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Sponsor  $250.00  $499.00 

Patron  $500.00   And up 
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ATOS Atlanta 

A Letter from your President 

WOW!  AND MORE “WOW” COMING JULY 16th 
And a “Call for Arms” for some work at Stephenson HS 

 

You will read more about the amazing concert Ben Forsthoffer 
played for us last month later in this newsletter, but all I can say 
is the kid makes me sound like I’m on my third free lesson from 
the organ store at the mall!! What a performance! 
 

Meanwhile, yet another young “phenom” is headed our way.  
Brett Miller is another graduate of the ATOS Summer Youth 
Adventure program. Brett is a 21-year-old student at the 
Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY, and is NOT an organ 
major. Instead, his music studies have steered him toward 
orchestration and arranging/conducting. 
 

He is very busy with silent film performance, both with organ 
and with orchestra. See the cover of the Theatre Organ journal, 
March-April issue, and you will see Brett at the console of the 
Robert-Morton at the former Loew’s 175th Street Theatre in 
New York City. 
 

He performs regularly at Boardwalk Hall on both the gargant-
uan 7-manual Midmer-Losh pipe organ, and the 4-manual 
Kimball organ in the ballroom. 
 

This is yet another “can’t miss” event with another brilliant 
young organist providing a most positive answer to that 
question, “Who are the young organists who are going to play 
the theatre organ?” Brett Miller! 
 

The meeting is Sunday, July 16th at 3pm at our fabulous, 
fantastic, spectacular Grande Page pipe organ. Indeed, every 
time I hear it (and play it), I pinch myself to think how lucky we 
are to have an instrument of this caliber at our fingertips. 
 

ACATOS NEEDS SOME VOLUNTEER HELP ON SATURDAY, JULY 23RD 
 

The pipe chambers and pit area at Stephenson High School 
have been collecting a lot of “stuff” for many years. A few years 
back, we had a “general clean-up” that was beneficial. Now, we 
are in need of another healthy reorganizational clean-up. 
 

On Saturday, July 23rd, we need as many as can join us for just 
some simple re-arranging and cleaning of the Page organ. Our 
crew, led by David Yackman, Randy Hendry and John Tanner, 
will do some preliminary work in advance of July 23rd. Thus, we 
will have a handle on exactly what should go where; what gets 
saved and shelved; and what can be tossed. 
 

This will not be a lot of “heavy” work. Mostly cleaning and re-
arranging. And we can make this a fun event. How? Do this: 
 

(continued on next page) 

 

Atlanta Chapter, 
American Theatre Organ Society 

P.O. Box 426 
Marietta, Georgia 30061-0426 

404-790-5400 
www.atosatlanta.org 

www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta 
 
ACATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt 

organization under Section 501.c.3  
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
 Chapter President - Ken Double 
 Vice President - David Yackman 
 Treasurer - Paul Beavin 
 Secretary -  Larry Davis 
 Newsletter Editor - Debbie Chambless 
 Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis 
 Membership Director - Janis Beavin 
 Board members:  
           Kerry Bunn 
   Ron Carter 
   Rick Clear 
   Randy Hendry 
   Eddie Hulsey, Jr. 
   Lee Lanier 
 Strand Project – Ron Carter 
 Page Project – Jack Sandow 
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(continued) 
 

• Arrive at Stephenson about 9:30-10:00am 
• Split into three groups….one for the Main Chamber; one for the Solo; one for the pit 
• Following the lead of our crew, begin to sort through, move, save and shelve, and determine 

what will be tossed 
• Break for a nice lunch which will be served 
• After lunch, complete the clean-up, and then enjoy the Page for a while. 
 

This is IMPORTANT! First, it’s overdue. More importantly, we will soon be introduced to the new 
principal, and that person’s first tour of the pipe organ simply cannot involve the current state of 
the spaces we occupy. Finally, we need to once again start rolling the console back into it’s 
“garage” space beneath the stage floor for safety reasons. 
 

THE CHAPTER NEEDS YOUR VOLUNTEER HELP, AND THE MORE THE MERRIER! 
 

You will be contacted directly, and I hope you can clear that Saturday and join us. Or – please 
reach out to me or any board member to indicate “Yes! I’ll be there!” We will discuss this in detail 
at the July 16th meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finishing the Drill – The Rylander Theatre 
 

In 1997, Atlanta Chapter member John McCall discovered that the Rylander Theatre in Americus 
was in the process of being restored. Through a serendipitous (but unrelated) encounter at Sea 
Island with Ruth Jones of Americus, the process to install a theatre organ as part of that restora-
tion began. The organ that was eventually installed was the 3/11 Möller from the Riviera Theatre 
in Scranton, PA that had first been brought to Atlanta by chapter member Joe Patten, was later 
acquired by our member James Thrower, and by him donated to the theatre. Chapter member 
John Tanner, working for A E. Schlueter Pipe Organ Company, lovingly oversaw the installation. 
The organ was dedicated on October 11, 1999, with Ron Rhode at the console and President Jim-
my Carter and his wife Rosalyn in the audience. Since that time, the Rylander has hosted such 
artists as Walt Strony, Simon Gledhill, Lyn Larson, Donna Parker, Jonas Nordwall, and others, has 
screened numerous silent films with Ron Carter and Tom Helms accompanying, and hosted many 
chapter programs. Chapter members Fred Boska, succeeded by John McCall, have been the desig-
nated house organists. It is worth noting that all the chapter members mentioned above are re-
cipients of our Lifetime Achievement Award and the history of the Rylander and its Möller are 
among the reasons for that honor. John McCall wrote an excellent, engaging, and thorough story 
on the Rylander and the Möller in the March/April 2002 issue of the ATOS Journal that you can 
and should read. It is an excellent record of the work of our chapter members in fulfilling our mis-
sion, and worth seeing for the pictures alone. You can find the article in the online ATOS Archives 
at atos.org or by entering the link below and opening the pdf file. 
 
Vol. 44 No. 2 (2002): March - April | Theatre Organ: Journal of the American Theatre Organ Society (shareok.org)  
 
 

This is our history! Next month: Those Who Came Before 
Larry Davis 

               ATOS Atlanta 

https://journals.shareok.org/theatreorgan/issue/view/231
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July Chapter Meeting 
Sunday, July 16  -  3:00pm 
Stephenson High School 
Brett Miller in Concert 

 
Brett Miller is an organist, pianist, orchestrator and conductor specializing in silent film  
accompaniment as he continues his studies at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY. 
The Pennsylvania native is entering his senior year, majoring in Music Education, and studying 
piano with Dr. Joseph Rackers. 
 
As a performer, Brett has been featured at the famed Auditorium Theatre in Rochester on the 
4-manual Wurlitzer; regularly heard at the Colonial Theatre in Phoenixville, PA; Dickinson 
High School on the great Kimball organ; and at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City. 
 
Most recently, Brett has been appointed the music director of the Empire Film and Media En-
semble, a Rochester-based nonprofit that advocates for the education, performance and pro-
duction of film music. He’s been a featured soloist with the New Jersey Capital Philharmonic; 

featured on PBS State of the Arts 
and was awarded an honorable 
mention at the White House Stu-
dent Film Festival. 
 
A student of Jelani Eddington, 
Brett is continuing his career as 
both a concert presenter on the 
mighty theatre organ, and an out-
standing practitioner of the art of 
presenting silent film with theatre 
organ accompaniment. 

              ATOS Atlanta 
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A PERSONAL NOTE FROM KEN DOUBLE 
 
To all of our chapter members: 
 
For the past two years, I have talked about how the chapter is best served when many serve. 
We have capable people throughout the organization, and I urge you to ask a simple question: 
“How can I help?” Looking ahead, we will be asking folks to “step up,” including at least two 
specific positions on the board. 
 
Paul Beavin, who has served us so very well as our Treasurer, has indicated he wishes to relin-
quish the post and will not serve after the term ends December 31. Paul has placed the chapter 
on very good footing, paving the way for a smooth transition for a new Treasurer. 
 
And after 4 (maybe it’s 5???) years as President, I am absolutely, positively, and without ques-
tion stepping down from the position. It is absolutely essential we have good people doing good 
things for the betterment of our chapter, and that includes the leadership post. 
 
I have no intention of going away. I am truly invested in all of our work, and will gladly continue 
on the Board to work for us all. But fresh ideas and different perspectives help us all, and it is 
time for new leadership at the top of ACATOS. 
 
Is some work involved?  Of course.  Are there LOTS of good folks helping with this work?  Abso-
lutely.  If you balance your check book well, you can be Treasurer.  If you have some good ideas, 
you can be President.  With lots of support from many.  We need you now! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to renew your membership. We need you! 
Renew at atosatlanta.org 

 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 
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A Tremendous Day for the Future of the Theatre Organ Artform 
 
Sunday, June 11, was a red letter day for the Atlanta Chapter and the future of the theatre  
organ art form. A crowd of over 60 filled the auditorium of Stephenson High School in Stone 
Mountain, GA to hear a 16 year old young man play as a mature pro! Ben Forsthoffer plays, 
talks and interacts with others as if he has been performing publicly for years. His playing was 
flawless, his registrations were perfect for each of his 12 selections, and his console demeanor 
was very professional!  

 
Ben practiced on the Grande Page prior to the concert for over 
8 hours, which demonstrated his deep familiarity with the in-
strument. This reviewer particularly liked how he fused each 
registration with each musical passage. He played every piece 
but one, without any music, plus he gave a brief history of each 
piece that he played!! His use of the tuned percussions and 
traps made the organ sound much like a symphony orchestra 
and his program was so very varied. Different pieces from 
different times, ballads to marches, waltzes to jazz showed 
what the theatre organ is capable of doing in 2023!!  From 
Good News as the console riser to Everything’s Coming Up  
Roses as the closer kept the audience glued to the music.  
 
 

Several new pieces were introduced to this reviewer to include Love is Sweeping the Country 
and Hands Across the Sea. Old favorites like All the Things You are,  It’s Alright With Me, If,  
Pavanne, It’s Only a Paper Moon and the fabulous Jerome  Kern Medley brought back memo-
ries of some of our chapter members’ favorite pieces who have outraced us to Theatre Organ 
Heaven!  
 
The audience gave Ben two standing ovations. 
And a special thanks to Donna Forsthoffer, 
Ben’s mom, for the tremendous support of her 
son and for taking her time to accompany Ben 
to Atlanta. Donna is such a positive and de-
lightful person who this reviewer was glad to 
get to know. In conclusion, Ben has the theatre 
organ art form at his fingertips and with young 
people like him playing for the public; we have 
a very bright future.  
 
Ron Carter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 

atosatlanta.org


 

7 

Upcoming Chapter Events 
 
July Chapter Meeting  Sunday, July 16  -  3:00pm 
       Stephenson High School 
       Brett Miller at the Grande Page 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Carter 
Strand Theatre Events 

Pre-Shows by Strand Organists 
 
Thu, July 13 Best of Broadway  -  8:00pm  - organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Debbie Chambless 
Fri, July 14  Best of Broadway  -  8:00pm  - organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Debbie Chambless 
Sat, July 15  Best of Broadway  -  3:00pm  - organ pre-show at 2:30pm by Debbie Chambless 
    Best of Broadway  -  8:00pm  - organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Larry Davis 
 
Sat, July 22  Mama Mia  -  3:00pm  - organ pre-show at 2:30pm by John McCall 
    Mama Mia  -  8:00pm  - organ pre-show at 7:30pm by John McCall 
 
Sat, July 29  Driving Miss Daisy  -  8:00pm  - organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Larry Davis 
 
Sun, July 30 The Merry Widow  -  3:00pm  - organ pre-show at 2:30 by Misha Stefanuk 
    Ron Carter accompanying this feature with soloist Suzy Thrasher singing 
     the movie theme song.   
  
Fri, Aug 25  Singin’ In The Rain  -  8:00pm  - organ pre-show at 7:30pm by Larry Davis 
     
 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 
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Former Chapter member Wyatt McDaniel passed away last month. Please see the enclosed obituary 
about Wyatt.  
 
Wyatt and I became great friends about 10 or so years ago after he and his wife Sandy attended one of 
my silent films at the Strand. They lived in Spartanburg SC, and would drive over and spend the night to 
attend chapter meetings and also silent films at the Strand. Wyatt absolutely loved my film accompani-
ment and he and Sandy would always come down to the console after the film to express how much they 
enjoyed the program.  
 
Wyatt would get so involved in the music that he had tears in his eyes and could hardly speak. He would 
always follow up with a wonderful encouraging email to me after he arrived at home. These emails from 
him were so inspiring to me and encouraged me to continue my silent film work. He was just one of those 
people that you immediately liked, identified with and just wanted to be around. As you can tell from his 
Obituary, he was quite a man being involved in so many facets of life.  
 
I will miss him deeply and wish Sandy and his family the very best. I wish I could have been part of his Me-
morial Service but unfortunately had already committed to playing for a funeral in Marietta. One thing I 
know for sure is this old world is definitely a better place because of Wyatt. 
 
Ron Carter  
 

A Celebration of Life 
for 

Wyatt (Mack) Young McDaniel, III 
June 30, 1945 ~ May 4, 2023 

 
Wyatt Young (Mack) McDaniel, III, age 77, of Spartanburg, SC passed away on May 4, 2023, following an 
automobile accident. Born on June 30,1945 in Greenville, SC, he was the elder son of Alucia Crowell 
McDaniel and Wyatt Y. McDaniel, Jr., both deceased. He is survived by his loving wife of 42 years, Sandra 
Marie McDaniel (nee Koedyker), his son Gardner Patrick (Maria) and grandson Avery, his son Gavin Young 
(Laura) and grandchildren Nathan, Kaitlin and Luke, his brother Wayne Crowell McDaniel, niece Rachel 
and Nephew Josh. 
 
A pianist with a natural gift and a reach of an octave and a fifth, he loved playing! As a teen he accompa-
nied the church choir on both piano and organ. When he received Sandra’s birthday gift of a piano and 
“fake books” with only the melody line and guitar chords, it required Mack to interpret them for the pi-
ano! He spent many, many happy hours flipping through the hundreds of songs and playing for Sandra. 
From hymns to Broadway show tunes or songs from the early 20th century, she whistled the melodies, 
most of which she knew, or sang along! 
 
He was an earnest Patriot and was appreciated for displaying Ameri-
can flags on the neighborhood telephone poles on Federal Holidays, 
especially Veterans Day, Memorial Day and July 4th.  
 
In lieu of flowers, please contribute to the charity of your choice in 
Wyatt’s remembrance. Wounded Warriors, Folds of Honor and Tunnel 
to Towers (T2T.org) were 3 of his favorites. 
 
A “Celebration of Life” was held at Floyd’s Greenlawn Chapel (2075 E. 
Main St., 29307) on June 24, 2023, including Visitation with the family 
at 11:30am, a Celebration of Life memorial service at 1:00pm and fol-
lowed by a time to view his life and enjoy fellowship with each other 
while reflecting and remembering Mack. 
 
 
 

              ATOS Atlanta 


