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ATOS Atlanta 

A Letter from your President 

A SALUTE TO YOUTH! FORSTHOFFER,  
MILLER COMING TO ATLANTA 
The Page Plays Host to Two of  

Our Greatest Young Players 
 

Among the most successful programs in all of ATOS is the 
Summer Youth Adventure, which over the course of its 14 years 
(including two visits to Atlanta), has produced some spectac-
cular talent. The Atlanta Chapter will host two of these young 
“phenoms” over the next two meetings. And when the question 
arises, “Where are the young organists coming from?” – the 
answer is coming right up! 
 
On Sunday, June 11th, Ben Forsthoffer – still just 16 years old 
and having completed his junior year of high school – will play 
the Grande Page pipe organ at Stephenson HS. Ben has studied 
with Jelani Eddington; is very talented in all kinds of keyboard 
music; and carries that moniker of “one seemingly born to play 
the theatre organ.” 
 
And on Sunday, July 16th, Brett Miller arrives to entertain us. 
Brett is heading toward his senior year at the Eastman School of 
Music in Rochester, NY. Not an organ major, his music accomp-
lishments involve composition and conducting, in addition to 
both concert work and a lot of silent film work on the pipe 
organ. He was featured on the cover of the March-April issue 
Theatre Organ, the ATOS journal. Among other accomplish- 
ments, the Eastern Pennsylvania native is playing regularly at 
Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City, on both the Midmer-Losh and 
the Kimball pipe organs. 
 
These are chapter meetings starting at 3:00 p.m. Make your 
plans; bring your friends and guests; and DO NOT MISS these 
two wonderful young performers playing our Grande Page 
theatre pipe organ. 
 
Meanwhile, sometimes those of us who play (and those who 
listen, too), have a built-in prejudice toward pipe organs, and 
some away from the digital organs. While somewhat under-
standable – I mean, the organization was organized around 
interest in the theatre PIPE organ – I will tell you unabashedly, 
and without hesitation that our Allen GW IV at RiverCenter is 
one of the most glorious digital organs I have ever played.  
 
 

(continued on next page) 
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(continued) 
 

The acoustical surroundings of that space just really enhance the experience. Thanks to 
Norm Easterbrook and everyone at RiverCenter for their hospitality during our Memorial 
Day weekend event in Columbus. 
 
And aren’t we lucky that we have our Grande Page; get to hear Mighty Mo often; and then 
benefit from the Plaza Allen LLQ 324; the Strand GW IV; and RiverCenter. We are blessed 
with great opportunities to listen to wonderful theatre organs!  See you soon! 
 
 
 
 
 

               ATOS Atlanta 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RETIREMENT DR. JONES!! 
 
Dear Dr. Jones, 
 
Having served in the past as the President of the American Theatre Organ Society, I came into 
contact with many of our local chapters around the country who enjoy music from a theatre 
pipe organ installed in a high school auditorium. Wilmington, DE has a stellar instrument; 
there are two schools in Indianapolis; two in the LA area; Portland, OR and others. 
 
Nowhere, anywhere, does a group of theatre organ lovers enjoy a relationship anywhere near 
what we in the Atlanta Chapter of ATOS are privileged to enjoy with the leadership at Ste-
phenson High School. 
 
We are so proud of that great organ; and so mindful of our special and trusting relationship; 
and so very respectful with the knowledge that we are guests in your house. And you have 
been a most wonderful and welcoming host. 
 
We benefit from and love the enthusiasm we get from Mr. Goins.  And oh, how we have bene-
fitted from the enthusiasm, cooperation and SUPPORT from you.  The situation could be so 
different if the leadership at Stephenson HS did not embrace this pipe organ as you (and your 
predecessors) have. It has been an honor to work with you and your team. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of ACATOS; Mr. Jack Sandow who started it all; the mem-
bers who so enjoy hearing the Grande Page pipe organ; and all those who have played and 
attended our programs to hear the organ, we offer our most sincere thanks and gratitude for 
your efforts on our behalf.  And we add our congratulations to you on your years of service at 
Stephenson HS and wish you the very best in your future endeavors. 
 
Please know you are ALWAYS. a welcome guest at any of our events. We certainly hope our 
paths might cross again sometime in the future. 
 
With sincere appreciation for all you have done for us, 
 
Ken Double, President 
The Atlanta Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society 
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June Chapter Meeting 
Sunday, June 11  -  3:00pm 

Stephenson High School 
Ben Forsthoffer in Concert 

 
Ben’s love of the Theatre Organ started at the age of 5 when he first heard the Mighty 
Wurlitzer Organ at Radio City Music Hall. Years later, he heard the Organ again at a family 
gathering and an inquisitive mind took over as he began to seek out local Theatre Organ 
venues, stores, manufacturers, playing anywhere that would accommodate his excitement 
and curiosity.  
 
Today, he’s a member of the American Theatre Organ Society (ATOS), the Garden State The-
atre Organ Society (GSTOS), the Theatre Organ Society of Delaware Valley (TOSDV) and the 
Dickinson Theatre Organ Society (DTOS). 
 
Ben has attended over forty Theatre Organ performances, performed for numerous Theatre 
Organ venues including the Colonial Theatre in Phoenixville Pennsylvania, the Loew's Jersey 
Theatre in Jersey City New Jersey, and Dickinson High School in Wilmington Delaware. Ben 
also attends the Summer Youth Adventure annually, hosted by the American Theatre Organ 
Society, that allows him instruction from some of the very best Theatre Organists in the 
country including: Jelani Eddington, Jonas Nordwall, Donna Parker, Ken Double and many 
others. He mentors with and studies with renowned theatre organist Jelani Eddington and 
also studies Classical Piano with Beth Crompton. 
 
His focus and determination to be part of the stage is driven by his pure enjoyment of the 
instrument. Ben resides in Bucks County with his parents, Brian and Donna Forsthoffer. 
When he’s not making music, he enjoys listening to orchestral, jazz, and classical music. He 
also enjoys learning how to cook, and enjoys spending time with friends and family outside 
of playing the organ and the piano. 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 
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A Memorial Day Concert to Remember 
 
The Atlanta Chapter’s May meeting was a patriotic powerhouse concert by our own Ken Double 
at RiverCenter in Columbus. In a wonderful event, which was part of a multi concert series on the 
Wave, an enthusiastic crowd eagerly soaked up every note which wafted through the air. 
 
RiverCenter’s Director, Norman Easterbrook, welcomed the audience and announced the receipt 
of the founding gift for the Wave Programming Fund. The Honorable Steven and Amelia Smith 
made the gift in honor of Judge Smith’s father, William Joseph Smith. Bill Smith was a great lover 
of the theatre organ, and a member of the “Greatest Generation”, serving in the Army Air Corp 
as a B-25 pilot. Judge Smith has been a great supporter of the Wave and a friend to the Atlanta 
Chapter. Following this announcement, Easterbrook introduced our own Ken Double for an expe-
rience of true musical excellence.   
 
Double opened the concert having the audience sing a stirring rendition of the National Anthem. 
He then marched into the “Respaz Band March.” This selection made full use of the organ’s abil-
ity to duplicate a military band - with full use of its array of percussions. In celebration of Memo-
rial Day, Double paid tribute to the men and women of our armed forces with a spirited medley 
of all the service songs, complete with trumpet fanfare. Of particular note were the drum section 
lead off of “The Caissons Go Rolling Along” and the trems-off reed chorus featured in “Off We Go 
Into The Wild Blue Yonder!” 
 
In an excellent teaching moment, Double explained the voice composition of the theatre organ. 
He spoke of the four families of organ tones, and demonstrated how the voices are married to 
create soloist and orchestral accompaniment in the right and left hands, respectively. The 
demonstrated voices were used in a moving rendition of the moving World War I ballad, “Roses 
of Picardy.”  Every nuance of the organ was displayed, from the soft Dolces to Tibias of the last 
chorus before a grand full finale of the song.  
 
The next portion of the program was a medley of swinging tunes which were beloved by the 
“Greatest Generation” and modern audiences alike! Double channeled Glenn Miller with 
“American Patrol”, which was followed by “Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree”, “Kiss Me Once, Then 
Kiss Me Twice, It’s been a Long, Long Time”, “I’ve Heard That Song Before”, and ending with 
Dame Vera Lynn’s classic “We’ll Meet Again”. The medley packed the dreamy, lush tones of the 
Wave together with the jazzy swing stylings that Double does so well! The only missing elements 
were Patty, Maxine, and Laverne Andrews! 
 
To continue the patriotic theme, a medley of George M. Cohan songs was featured. With a trum-
pet call for everyone to head “Over There”; we were introduced to the sweetheart with “A Grand 
Old Name”, “Mary”, and after we were asked to “Give My Regards to Broadway”, the medley 
ended with a rousing full organ rendition of “I’m A Yankee Doodle Dandy.” 
 
For a showcase of America’s rich song heritage, the artist presented a musical tour of the coun-
try. We visited “New York, New York”, with xylophonic introduction. Our next stop was the city 
by the bay for “I Left My Heart in San Francisco” with registrations which evoked the mists cross-
ing the bay. After jauntily “toddling” over to “Chicago”, we all could answer the question “Do You 
Know What It Means To Miss New Orleans?”  This sultry standard made full bluesy use of the or-
gan’s color reeds and drum set. We ended with the audience collectively our minds on “Georgia”. 
This rendition had full use of the instrument with lush tones building to a majestic “Fox Theatre” 
finish.   
 

(continued on next page) 

              ATOS Atlanta 



 

6 

(continued) 
 

No patriotic program would be complete without a Sousa march. “The Stars and Stripes For-
ever” never sounded more magnificently than at RiverCenter. The piece was so stellarly 
played that one could hear the military band marching from one side of the auditorium to the 
other! This gave Double the opportunity for another teaching moment about the mysterious 
second touch. The audience was shown how an expert, like the artist, can produce melody 
and rhythmic accompaniment in one hand. In a tour de force second to none, Double paid 
tribute to Dessa Byrd  -“Queen of the organists” of Indianapolis by recreating her AMAZING 
arrangement of “Nola” with “The World is Waiting for the Sunrise” (played by the left hand 
on second touch). This, played at lightning speed, left the audience awestruck! 
 
After graciously thanking the RiverCenter family for their hospitality, Double closed the con-
cert with a moving and prayerful arrangement of “Let There Be Peace on Earth”, which is a 
perfect hope for these troublesome times. 
  
It concluded with the audience joining in an uplifting and inspiring singing of “God Bless 
America!” The applause fully demonstrated a love of the artist, the instrument, the music, 
and our great nation!   
 
Afterwards a great phalanx of the audience came up to congratulate Ken Double on a job well 
done, and to see the Wave up close. Several took turns at open console. It truly was a day to 
remember! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ken Yura (no Double talk at all!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to renew your membership. We need you! 
Renew at atosatlanta.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome New Member 
Marshall Foxworthy 

              ATOS Atlanta 

atosatlanta.org
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Upcoming Chapter Events 
 
June Chapter Meeting  Sunday, June 11  -  3:00pm 
       Stephenson High School 
       16 year old Ben Forsthoffer at the Grande Page 
 
July Chapter Meeting  Sunday, July 16  -  3:00pm 
       Stephenson High School 
       Brett Miller at the Grande Page 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Carter 
Strand Theatre Events 

Pre-Shows by Strand Organists 
 

Fri, June 30  My Fair Lady  -  organ pre-show at 7:30pm by John McCall 
 
Fri, Aug 25  Singin’ In The Rain  -  organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Larry Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special Opportunity to Hear 
Dr. Carol Williams in Concert 

 
On Sunday, June 11, Dr. Carol Williams will present a special 
concert at Peachtree Christian Church. Join us on Sunday, 
June 11th, for a fun-filled afternoon in support of Atlanta 
Humane Society and Jazzy Paw, Inc. Browse adoption dis-
plays with give-aways and shop for pet gifts from 1-3 pm, 
then world renowned concert organist Dr. Carol Williams 
performs from 3-4pm. Free parking behind the church, and 
entry is through the door of the parking lot. Help animals in 
need while enjoying a fun-filled day of music, pets, and fel-
lowship! 
 
 

Please check Dr. Carol's YouTube page:  YouTube 
 
LOCATION 
Peachtree Christian Church 
1580 Peachtree Street NW 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
 404-876-5535 

              ATOS Atlanta 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Dr.+Carol+Williams
http://maps.google.com/?q=1580+Peachtree+Street+NW%0AAtlanta%2C+GA+30309
http://maps.google.com/?q=1580+Peachtree+Street+NW%0AAtlanta%2C+GA+30309
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Finishing the Drill – 25 Years of Success 
 

Former University of Georgia football coach Mark Richt used the term “finish the drill” as a way 
of explaining to his teams that the end point of the drills that they performed in practice, was 
successful execution of them in their games with other schools. If we go to the chapter bylaws, 
we read the following: 
 
The purposes for which this Corporation is formed are, in accordance with the policy and pro-
gram of the American Theatre Organ Society, to preserve and further the use of the Theatre 
Pipe Organ and its music, and to promote and encourage individual members to: 
 
(a) Preserve the historical tradition of the Theatre Pipe Organ in American Music and theatre 

by: 
 
 (1) Restoring, in their home theatres where possible, the remaining specimens of the  
   instrument. 

(2) Collecting and preserving for posterity recorded examples of the musical sounds of the 
   remaining Theatre Pipe Organs. 
(3) Arranging for removal, rehabilitation and reinstallation of instruments no longer wanted 
   or in danger of destruction. 
(4) Furthering the future acquisition of a theatre-museum to preserve, study and exhibit  
  Theatre Pipe Organs and Theatre Pipe Organ music. 
 

(b) Contribute to the musical education and cultural enrichment of the public by: 
 
 

(1) Presenting concerts and shows featuring Theatre Pipe Organ music. 
(2) Encouraging the education and training of new performers on the Theatre Pipe Organ. 
(3) Preserving historical manuscripts, scores of Theatre Pipe Organ musical compositions  
  and any memorabilia.  
(4) Commissioning new music and arrangements for the Theatre Pipe Organ. 
(5) Educating by preserving and expanding though workshops, lectures and demonstrations, 

  the skill of Theatre Pipe Organ playing, building, voicing and maintenance. 
 

(c) Where circumstances and availability make it optimal and/or necessary, the goals set forth 
in (a) and (b) above may be furthered by the use and installation of electronic or digital thea-
tre organs.  

 
Over the next few months, I want to look back at our successes – the times that we “finished 
the drill” and fulfilled our organizational purposes – over the last 25 years. Next month: the 
Rylander Theatre.  
 
Larry Davis 
 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 


