
 

  

Please renew your ATOS Chapter membership if you haven't done so.  
 

  Level Base Cap 

Student    $17.50  

Basic    $35.00  

Donor    $36.00    $99.00 

Contributor  $100.00  $199.00 

Sponsor  $200.00  $299.00 

Patron  $300.00   And up 
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Mark Your Calendar Now! 
 

June Chapter Program 
Saturday - June 12  

12:00 pm 
 

The Plaza Theatre 
1049 Ponce de Leon Avenue 

 
Featuring Tom Hoehn 

 
FREE parking behind  

the Theatre 
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ATOS Atlanta 

A Letter from your President 

THE BUSINESS OF OPERATING THE CHAPTER 
 

Wasn’t it simply wonderful to enjoy our get-together, and enjoy 
Mighty Mo and the Atlanta Fox Theatre on May 23rd. A BIG 
“Thank you” to everyone at the Fox for making it possible. And 
we look forward to seeing everyone at the Plaza Theatre this 
month. Ron Carter has details on the meeting elsewhere in the 
newsletter. 
 
I want to spend a little time on the business side of the Atlanta 
Chapter of ATOS, and focus on the good positive numbers; the 
good work of our board and officers; and a positive outlook for 
the chapter and the music of the theatre organ. 
 
Treasurer Paul Beavin reports we have 81 current members, 
which is a very good level for us when one considers the effects 
of COVID-19, and the losses we have suffered over the past few 
years in terms of the simple fact that more than a dozen good 
members have passed away. We are so grateful to you all for 
maintaining your membership and support of ACATOS. Let’s see 
if we can’t grow the list back over 100! 
 
Furthermore, because of the financial support and the gifts of so 
many of our members, (one major donor in particular), the 
chapter has a pretty healthy bank account at just more than 
$50,000. We are on a pretty solid financial foundation. And yet, 
our commitments going forward will keep us busy, and 
spending some of this money. 
 
By contrast, I know there are some chapters whose treasury is 
far less. And there also are several chapters who have well over 
$100,000 in the bank. One chapter, due to four major estate 
gifts, sits on nearly a million dollars. Just to let you know. We’re 
in pretty good shape for the shape we’re in.   
 
We own four instruments: the Grande Page pipe organ; the 
Allen GW IV at the Strand Theatre; the Allen LLQ 324 at the 
Plaza Theatre; and now the Allen GW IV soon to be installed in 
the River Center in Columbus, GA.  All four instruments have 
related expenses, be it our insurance policy to cover them; 
replacement parts and repairs when necessary; and other odds 
and ends. 
 

(continued on next page) 
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3 ATOS Atlanta 

(continued) 
 
The agreement with the River Center will involve close to $11,000 in expenses for ship-
ping, repairs, additions to the organ (speakers, new cabling, etc.), and installation. The 
good news? The River Center will be paying for half of those costs. And future concert rev-
enue will come back to the chapter to help offset some of the chapter’s investment. 
 
Involved in this effort were many meetings and emails with Ron Carter, Larry Davis and 
John McCall actively involved. We went to Columbus for a site survey. We had fantastic 
cooperation and support from Norm Easterbrook, the Executive Director of the River Cen-
ter, and theatre organ enthusiast! And ACATOS board member Eddie Hulsey, our attorney, 
was directly involved with the contract negotiations for this partnership. 
 
In addition to our instruments, some rather mundane but very important work has been 
completed for the benefit of the chapter. Former treasurer Rick McGee, working with cur-
rent treasurer Paul Beavin and Paul’s wife Janis, have completed the transfer of all finan-
cial documentation to QuickBooks. This is important work as the chapter looks to operate 
in a more business-like manner, and better presents itself for fundraising and other finan-
cial matters.  
 
We may soon be in the middle of a wealth of new organ activity! With the Page coming 
back on line; the River Center wishing to present concerts and silent films; the Lucas Thea-
tre in Savannah moving forward on the restoration and installation of its Wurlitzer organ 
(2022); and an anticipated complete restoration of both the Tivoli Theatre and its 
Wurlitzer in Chattanooga (2023), plus our friends in Birmingham with Big Bertha, the com-
ing years could find us organizing a four-or-five concert stop for touring artists who could 
end up presenting programs all across the area. 
 
Not to be left out in the business of the chapter is our main form of communication.  
Debbie Chambless produces a wonderful newsletter every month, and her efforts are ex-
emplary and vital to the organization. 
 
All of this effort will demand support from our members; good work from a good board of 
directors; vision and ideas; and a growing professionalism in our approach as good volun-
teers. 
 
We are so blessed to have so many who are so committed. And soon we will reap the re-
wards of which we have been robbed due to the pandemic. Chapter meetings and theatre 
organ music. Concerts and silent films, and theatre organ music. Our four chapter-owned 
instruments plus more coming online making theatre organ music. And, right in our back 
yard, Mighty Mo which makes glorious theatre organ music. 
 
The business of our chapter is in good hands. The outlook for the chapter is exceedingly 
positive. And it’s all thanks to all of us who are involved, be it as members, your donations, 
volunteer work, board service, or performance. You are ALL appreciated so very much. I 
will miss you June 12th as I will be performing on the great Kimball at Dickinson HS in 
Wilmington, DE, but you get to the Plaza and have a great time! 
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A Glorious Return 
 

In March of 2020, the Chapter found it necessary to suspend public events, and since then, our 
efforts have been focused on producing online streaming programs, from the Strand, the Plaza 
and, of course, the Fox Theatre. 
 
But on the fourth Sunday in May, through the generous offer of the Fabulous Fox, chapter mem-
bers, friends, representatives of the Fox and their guests were able to gather for an afternoon of 
music, fun, friendship and food. Ken Double opened the festivities with a welcome and acknowl-
edgement of the principals in the theatre who had made the day possible, and of the many special 
guests in attendance. John Tanner then talked about the magnificently renovated console and the 
work done on the organ.  
 
Rick McGee rose up from the pit playing “Great Day,” which it 
certainly already was. He followed with a tribute to Roberta 
Flack and friends, which featured some gorgeous registrations, 
and then selections from the music of the Carpenters. By the  
time he closed that one with “Top of the World,” we were  
there! Then came the Festival Trumpet Tune by David German 
(written for another Möller organ) and then, very appropri- 
ately, he played a series of selections in honor of Memorial Day 
Before closing his part of the program with a tribute to long- 
time Fox organist Bob Van Camp, featuring one of Bob’s  
favorites, “Winged Victory.” 
 
 
         Ken Double then took his seat at the Möller and opened his 
         section, again appropriately with three selections: “Music,  
         Music, Music”, “Hello Bluebird”, and “Happy Days Are Here  
         Again.” And by the time he was done with that last one, we  
         all had to agree! Then came Romberg’s “Golden Days” from  
         The Student Prince, followed by “Get Out and Get Under the  
         Moon.” Then it was time for some lively, toe-tapping, traps  
         driven music, an amalgamation of “El Cumbanchero” and  
         Tico- Tico.” Hello, Ethel Smith!  Ken closed his program with 
         the grand ballad “Love Is a Many Splendored Thing. “ 
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Ken took the console down to floor level with “Georgia on My Mind”, and invited organists to have a 
go at the Möller, and many did. Along with various Atlanta chapter members, it was a delight to hear 
the acclaimed young organist Justin Maxey, who had joined us for the afternoon, and a special guest, 
Gary Jones, house organist at the Alabama Theatre in Birmingham.  
 
In addition, Will Harris is part of the Fox security team.  Will plays the theatre organ and is one of our 
newest members! 
 
Refreshments at the meeting room in Ken’s nearby condominium followed with refreshments by the 
much-appreciated Mark and Maggie Goodman. 
 
Finally, finally, the Atlanta Chapter is back in public operation. And what a glorious return!  
 
Larry Davis 
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Tom Hoehn is a native of St. Joseph, Missouri where he began playing the organ at an ear-
ly age and playing in church at age twelve. Tom studied classical and popular organ 
through high school and college. He moved to Florida in 1974 and has been active in the 
church and theatre organ fields since his arrival.  
 
He has appeared as the organist for the Florida State Fair, Tampa Bay Rowdies Soccer 
Club, and Boston Red Sox Spring Training in Winter Haven, Florida. He was one of the origi-
nal four organists at J. Burns' Pizza & Pipes in Tampa, Florida along with Don Baker. During 
this time Tom studied with the former New York Paramount organist. In 1981, Tom moved 
to the new J. Burns' Pizza & Pipes in Winter Haven, Florida and remained there for four 
years.  
 
Tom currently is board member of the Manasota Chapter of the American Theatre Organ 
Society and the Clearwater Chapter of the AGO. He has played for pre-shows at the Tampa 
Theatre in Tampa, Florida on the 3/14 Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organ on Saturday after-
noons and evenings, rising up on the lift out of the stage floor.  
 
He appeared at the pre-show of the ATOS convention in 2006 playing the Don Baker  
Memorial Organ at Lake Brantley High School in Orlando, Florida. He is currently the or-
ganist at First United Methodist Church in Clearwater, Florida where he plays for one ser-
vice every Sunday and accompanies the choir. He also rings in the handbell choir at the 
church and serves as audio/video technician for the Livestream services as well. 
 
Free parking is available behind the Theatre. See you there! 
 

June 12 Chapter Meeting 
12:00 PM 

Plaza Theatre 
1049 Ponce de Leon Avenue 

Atlanta, GA 


