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Sunday, June 12th at 3 pm, Hamm-O-Rama
at the home of Jeff & Nicole Harbin
Our June chapter meeting/
program will be a “Hamm-O-Rama”
on Sunday, June 12th at 3 pm at the
Jeff and Nicole Harbin residence,
The featured artists will be (in
alphabetical order) Ken Double,
Wanda Carey Fields, Bob
Fountain, Jeff Harbin and Lee
Lanier.

About the artists…...

Ken Double fondly recalls his
two years as the hockey "Voice of
the Atlanta Knights" team back in
1992-94, and has often stated publicly "I never should have
left." Last August, the Chicago
native who had been living in St.
Petersburg, left Florida and moved
back to Atlanta and has been
smiling ever since. He performs
once again at the Reddish Walker
Organ for the April meeting,
marking an anniversary of sorts as
Ken joined the Atlanta chapter after
a Reddish performance in 2006, and
later recorded the instrument with a
CD titled Double Southern Comfort.
After making his career as a
sportscaster for some 32 years, Ken
left that profession to take on the
role of President and CEO of the
American Theatre Organ Society,
where he is leading the way in fundraising, public awareness and

special projects. Locally, it has not
taken Ken long to get involved in
the Atlanta chapter, having been
elected to the board while making
many weekend trips to Stephenson
High School to help with the Page
project.
As a performer, he has toured
the nation, performed in England
and Canada, and has made four
d i f f e r e n t t o u r s t hr o u g h o u t
Australia. Ken just finished his 13th
recording,
Teach
Me
Tonight performed on the 4/18
Wurlitzer at Babson College in
Wellesley, MA. The recording will
be out in time for this summer's
convention in New England.

Wa n d a

Ca rey

Fi el d s

“Discovered” America in Bisbee,
Arizona—a small copper mining
town in the southeast corner of
Arizona, 8 miles from the Mexican
border.
Wanda began playing in church
at age 8, only two months after her
lessons began. She played for her
first wedding at age 10.
When it came time for high
school, her mother sent Wanda to
the Church of God BTS and College
in Sevierville, TN, where she
attended three years. While there
she took piano and did some parttime piano teaching to help with
tuition.

See Page 2 for
directions to the
Harbin’s

While still in high school,
Wanda was offered a job in
Kannapolis, NC playing for the
largest church in the Church of God
movement at that time. So, she
moved to Kannapolis and graduated
from J. W. Cannon High School.
Wanda played for the daily radio
broadcast from church.
After 4 years, she moved to
Cleveland, TN to work at Tennessee
Music & Printing Company, the
church publishing house. Wanda
learned the typesetting trade and
played at North Cleveland Church,
which was her first church with an
organ (Hammond). She had her first
organ lesson at 21. Wanda didn’t
realize until much later that he
taught her theatre organ technique.
Wanda played organ in a restaurant
in Cleveland during Sunday lunch
time.
After eight years in Cleveland
she had a job offer in Atlanta at
Stein Printing Company and has
lived here ever since.
She took organ from Joe Gray
in Tennessee, Miss Minor, second
organ teacher in downtown Atlanta
where she bought her Hammond,
and Bill Sweitzer, who owned the
Hammond Studios in Buckhead. He
was a wonderful theatre organist
and told her about the theatre organ
club, which she joined in the early
1970’s. She says each of her teachers taught her something valuable
that the others hadn’t. Wanda has
had lots of classical music but
nothing compares to the fun and enjoyment of theatre organ and the
“oldies” music.
Bob Fountain began life in
North Augusta, South Carolina. At a
(Continued on page 2)
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Directions to the Harbin's:
1) From Atlanta, take 400 North to Exit 12A, McFarland Parkway. This will
put you on McFarland heading east.
2) At the second light, turn left onto Shiloh Road. (There will be two horse
statues on your left after you make the turn.)
3) After passing the GM Training Center on your right, make an immediate
right onto Shiloh Road East.
4) You will come to a stop sign. Continue straight to leave the business park
and enter the residential area.
5) At the large "Ridgefield" sign, turn right onto Ridgefield Drive. We are the
first house on the right - 6380 Ridgefield Drive, Alpharetta, GA 30005.
(Continued from page 1)

Ads or announcements for this newsletter:
Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or
elfields@yahoo.com

Chapter Correspondent
We are in need of a Chapter
Correspondent. If you are willing
to volunteer, please contact
Randy Hendry at 678-560-6865.

Welcome New Member
Mr. William N. Nunn
2102 Northwood Circle
Valdosta, GA 31602

Thanks for the Donation
Larry and Gail Hoke in memory
of Frank Willingham

Congratulations to
Larry-Douglas Embury
on beginning his tenth year at the
“Fabulous Fox!” He started at the
Fox on May 17, 2002 as “Artist in
Residence.” In September after a
concert in memory of Virgil Fox
called “Fox at the Fox,” he was
named by the Executive Board as
p er ma nent “ Or ga nis t in
Residence.” He says, “It’s been
wonderful. My thanks to all who
have made it just that!!”

very early age, he went with his
mother to the Imperial Theatre in
Augusta. While there, he had his
initial introduction to the Wurlitzer
theatre pipe organ. Seeing the console
in the pit, lights on, no organist
present, and within arm's reach, the
opportunity to reach across the rail
and press the closest stop tabs down
simply could not be passed up. This
served to 'infect' the young organistto-be with "the bug," and to generate a
surprise ("reprimand") later, at home.
In later years, some piano study
was in order. Bob's grandparents had
sorne records by someone named
Jesse Crawford. Young Bob liked the
sounds of these recordings, although
not really sure why. The bug, now
dormant, would surface its head and
then he would know why. Lessons
were applied to the organ. As any
good musician-in-the-making will do,
this led to trips to the local church
(usually unknown to anyone particularly the organist) for secret
sessions. As Bob grew up, he had the
opportunity to come to Atlanta with
his grandparents, and found a way to
hear the organ in the Roxy theatre
close to the hotel. He even managed to
make friends with some of the theatre

staff. This resulted in his being able to
return to the theatre, staying up all
night, playing the organ. During high
school, Bob played organ for
functions such as pep rallies, parties,
etc.
After high school, Bob came to
Atlanta to attend Georgia State
University, pursuing a degree in
marketing. During this time, Bob was
able to supplement his school
expenses by playing evenings in a
restaurant (a temporary job that
became full time). Bob became
manager of the Thomas Organ Center
in Atlanta. When the playing jobs
proved to be more lucrative than retail,
Bob made the move to his current
occupation - the bug had surfaced!
Bob continued to play and play and
play!
Bob originally used a Hammond
(painted high-gloss white), later
replaced with a Thomas Palace 900
series three-manual theatre organ with
an external glockenspiel and four
Leslie spea ker ca binets. T his
instrument is stilI in use today. He is a
charter member of the ATOS Atlanta
Chapter.
Bob's loca l thea tr e or ga n
experience has been varied: The
Music Grinder Pizza Emporium Marietta, The Excelsior Mill - Atlanta,
Winn Sound Warehouse - Atlanta. He
currently maintains a mailing list of
over 1,200 households that are his
“regulars.” He is one of the very few
organists able to maintain his
livelihood playing organ in this
setting. It has been said that if Bob
were to open on the moon, his
(Continued on page 3)
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customers would stack their cars
bumper-to-bumper until they got
there night after night.

Jeffrey Warren Harbin, a
native of Atlanta, Georgia, began
playing the organ in church at the
age of ten and has been a professional church musician since the age
of fifteen. His first classical organ
instruction was with Jeff Jones at
Atlanta Christian College. As a
senior in high school, Jeff continued
his organ studies with Dr. Timothy
Wissler at the Roman Catholic
Cathedral of Christ the King in
Buckhead. In 1994, he was one of
only 100 high school students
selected to sing under the baton of
Robert Shaw as part of the conductor's annual Choral Workshop held at
Spivey Hall on the campus of
Clayton State University.
In August of 1999, Jeff received
his Bachelor of Music degree in
Organ Performance, summa cum
laude, from Georgia State University, a student of Professor Sarah L.
Martin. During his undergraduate
years at GSU, Mr. Harbin received
the Phi Beta Kappa certificate and
was awarded membership in the Pi
Kappa Lambda Music Honor Society
and the Golden Key National Honor
Society. He was a two-time recipient
of the Thomas M. Brumby Keyboard
Scholarship at GSU as well as a twotime award recipient in the annual
Scholarship Auditions held by the
Atlanta Chapter of the American
Guild of Organists (AGO). In 1997,
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Mr. Harbin was invited to join the
Roswell High School Chorus on its
tour of Italy and performed as organist with the choir in historic churches
in Rome, Siena, Florence and
Venice.
In 2002, Mr. Harbin
completed his Master of Music
degree in Choral Conducting from
GSU under the tutelage of Dr. Alan
Raines.
Mr. Harbin is currently the
Dean of the Atlanta Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists. The
Atlanta Chapter, chartered in 1914, is
one of the AGO's largest chapters
with almost 350 members. Prior to
becoming Dean, Jeff completed two
years in the position of Sub-Dean.
Jeff also previously served a threeyear term on the chapter’s Executive
Committee and has volunteered as a
member of the organization's Membership, Nominating, Student
Outreach, Regional Competitions for
Young Organists and 2000 Pipe
Organ Encounter Steering committees. For several years, he served as
coordinator of the chapter's Used
Music Sale.
Mr. Harbin's other
professional memberships include
the Atlanta Chapter of the American
Theatre Organ Society, the American
Choral Directors Association and the
Choristers Guild. Mr. Harbin, who is
also interested in the art of pipe
organ construction, served on the
Steering Committee for the 30th
annual National Convention of the
American Institute of Organbuilders,
which was held in Atlanta in October
of 2003. In 2007, he installed a
small pipe organ, Wicks Opus 5169,
in his home.
From October 1, 2007 until the
end of 2008, Mr. Harbin served as
Director of Music of the Saint Brigid
Catholic Church in Johns Creek,
Georgia where he played the
Casavant pipe organ for three Masses
every weekend, conducted the Parish
and Matins Choirs, and oversaw a
part-time music staff of nine employ-

ees. Saint Brigid, a parish of over
3,500 families, has an excellent
concert series that has featured the
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra for the
past six seasons.
Prior to his appointment at St.
Brigid, Mr. Harbin served the
Alpharetta Presbyterian Church as
Music Director for six years where
he established the handbell program
and led the Chancel Choir in
performances of several major choral
works, including Franz Schubert’s
Mass in G and Antonio Vivaldi’s
Gloria. In October of 2003, Mr.
Harbin was invited to perform the
dedicatory recital for the four manual
46 rank E. M. Skinner/Parkey pipe
organ at the Sandy Springs United
Methodist Church in Atlanta.
Currently, Jeff is a full-time stay
at home dad to his son Michael
Joseph, who is almost 4 years old
and daughter Clara Grace, who is 16
months old. On Sunday mornings,
Jeff can be heard playing the fourmanual 58-rank Schantz pipe organ
at the Northside Drive Baptist
Church, a "progressive, liturgical and
ecumenical" congregation located in
Atlanta's Buckhead community.
Jeff and his wife Nicole will
celebrate eleven years of marriage on
July 1st. Nicole works as an Implementa tion Consu lta nt wit h
McKesson. The Harbins live in the
Shiloh Far ms subdivision in
Alpharetta, Georgia and have a
miniature dachshund named Teela.
Lee Lanier is a native of
Savannah who graduated from
Tulane University with a degree in
Music History and Theory. He
discovered his interest in older popular music and traditional jazz while
living in New Orleans. At Tulane he
was the original pianist in the New
Leviathan Oriental Fox-Trot Orchestra and also played the theatre organ
with this group in a performance of
the D.W. Griffith silent movie "The
(Continued on page 4)
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The format for the program was
varied, freely mixing organ solos,
piano solos, organ and piano duets,
and vocalists accompanied by both
piano and organ.

(Continued from page 3)

Pam Hudson

The Pipe Organ

Danny Brook, Harvey Olson, Jeff Harbin and
Lee Lanier at the new Hammond factory in
Addison, IL

White Rose".
After graduation, he worked in
the piano and organ business and
played the steam calliope on the
riverboat "Natchez" for over 14
years. In time, he got a real job with
Delta Air Lines and recently retired
after 25 years with the company.
Playing the Hammond remains a
long-time hobby.

Wicks Opus 5169 (1971) 2
manuals, 4 ranks with a 21-note set
of Maas Cathedral Chimes
The organ was originally
installed at Southwest Christian
Church, East Point, Georgia in
1971. (The church where Frank
Willingham's Memorial Service was
held.) It was sold to the Red Oak
United Methodist Church where it
was dedicated in August, 1987. We
purchased the organ in 2006 after the
Red Oak congregation merged with
the Cliftondale United Methodist
Church. The organ was installed in
our home in early 2007 under the
supervision of Mr. Jim Rawls.
Although the Wicks organ will
not be used as a part of the program,
it will be available for open console
following the Hamm-O-Rama.

First up – “Fur Elise,” performed on the piano by our hostess,
Pam.
Next, Pam surprised us with a
vocal solo “Walk on By,” accompanied on the piano and with organ
accents added by Ron Carter. A
second offering in this set was the
classic rock selection “A Whiter
Shade of Pale.”
Billy Hudson

***

Double Delight !!

The Hammond Organ
A "concert model" D152 paired
with the highly coveted Leslie
Speaker 122. This organ has been
referred to as "the Cadillac of
Hammonds." It has everything a B3
has plus a 32-note concave and
radiating AGO pedalboard, Solo
Pedal Unit with stops from 32' up to
1' pitch, and a built-in Hammond
tone cabinet with reverberation
system.

Sunday, May 22nd, 2011, at
3:00 pm, we met at the home of Pam
and Billy Hudson in Mableton,
Georgia. This was our first visit to
their home, and hopefully, will not
be our last. The house was a treat
with its open re-design and wonderful – comfortable feeling the minute
you walk in.
The instrument
featured was Pam and Billy’s Allen
Renaissance 311, along with their
very nice grand piano.
The featured artists were Pam
Hudson and Ron Carter, with a
cameo solo by member Jim Buttram,
and vocal solos by Billy Hudson and
Abby Carter, and Pam - herself.

The Carpenters paid us a visit
via the vocal duet of Pam and Billy,
performing “Superstar,” with accompaniment by Pam on piano, and Ron
on the Allen.

Abby Carter

Ron Carter

Abby Carter (granddaughter of
Ron and Donna) was featured next at
(Continued on page 5)
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Organ Pre-shows will be featured at the
Earl Smith Strand Theatre for the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

June 3, 8 pm, YA-YA SISTERDHOOD—pre-show by
Rick McGee
July 6, 10 am, SHREK— pre-show by Larry Davis
July 9, 8 pm, SOME LIKE IT HOT —pre-show by Rick
McGee
July 20, 10 am, KUNG FU PANDA—pre-show by
Larry Davis
July 22, 8 pm LAWRENCE OF ARABIA—preshow by Rick McGee
August 3, 10 am, CURIOUS GEORGE —pre-show by
Larry Davis
August 6, 8 pm , ANNIE—pre-show by Phillip Allen
August 19, 8 pm, HAIRSPRAY—pre-show by Phillip
Allen

August 26, 8 pm, DOCTOR ZHIVAGO—pre-show
by Rick McGee

the piano with two selections –
“Sailors Song” (a piano solo) and
“Chanson” (a piano-organ duet with
granddad Ron on the Allen).

Jim Buttram

Member Jim Buttram then
performed a cameo selection of
“Release Me” with duet accompaniment provided by Pam on the piano.
Jim – why haven’t you played for us
before this?
A couple of organ solos were
next featured – “Danny Boy” and
Rosa Rio’s a r r a ngement of
“Everything’s Coming Up Roses.”
Pam demonstrated the current results
of her on-going studies with LarryDouglas Embury, Organist in
Residence, Fabulous FOX Theatre in
Atlanta. The lessons are really
making a difference and we look
forward to more solo work from
Pam.

•
•
•
•

August 27, 8 pm, SOUTH PACIFIC—pre-show by
Larry Davis
September 2, 8 pm, CASABLANCA—pre-show by
Ken Double
September 3, 8 pm, ROCKY HORROR—pre-show
by Larry Davis
October 22, 8 pm, GREASE SING ALONG—preshow by Phillip Allen

Silent Film Series
•

•
•

July 17th 3 pm, SILENT COMEDY SHORTS-Chaplin,
Keaton, Lloyd and others with organists Ron Carter, Ken
Double, Rick McGee, Phillip Allen and Larry Davis
Aug 28th 3 pm, THE FLESH AND THE DEVIL with
Ron Carter
Oct 30th 3 pm, DR.JEKYLL and MR. HYDE with Ron

Carter

Abby returned for a vocal
solo – “Part of Your World,” from
Disney’s ‘The Little Mermaid’ and
accompaniment was provided by
Ron. Abby, your vocal and piano
talents are greatly appreciated and as
usual, a very musical and polished
performance!!
Ron remained at the Allen, and
offered us a “1920’s Medley” featuring such tune hits as “Five-FootTwo”, “The Charleston”, “Varsity
Drag”, “Dreaming”, “Ain’t She
Sweet”, and several others — a wellrounded selection from this happygo-lucky time in America.
A gospel selection offered a
change of pace.
The selection
“Prayer is the Key to Heaven”
featured Pam on the piano, Ron on
the Allen, and vocals by Pam and
Billy. A gospel medley featuring the
piano and organ in duet followed,
and if we had a collection plate, we
SHOULD have passed it !!
Abby returned for a vocal solo
rendition of “Colors of the Wind”
from Disney’s “Pocahontas,” with
Ron at the Allen for her orchestra
back-up.
Ron then offered us a solo
organ performance of “Watching My

Dreams Go By” featured in the 1929
Chester Morris film ‘She Couldn’t
Say No.” Ron let us hear the great
theatre sounds of this well-done
home installation.
Pam (piano) and Ron (organ)
then closed with the title selection
f r o m t h e f i l m “ T er ms of
Endearment” and concluded a great
program of much variety, styles, and
just plain entertainment.
The encore called for the whole
gang – Pam, Ron, Billy, Abby and
Jim – and all of the attendees for a
rousing musical free-for-all – “God
Bless America” with the verse
supplied by Billy. Irving Berlin
would have been proud !!!
The Hudson residence, Allen
R-311, grand piano, five artists,
really great food, support from a
great crew, and a large attendance
made this an afternoon we hope to
repeat – frequently – thanks to all
who worked so hard to make this
come seamlessly together!!!!
This report, information (actual
and mis-) offered by Biz E. Body, a
completely unbiased ear! Remember, the walls, seats, kitchen and
dining room have ears!!

June 2011
•
•
•
•
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1967 3-manual Allen theater organ w/MIDI on manuals, pedals, and 40 pistons—$800
Three Allen furniture-style amplified speaker cabinets, two with gyros—$500
IBM Pentium 4 computer with Hauptwerk virtual organ software installed and
configured for the MIDI Allen—$150
All of the above—$1100
If interested call Brady Born in Decatur at 404-848-6095.

Wanted—Music Director/Organist Hiram United Methodist Church:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Salary: $9000 a year minimum (negotiable depending on experience and qualifications)
Hours per week: 5 to 10 depending on scheduled church activities
Service requirements: one Sunday morning service and special services as needed throughout the year
One Wednesday night choir rehearsal
Proven record in directing and accompanying choral groups, flexibility in presenting both sacred and
contemporary music
Reports directly to Senior Pastor
A strong commitment to Christian principles and lifestyle
Will work with energetic and dedicated choir of 15 to 20 persons
Allen organ and Kawii grand piano
If interested please contact Rev. Steve Alred, Senior Pastor at 770-943-1738

Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars)
•

•
•
•
•
•

June 12, 3 pm (Sunday), Chapter Meeting & Hamm-O-Rama at the Jeff & Nicole Harbin residence, an
historic occasion in that the Dean of an AGO chapter will be hosting an ATOS meeting in his home featuring a
Hammond! See Page 1.
July 17, 3 pm (Sunday) Silent Comedy Classics (a selection of Harold Lloyd, Buster Keaton, and Charlie
Chaplin shorts) accompanied by Strand Volunteer Organists at the Earl Smith Strand.
August 28th, 3 pm (Sunday) The Silent Film The FLESH AND THE DEVIL (the film that made Greta Garbo a
star) accompanied by Ron Carter at the Earl Smith Strand
October 11 (Tuesday), Joint Meeting Atlanta Chapter ATOS and Atlanta Chapter AGO at Atlanta First
United Methodist Church
October 30th, 3 pm Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (1921-horror classic starring John Barrymore) accompanied by
Ron Carter at the Earl Smith Strand.
December 4, 3 pm (Sunday), Chapter Meeting & Concert by Ken Double on the 5-manual, 42-rank Allen
TO5 at Dr.’s Petway and Lacefield residence.

Atlanta Chapter, ATOS - Membership Application
Renew your membership for 2011 now (If you haven’t paid since Oct. 1, 2010)
Name _______________________________________________________Phone ______________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________ State/ZIP __________Email__________________________________
Do you own an organ? _______ If so, description________________________________________________
Annual membership dues $35 (Student $17.50). Please make check payable to Atlanta Chapter, ATOS.
Note “Dues” or “Membership” on the memo line and mail to:
Atlanta Chapter, ATOS, Attn: Treasurer, P.O. Box 426, Marietta, GA 30061-0426

