the first half with his spectacular 
Star Wars Suite that has been a YouTube 
video sensation with nearly one million 
views on the internet. 

         In between, we heard the wonder-
ful Stephenson High School Chorale 
Singers, 27 voices that produced a level 
of sound far beyond the youth standing 
on those risers. Dr. Vada Coleman is the 
director, and there is no doubt she is 
working some magic with young vocal-
ists.  Their portion of the program 
consisted of three selections: Plenty 

Good Room; Benedictus with the Page 
organ; And the Word Is God.  The 
conclusion of the final selection brought 
the audience to its feet for the first of 
four standing ovations.  And those 
talented singers deserved it all.  And it 
was not the first time the audience would 
be “wow’d” by young musicians on the 
Stephenson stage. 

         Great standards Get Happy and 
Over the Rainbow opened the second 
half before Stephenson’s Director of 

Bands, Quentin Goins took to the 
podium with nearly 50 young musicians 
on stage and ready to perform. 
         A mind-boggling array of intricate 
notes on staff paper followed as the 
Wind Ensemble performed Concertino 
for Four Percussions.  In a performance 
worthy of the finest professional ensem-
ble, these young men and women put on 
a display of musicianship that was 
simply spectacular. 
         All too quickly, an organ/ensemble 
duet of The World Is Waiting for a 

Sunrise preceded the finale, with organ, 
Wind Ensemble and Chorale Singers 
joining forces for a stirring, spine-
tingling presentation of The Battle Hymn 
of the Republic.         In yet another 
display of great musicianship, this 
performance left the audience at once 
breathless, and yet on its feet instantly.  
A fitting close to a great concert, with an 
encore to allow Jelani to “musically kiss 
the audience good night.” 
         On a personal note, I attended my 
first theatre organ concert in 1968, at the 
Oriental Theatre in Chicago.  That 
makes 46 years of hearing and attending 
organ concerts.  This was one of the 
most exciting nights I have ever 
witnessed. 
         Thank you to all at Stephenson 
High School, to Jack Sandow for 
patience beyond belief, to John Tanner 
for bringing all of that expertise to the 
project, to Rick McGee and Johnny 
Gravely for creating one for the most 
exciting moments in theatre organ – that 
Page console coming out of the pit is 
simply breathtaking!!  And to Bob Haag, 
Larry Davis, John Alford, Tim Stephens, 
Randy Hendry (who performed a mira-
cle getting the relay system upgrade 
installed – and up to Jelani’s exacting 
and demanding performance standards), 
R.B. Coulter for his work creating the 
concert night program, and every last 
one of you who lifted the first finger or 
wrote the first check to help, especially 
to Gary Mitchell, who has written the 
last SEVERAL checks that will allow us 
to create one of the finest theatre organs 
in the world once we are all finished. 
         Thanks, too, to Walt Winn who 
was in attendance.  It’s hard to believe 
his gift dates back more than 20 years.  It  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Theatres of Augusta, 

Georgia with Organs 
By John Tanner 

 

         The City of Augusta was founded in 
1735, and as such is Georgia's second 
oldest major city. General James Edward 
Oglethorpe named the city, in honor of 
the Princes of Wales; Augusta was also 
the mother of King George III. Augusta 
is situated along the banks of the Savan-
nah River, and was the site of many of 
the states earliest industrial enterprises.  
Along with its industrial growth, Augusta 
was also the site of many of Georgia’s 
institutions of higher learning and 
medical research. 
         By the early 1900's, Augusta could 
boast about having an opera house and 
several small theaters that were present-
ing Vaudeville, and that new form of 
entertainment, motion pictures.  During 
this period, theatres such as the Star, 
Elite, Dreamland, Strand, and Modjeska, 
were theatres that had opened in an 
existing building.  It was not until 1916, 
that a theatre would be built in Augusta, 
whose purpose was the showing of 
motion pictures and the presenting of 
high-class Vaudeville 
         In the November 26, 1916 edition 
of the Augusta Chronicle, was the 
announcement that the New Modjeska 
Theatre would open the following 
Thursday, with Marcus Loew's 
Vaudeville Attractions, direct from New 
York. 
         The Modjeska Theatre would be 
managed by Frank Miller, who would go 
on to become Augusta's leading enter-
tainment manager. The architect for the 
New Modjeska was G. Lloyd Preacher of 
Atlanta, who had already designed many 
of Augusta's important new buildings. 

        The New Modjeska opened across 
the street from the Modjeska which was 
also operated by Miller. 
        One of the striking features of the 
New Modjeska were the terra cotta tiles 
used to face the entire front of the 
building,  even to this day, the tiles retain 
their crisp features. The New Modjeska 
also represented the first theatre building 
in Augusta to be built of re-enforced 
concrete, which not only allowed for a 
better over all structure, but also made 
the theatre fireproof. Being fireproof was 
an important feature, since many of the 
previous buildings on this section of 
Broad Street had been recently destroyed 
by fire. 
        The New Modjeska also featured 
one of the first cantilevered balconies in 
this part of the country, extending out 
almost 20 feet beyond its last supports. 
This feature removed the peek around 
post that was a familiar site in many 
theatres at that time. Aside from having 
the latest in stage equipment, plumbing, 
electrical, and ventilation systems, there 
are very few descriptions of the decora-
tive features of the interior.  Most of the 
descriptions are of the contributions of 
the suppliers and contractors that built the 

New Modjeska. 
         One Item that was not in the New 
Modjeska upon its opening, was a pipe 
organ. It would not be until February of 
1921, that the sounds of a pipe organ 
would fill the New Modjeska. 
         The organ was Henry Pilcher's Sons 
Opus #1075 of 2 manuals and 12 ranks.  
It is not known exactly were the organ 
was installed, but descriptions indicate 
that the organ was installed either at the 
back of the stage or above the stage.  
There were no chambers on either side of 
the proscenium. 
         The organ specification is as 
follows: 
Great: 
8' Open Diapason            61 pipes 
8' Salicional                     61 pipes 
8' Doppel Flute                61 pipes 
8' Clarinet                        61 pipes 
Tremolo 
Swell: 
8' Viol d' orchestra          73 pipes 
8' Voix Celeste               61 pipes 
8' Stopped Diapason       61 pipes 
4' Harmonic Flute           73 pipes 
8' Oboe (reedless)            73 pipes 
8' Cornopean                    73 pipes 
8' Vox Humana               73 pipes 
Tremolo 
Pedal: 
16' Bourdon                     44 pipes 
8' Flute                             32 notes 

(Continued on page 5) 
Exterior Modjeska Theatre shortly after 

opening—John Tanner Collection 

Interior Modjeska Theatre about 1973 

Photo by John McCall Ad for Relief Program—Augusta Chronicle 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Full compliment of couplers 
Blower 
And even a bench for the organist 
Contract Price   $7,125.00. However, the 
published price was $10,000. 
         The organ was first played, not for a 
silent film, but for a benefit program to 
raise money for the European Relief 
Fund, a fund set up to help the staving 
children in Europe, due to the devastation 
caused by World War I. 
         A description of the organ is as 
follows: 
“Mr. Miller asserts that the pipe organ 

costs $10,000, and that it is the largest in 

Augusta.  It is considered one of the finest 

in the state and has all the devices known 

to modern organ building.  One of the 

unique features is the wonderful echo 

organ, concealed in the flies, 96 feet 

above the stage.  It has electric 

pneumatic action and the tone responds 

instantly to the touch of the performer, 

although the pipes are some distance 

from the console. Organist Henry Philip 

Cross and Robert J Watson, two of the 

city's foremost  interpreters of organ 

music, will demonstrate the organ in all 

its capabilities, and to heighten the effect, 

a fine orchestra of twenty selected 

musicians will be heard separately and 

with the organ in concert numbers.  The 

orchestra will be led by James Punaro, 

leader of the Imperial Theatre Orches-

tra."  (Augusta Chronicle Feb. 4, 1921) 
         Professor Cross and Robert Watson 
would continue on as the house organists 
of the Modjeska. 
         The Modjeska remained one of 
Augusta’s major movie theatres until it 
closed in June of 1977. Shortly after-
wards, it re-opened as a night club. 
         Not much more is known about the 
organ in the Modjeska. Since it was not a 
true theatre organ, and was not really 
designed to play popular music, its use 
was probably discontinued, or was used 
on a limited base, as soon as sound films 
appeared at the theatre in 1928.  
         The center of "real" theatre organ 
activity would be just a few doors on 
Broad Street. 
         On February 18, 1918 the Wells 
Theatre opened.  The Wells Theatre was 
built by Jake Wells, who was riding high 
on his theatre empire that covered many 
cities throughout the southeast.   Based in 
Richmond Virginia, Wells would gain at 

one time or another,  management control 
of many theatres, Including  theatres in 
Atlanta, which included the Orpheum,  
Rialto, Forsyth, and  Grand.    
         In Augusta, Jake Wells secured the 
services of Claude K. Howell, an 
architect that was also building many 
theatres across the southeast. The Wells 
was a little larger than the New 
Modjeska, seating around fifteen 
hundred.  The interior color scheme was 
very typical of many of the Howell 
designed theatres, using tones of ivory 
and old rose, with grey and white accents. 
         As the opening notice announced, 
The Wells, would be the home of B. F. 
Keith's Supreme Vaudeville, which 
would be supplemented by Photoplays. 
At this time motion pictures were not the 
main attraction in many of the larger 
houses.  Live entertainment still carried 
the day. 
         Although the Wells Theatre was a 
success, Mr. Wells had stretched his 
finances quite thin and actually owed 
quite a bit of money to his creditors. Mr. 
Wells would soon have his theatre empire 
shattered by virus. 
         In 1917 and 1918 while World War 
I was raging in Europe, a world wide 
influenza epidemic would erupt, killing 
millions. Many of the casualties were 
soldiers who had contracted the virus, 
and as it spread throughout military 
installations, it soon spread to the general 
population. Augusta was the site of Camp 
Hancock, which was a World War One 
army camp. In late September and 
October the epidemic became so intense, 
that many cities in Georgia, especially 
Atlanta, Augusta and Savannah, closed 
all centers of public gathering, in hopes 
that this would slow down the spread of 
the virus.  Among all the places closed 
were schools, churches and theatres.  In 
some places the closures would last form 
three to eight weeks.  This proved 
disastrous for Jake Wells, since no 
revenue was coming into his theatres. He 
quickly sold the Wells to Lynich 
Enterprises out of Macon, Georgia. After 
the epidemic had subsided, The Wells 
Theatre soon re-opened; however, shortly 
afterwards its name was changed to the 
Imperial Theatre. 
         From the opening day of the Wells/ 
Imperial theatre, music for the vaudeville 
acts and motion pictures was provided by 
a small orchestra. It would not be until 

1925 that the Imperial would have an 
organ. 

         In the summer of 1925, the 
Imperial’s manager, Frank Miller, 
decided that the theatre was due for a face 
lift, so that the Imperial would be called 
the "Theatre Beautiful" and the "South 
Finest Playhouse". The face lift called for 
all new seating, a new paint scheme 
throughout the theatre, re-doing the ladies 
and men lounges, a new marquee, and a 
new $25,000 (later $30,000) pipe organ. 
         The new organ was Wurlitzer's 
popular Style E of 2 manuals and 7 ranks 
of pipes, plus several tuned percussions, 
drums, and sound effects. The organ 
arrived in early November with the 
installation to take about two weeks.  The 
console was immediately displayed in the 
lobby until it was ready for installation in 
the orchestra pit. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Interior Imperial Theatre—Photo by John Tanner 

Wurlitzer Ad—Augusta Chronicle 
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         By mid-November the organ was 
ready.  Louis Sayre and Robert Watson 
were appointed the organists.  Several 
weeks later Mr. Sayre dedicated his latest 
musical composition "Our New Imperial 
March" to Frank Miller and the patrons of 
the Imperial Theatre. Several years later 
Bernard Carpenter would become organ-
ist after Sayre moved to Atlanta.  
Carpenter would continue to play the 
Imperial organ through the 30's and early 
40's. In the 1940's, Paul Reed would play 
the organ for a program titled "Fashions 
in Music" which was broadcast over 
Augusta radio station WDRW. It’s not 
known when the organ was last played in 
the Imperial, but by the early 70's the 
console could be found backstage 
languishing away. 

         The organ, according to long time 
Atlanta Chapter ATOS member Gordy 
Johnson, was removed and was supposed 
to go to a church in South Carolina; 
however, that deal did not go through, or 
at least the organ never got to the church. 
Gordy later acquired the organ and spent 
the next few years rebuilding the 
instrument, including rewiring the relay 
back to the switch stack! The organ was 
installed in Gordy and Linda Johnson’s 
home in east Marietta and was the site of 
numerous chapter meetings with 
programs played by local chapter 
members and guest organists such as 
Dolton McAlpin, Ken Double, Greg 
Owen, and Mark and Carrie Renwick. In 
1998 Gordy and Linda moved to Florida, 
selling the house with the organ. Over the 
next several years the sheets would be 
taken off the console and the new owners 
hosted several chapter meetings. The 
house was eventually put up for sale 
again, but the organ had to be removed.  

Members of the Atlanta Chapter ATOS 
removed the organ and returned it to the 
Imperial Theatre with the hopes that one 
day the organ can be re-installed in the 
theatre, which now operates as a concert 
and theatrical venue. 

         Between the New Modjeska and the 
Wells theatres, there opened on Septem-
ber 24, 1918 the Rialto theatre. 
         The Rialto was a small theatre built 
primarily for the showing of motion 
pictures.  On Dec. 9, 1919 during a 
special return engagement of "Birth of a 
Nation,” the new $10,000 Robert Morton 
Photoplayer was used in conjunction with 
the Rialto Orchestra to accompany the 
film. In a sense, the Photoplayer was a 
first cousin to the theatre organ; it had 
several ranks of organ pipes, drums, tuned 
percussions, and even sound effects.  
Usually these were played from a piano 
style console and could also be played by 
rolls. The Photoplayers usually lacked the 
16' stops that a theatre organ had, and 
thus were more limited in the scope of 
music that could be produced by one of 
these instruments.  However, it is quite 
amazing how well a talent musician could 
accompany a film using a Photoplayer. 
         The Dreamland Theatre, which 
opened in 1909 and burned in 1945, is 
reported to have had an organ, but I have 
yet to find any solid reference of one 
being installed in the theatre. 
         In 1926, two theatres opened to 
serve the African American community 
of Augusta. During this time of segrega-
tion and Jim Crow laws, the Augusta 
newspapers did not report on very many 
happenings in the black community. 
Occasionally there would be a small 
section once a week high-lighting some 
events. However, when the Lenox and 
Logan theatres opened, it would have 
been hard not to report on them. The 
Logan open in 1926, and had a Seeburg 

organ.  Except for a few ads in the papers, 
and a short article, the information on this 
theatre is very limited. The Lenox, on the 
other hand, when it opened had almost as 
much press as the New Modjeska had 
when it opened.  The Lenox as built by 
two black business men who were well 
respected in both the black and white 
communities. G. Lloyd Preacher, the 
architect, had also designed many of 
Augusta's early 20th century buildings. 
The Lenox also had a Seeburg.  Over its 
history, the Lenox showcased many of the 
top black entertainers of the 20th century 
and it is indeed unfortunate that the 
Lenox was torn down in 1978, depriving 
Augusta of a landmark of the musical 
heritage of that city. 
        Usually the era of organs being 
installed in a theatre had ended by the 
early 1930's, but one theatre in Augusta 
was the exception. 
        In 1940, the Miller theatre opened 
on Broad Street.  The Miller would be the 
largest of the movie theatres to open in 
Augusta and Frank Miller wanted it to be 
the best.  The architectural style of the 
Miller was a combination of Art Deco 
and Art Modern, designed by Roy 
Benjamin.  The stage was one of the best 
equipped in the state. The Miller was the 
only other theatre besides the Fox in 
Atlanta to have an orchestra pit lift. Also 
like the Fox it also had a separate lift for 
an organ console. As a matter of fact, the 
Miller and the Fox were the only two 
theatres in the state that had a lift for an 
organ console. In all the other theatres the 
console usually sat over to one side of the 
orchestra pit. The Miller quickly became 
Augusta’s leading theatre. Probably its 
most shining moment was when the 
Miller was the host of the world premier 
of the movie, "The Three Faces of Eve." 

(Continued on page 7) 

Page 6 May 2014 

Wurlitzer Console Backstage in Imperial 

Photo by John McCall 

Postcard showing Rialto and Imperial 

John Tanner Collection 

Auditorium of Miller Theatre  

Photos about 1973 by John McCall 



Atlanta Chapter, ATOS - Membership Application 
 

Name _______________________________________ Phone ________________Cell Phone ________________                     
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________  
 
City __________________________  State/ZIP __________  Email__________________________________  
 
Do you own an organ? _______  If so, description __________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Category (check one):     ____ Patron ($300 and up)     ____ Sponsor ($200 - $299)       
 

____ Contributor ($100 - $199)   ____ Donor ($36 - $99)     ____ Basic ($35)      ____ Student ($17.50)  
 

Send Newsletter via email:     ____ Yes ____ No  
 

Please make check payable to Atlanta Chapter, ATOS   
Mail to:  Atlanta Chapter, ATOS, Attn: Treasurer,  P.O. Box 426,  Marietta, GA 30061-0426 

(Continued from page 6)          When the Miller was built, Frank 
Miller wanted a theatre organ. The theatre 
certainly had the space for chambers, and 
Frank Miller was certainly familiar with 
the Wurlitzer at the Imperial. The story 
goes that someone told him that they 
didn't build theatre pipe organs anymore. 
At that time it would have not been hard 
to have found a used organ that was not 
being used elsewhere in a theatre. But I 
believe that cost may have been a factor 
in the choice that was ultimately made.  
The Miller was an expensive theatre to 
build, especially at that time when the 
country was just coming out of the depths 
of the Depression.  However, Frank 
Miller was intent on doing a "Deluxe" 
theatre, 
         During the 30's, a new form organ 
came in to being.  The Hammond organ, 
invented by Laurens Hammond and John 
Hanert, began to be manufactured in 1935 
and quickly filled a void in the 
marketplace for those who could not 
afford a pipe organ, but wanted some-
thing more than a piano or reed organ. 
Having sounds somewhat like those of a 
tibia made it a good alternative (for the 
day) for a theatre organ, especially as 
musicians began to find out how well 
popular music could be played on it. 
         The Hammond Model E was 
supplied by the L.A. Russell Piano 
Company of Augusta, which probably 
was well acquainted with Frank Miller 
and probably made a good deal with the 
theatre so they could have a showcase 
instrument that would be seen by a lot of 

folks......good sales tactics. 
        The organ was first played by 
Bernard Carpenter who was also playing 
at Miller's Imperial theatre across the 
street. Later Gil Evans was at the Mighty 
Hammond. The organ was used into the 
early fifties, but as public tastes changed, 
use of the organ was discontinued except 
for rare occasions 
        The Miller finally closed in the late 
80's and had sat vacant for a number of 
years. The Miller is now being renovated 
as the new home of the Augusta 
Symphony.  A few years ago I was able to 
tour the theatre which was still very much 
intact. The Hammond was located up in 
the second floor office area in a sad state 
of disrepair. 

        In the next article I will write about 
the organist that played in the Augusta 
theaters since I have been able to find 
quite a bit of information on some of 
these organist. 

John Tanner  
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Lobby of Miller Theatre (Above) 

Mezzanine of Miller Theatre (Below) 

Photos about 1973 by John McCall 

Close up of side murals in Miller Theatre 

Photo by John Tanner 

Hammond Model E in Miller Theatre 

Photo by John Tanner 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars) 

• Saturday, May 10 at 3 pm – Stephenson High School 

• Sunday, June 22 at 3 pm – Tivoli Theatre, Chattanooga with Justin Nimmo 

• July meeting date TBA 

• August 23 – We’re Back to Bucky’s in Butler!  Details to come. 

Come support the Earl Smith Strand Theatre as it features the Atlanta Chapter's Mighty 

Allen Theatre Organ. Tickets may be purchased by calling the box office at 770-293-0080 or on 
the web at www.earlsmithstrand.org. 

Membership Renewals Due — 

Membership Promotion Expired  
        Calendar-year 2014 dues of $35 per 
household (Students $17.50) are now past 
due and the membership promotion 
expired April 30th. For some reason 
membership renewal and new sign-up’s 
are running low this year  — 61 vs. 
approximately 100 plus for the past 
couple of years. Please use the 
membership application on Page 7 noting 
the instructions contained therein. 
        Failure to renew your membership 
immediately could result in your being 
dropped from newsletter distribution. 

Page Debut (Continued from page 3) 

did take a while, but was it worth it!!  We have a treasure, and it is in the 
absolute BEST home possible, with our wonderful friends at Stephenson 
High School.  Opening Night was clearly a hit, and there is now so much 
more to look forward to with concerts every year on the Grande Page organ.  
OUR Grande Page organ. 

Thank you all, Ken Double 

Strand Events where the Chapter Organ will be used: 
 

• May 8th, Thurs at 7 pm, SYMPHONY ON THE SQUARE presents their first POPS CONCERT on the Square 
at the historic Strand Theatre. This four year old 45-piece orchestra will present a 2-hr concert featuring music 
from Les Miserables, The Sound of Music, Duke Ellington, classic Broadway, a Tribute to John Williams and 
many others. Organ pre-show will begin at 6:15 with Ron Carter at the console. First Baptist Organist Phillip 
Allen also will play with the orchestra on some pieces. This concert is FREE but you must have a ticket for 
admission. There are only 50 tickets left. All patrons with advance tickets must be seated by 6:45. Tickets may 
be obtained by going to their website at www.symphonyonthesquare.org. or by calling Marietta First Baptist 
Church Music Department at 770-424-8326. There will be a table in the Strand lobby for any available seating 
after the 6:45 pm deadline.  

• May 9th Friday at 7:30 pm, Bob Fountain opens for the 50's group THE SOCK HOPS!! This is Bob's third 
year opening for them and it has been spectacular! Tickets are $15 and may be purchased at the Strand Box 
Office, or by calling 770-293-0080 or on the web at www.earlsmithstrand.org 

• May 14th from 9 am to 8 pm, the ANNUAL STRAND CALL-A-THON. This is the third year this has been 
presented to raise money for the continuing operation of the Strand Theatre. Various Atlanta theatre organists 
will play throughout the day along with other live entertainment. The theatre will be open to the public but 
donations are accepted! 

• May 18th Sunday at 2:30 pm Larry Davis opens for the movie Mother Juggs and Speed that will begin at 3 

pm. This event kicks off EMS week for our very dedicated emergency responders. There will be emergency 
personnel from throughout the southeast coming to the screening of this film! It is a cult classic starring Bill 
Cosby and Raquel Welch! Tickets are $8 and $7 for seniors and students and may be purchased at the Strand 
Box Office, or by calling 770-293-0080 or on the web at www.earlsmithstrand.org 


