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No July Meeting 
Due to the conflict with the 2014 ATOS Convention in Indianapolis, there 

will be no Atlanta Chapter meeting during July. 

EMS at the Strand 
by Larry Davis 

 

          On Sunday afternoon, May 
18, the Strand Theatre was 
crowded with dozens of EMS 
personnel. The occasion was not a 
mass casualty incident – the 
building had not caved in nor was 
there a theatre full of sick people. 
The Strand Theatre was presenting 
the legendary EMS film classic 
Mother, Jugs, and Speed to honor 
the EMS community as the 
opening event in Georgia 
celebrating National EMS Week 
2014.  
        The Strand announced their 
intent to screen the film some 
months ago and a great deal of 

interest was generated in the EMS 
community, especially the EMS 
pioneers who were around when 
the film was released in 1976. The 
event turned into a reunion for 
some of the EMS pioneers and 
people who had not seen each other 

for more than 30 years were 
crowded into the lobby, sharing 
photograph albums, newspaper 
articles and memories from the 
early days of EMS in Georgia. 
Among those present was the 
former director of EMS Education 
for the Department of Technical 
and Adult Education, Phil Petty, 
who set the educational course for 
EMS professionals for years. 
        The upcoming event had been 
covered by a front page Metro/
State section article in the Marietta 
Dai l y  Jou rna l ,  who bot h 
interviewed me for the article and 
published a photograph that 
showed me sitting at the console in 
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“Nimmo at the Nautilus ---

-er - Tivoli” 
 

        Sunday, June 22nd, 2014, at 
2:00 P.M, a hearty bunch found 
their way to Chattanooga’s Tivoli 
Theatre.  The artist - and instru-
ment - eagerly anticipated !! 
        President Tim Stephens 
welcomed us and told of up-
coming meetings and events.  Tim 
returned to introduce a first-time 
performer for the Atlanta Chapter – 
our artist from Indianapolis, 
Indiana – Mr. Justin Nimmo !! 
        Justin opened with a rousing 
version of “You Do Something to 
Me,” and he certainly did !! 
        Next, a bow to the great 
stylings of Frank Sinatra – “I 
Guess I’ll Hang My Tears Out to 
Dry.”  A great ballad and smooth 
jazz treatment – Frank would 

approve ! 
        An ode to the current weather 
conditions – “We’re Having a Heat 
Wave,” a favorite from the pen of 
Irving Berlin – and certainly 
timely – hot – humid – hot – 
humid – hot……. 
        The legendary George Wright 
was channeled for a great rhythmic 
selection to take us on the journey 
to “Hernando’s Hideaway!” 
        A great standard from the 
American song book – the soulful 

tune “Never-the-less,” even includ-
ing the rarely-heard verse. 
        Justin had visitors there – 
teacher acquaintances from 
Baltimore, MD, just happening to 
be in Chattanooga the same time as 
Justin, and, as these were not regu-
lar theatre organ groupies, needed a 
musical detour to lands they 
knew – and Justin offered a diverse 
medley of musical selections used 
in the video game “Zelda.”  Suc-
cess – they liked it and did not run 
from the building in hysterics !!!!! 
        The Irish clan made a guest 
appearance, and offering “I’m 
Looking Over a Four-Leaf Clover” 
to get us ready for the gold in the 
next set. 
        It’s hard to beat Cole Porter, 
and a selection of tunes are always 
welcome.  We were treated to “It’s 
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Justin Nimmo—photo by Larry Davis 

Larry Davis—Photo by Leonard 

Goodelman, Affordable Photography, 

Inc. used with permission 



Ads or announcements for this newsletter:  

Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or 

elfields@yahoo.com 

Atlanta Chapter,   
American Theatre Organ Society 

 

P.O. Box 426 
Marietta, Georgia  30061-0426 

404-725-1155 
www.atosatlanta.org 

www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta 
 

AC/ATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under 
Section 501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue Code.   

 

Chapter President - Tim Stephens 
Vice President - Ken Double 
Treasurer - Rick McGee 
Secretary - John Alford 
Newsletter Editor - Elbert Fields 
Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis 

        President's Message… In each month’s publication 

of the newsletter we’re able to share a lot of good news about 
our Chapter and its activities, but there are also times when we 
must share a somber note.  It’s with a very heavy heart that we 
report of the untimely passing of R. B. Coulter in a Closing 

Chord of this month’s issue.  I was shocked to hear of his hospitalization and 
fragile condition during a brief phone call early in June, but I was even more 
unprepared to hear of his passing the following day.  R. B. was a very 
dedicated and active member of the Atlanta Chapter.  From designing and 
editing our Convention program publication last year to creating posters and 
flyers for any event we would send his way, R. B. graciously and generously 
put his talents to work for us time after time.  He was a true friend to the 
theatre organ and a beloved member of our Chapter family who will be 
dearly missed. There have been talks of a separate memorial service – should 
that come to fruition, we’ll certainly pass along that information. 
        By the time this newsletter is published, over 20 Atlanta Chapter 
members will be en route to Indianapolis for the 59th Annual ATOS 
Convention.  With a stellar lineup of artists and instruments, you can be 
certain the group will return with a lot of memorable stories.  If you weren’t 
able to make it to this year’s Convention, or if you just like to plan ahead, 
next year’s event will be centered in Philadelphia and hosted by the 
Dickinson Theatre Organ Society.  The lineup will not only feature their 
magnificent 3/66 Kimball theatre organ but will also include trips to hear the 
organs in Atlantic City’s Boardwalk Hall (Convention Hall) and Macy’s 
Center City (Wanamaker’s) in Philadelphia, among many others.  Keep an 
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Closing Chord 

R.B. Coulter 
By John Clark McCall, Jr. 

 

R.B. Coulter—yes, he liked to be 
addressed in that fashion—left us on 
Friday, June 13, 2014 at a local 
hospital near his home in The Villages, 
Florida.  He possessed a passion for 
the theatre organ and its enthusiasts 
that was stronger than the biggest 
Spencer blower on earth!  And, too, he 
had a countenance that touched us in 
special ways…much like Clarence, the 
angel, in It’s A Wonderful Life. 
         Robert Coulter, 72, received 
engineering degrees from the 
Tennessee Technological University, 
the University of Tennessee, and 
Georgia Institute of Technology and 
practiced as a licensed professional 
civil engineer (P.E.) from 1976 until 
his retirement in 2002 with a 
specialization in environmental 
engineering.  During his career he 

worked as a designer of several 
wastewater treatment plants in 
Tennessee, Indiana, and Georgia and 
was also an engineer with the 
Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit 
Authority [MARTA]. He served as a 
mentor to many professionals in his 
fields of expertise.  He also worked 
with the Veteran’s Administration.  
Coulter served in the Navy during the 
Vietnam War.  In addition to his duty 
on a Navy destroyer with the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander, he was also 
stationed in Saigon as a special 
investigator. 
         For ATOS, Mr. Coulter made 
significant contributions in graphic 
design and co-produced the official 
program for the recent national 
convention in Atlanta in 2013 and 
other promotional literature.  He was 
an exemplary member of the Atlanta 
Chap ter  and  AT OS—wor king 
tirelessly to promote the art form; 
always offering his many talents in 
service to our organization. 

         R.B. had an arduous fight with 
cancer, but chose to use his energies to 
help others and worthy organizations 
such as ours.  He even took classes to 
learn about specialized medical care 
for a friend who was fighting his own 
health issues.  Like Clarence, he 
served as a guardian angel to many in 
ATOS and has left an indelible mark 
on the theatre organ world. 
         R.B. Coulter was also an Extra 
Class licensed amateur radio operator 
(HAM) with the callsign AI4OD 
(previously WB9SRX). Within the 
HAM radio community, his passing 
makes him a "Silent Key" as well as 
"Closing Chord". The Silent Key 
referring to the telegraph key for 
Morse code. 
         R.B. also wrote a series of 
articles for the journal regarding his 
experience building a virtual organ in 
an old Allen console, using the Artisan 
uMidi control system and the 
Hauptwerk sound engine / samples. 



“Nimmo at the Nautilus ----

er - Tivoli”  
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de Lovely,” then being told “I Love 
You,” suggesting “Let’s Fall in 
Love.”  Our response – “It’s All 
Right With Me !!” 
        Justin was held captive until he 
offered an encore selection – 
“Chattanooga Choo-Choo,” not in 
the usual pizza parlor transit method, 
but offering the stylings of Lyn 
Larsen. 
        Great first visit, Justin….do not 
let this be the only time !!!!!!  The 

Wurlitzer was shone with great use 
of the resources and left a very 
satisfied audience – full of music, 
and soon-to-be with the wonderful 
goodies provided by the Allees. 
        At the conclusion of the concert 
program, the Atlanta Chapter's 
Award for Lifetime Achievement 
was presented to Bert and Ann Allee 
for their many contributions to the 
chapter over the years. Bert began 
his involvement by helping Joe 
Patten with the restoration of the Fox 
Möller when Bert was a student at 
Georgia Tech. He and Ann have 
installed a pipe organ in their home 
and their residence has been part of 

chapter "Cave Crawls" in the past, 
and both have worked diligently on 
the Tivoli Wurlitzer for many years. 
It is primarily due to their devotion 
and their efforts that the organ 
remains in the excellent condition 
that it is.  
        Open console followed with 
John Baldwin, Wanda Carey-Fields 
and Rick McGee participating. 
        Offered  by Biz E. Body, a 
completely unbiased ear!   Remem-
ber, the curtains / chambers / console 
and stage have ears !!!!!! 
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EMS at the Strand  
(Continued from page 1) 

my EMS uniform. It was a 
wonderful opportunity both to honor 
the EMS profession and to promote 
the Strand and the theatre organ.  
        I opened with music from a 
quintessential disaster film, “The 
King Kong March,” and then we 

shared memories. Four of my 
ambulance partners from the 1970’s 
and early 1980’s came and how 
exciting that was. Ron Carter, retired 
agent for the GBI, came and 
graciously welcomed his fellow 
public safety workers.  
        The event was clouded by the 
unexpected death of Bo Pounds, 
founder of the original Metro 

Ambulance Service and EMS system 
pioneer and innovator. In honor of 
Bo, I wore my old Metro uniform 
while I was at the console.    Thanks 
to the Strand for providing the 
opportunity for a wonderful reunion 
day to honor those pioneers of the 
profession. 

Another Reason to Head to Chattanooga! 

The 90th Anniversary of the Tivoli Wurlitzer 
 

       Atlanta Chapter members just enjoyed listening to the Tivoli 
Theatre’s Mighty Wurlitzer with Justin Nimmo doing the honors in 
Chattanooga.  Now there is another reason to head north for an exciting 
show. 
       To help celebrate the 90th anniversary of the Wurlitzer’s arrival 
(Spring of ’24), ACATOS, the Chattanooga Music Club and the 
Tennessee Valley Railway Museum are joining forces to present the 
silent classic film THE GENERAL starring Buster Keaton. 
       The program will feature our own Ken Double at the Wurlitzer, 
and is set for Saturday, August 23rd at 7:30.  The show will include a 
short mini-concert and musical “tour of the organ” as the goal is to 
introduce the instrument to a new audience in Chattanooga. 
       Tickets will be just $7 (www.chattanoogaonstage.com or phone 
423-642-8497) – the price-friendly charge will hopefully bring 
families. And a major part of the effort will be to solicit donations for 
the ongoing maintenance of the Mighty Wurlitzer. 
       Mark your calendars for a return trip to Chattanooga Saturday, 
August 23rd to hear ATOS President Ken Double accompany one of the 
greatest silent films ever produced – and one with direct historical ties 
to Chattanooga – The General. 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars) 

• No meeting in July 

• August 9, 1-3:30 pm, Calvary Church, 5801 Pineville-Matthews Rd in Charlotte, NC 28227 (enter side 
doors at Entrance 3), Scott Foppiano to play the 5/205 Möller (largest church organ ever built) with open 
console to follow. Lunch on your  own at 11:30 am at The Great Wall of China South, 6666 Carmel Road. 
More information to follow in our August newsletter. Questions—call Paul Gelsleichter at 704-502-4545. 

• August 17, 3 pm, Marietta Performing Arts Center at Marietta High School for its regular August chapter 
meeting at 3:00 p.m.  The occasion?  The birth of our new musical baby!! 

• Want a FREE pipe organ? Just go to Peachtree City and get it. It is a Möller console with bench and 

pedalboard plus many wood and metal pipes. The organ is not playable, but the two-manual console, 
pedalboard and bench are in good shape. The pipes do sound when you blow them and it seems like the wooden 
pipes are principals and the metal pipes are reeds. Contact Debbie Chambless in Peachtree City, GA at 404-
790-1378 or email dchambless@hotmail.com.  

 

• 3/9 Morton pipe organ available. Presently located in a Burlington, NC residence, this organ has just 

come into “estate status” and price is negotiable.  The family’s goal is to pass this part of their parent’s legacy 
to another who would use, appreciate and foster the “Theatre Organ” experience or possibly to a public venue 
that still wants and instrument.  It is functioning, but some items need attention. It has a MIDI and an original 
version of the Uniflex relay. All of the regulators have been redone and it is equipped with a 7-1/2 HP Spencer 
blower with head room for more ranks and bolster space to fit them. Contact Paul “Mac” Abernathy at 336-
266-2835 or email pma10cdr@att.net.  

Pipe Organs Available Now! 

A Change in Plans for the August Meeting 
By Ken Double 

 

        Come Hear the Chapter’s Newest Musical Addition! 
        On Sunday, August 17th, the Atlanta Chapter will meet 
at the Marietta Performing Arts Center at Marietta High 
School for its regular August chapter meeting at 3:00 pm.  
The occasion?  The birth of our new musical baby!! 
        The Allen That Traveled the World has found its home 
at the beautiful, brand new Marietta Performing Arts Center.  
This is a 3-manual model LLQ 324, commonly known as the 
Lyn Larsen model as that talented performer designed the 

instrument for the Allen Organ Company. 
        Its owner was Mr. Harold Clementz of Panama City, 
Panama, who so graciously donated the instrument to the 
Atlanta Chapter.  Getting from Panama City here involved an 
ocean voyage with a stop in Valencia, Spain – the New York 
City – then the truck ride south – finally to Jeff Ayers’ Allen 
Organ Studios before installation at the high school. 
        Come feast your eyes on the glorious surroundings of 
the new Marietta Performing Arts Center, and feast your ears 
on our chapter’s newest theatre organ.  See you in Marietta 
Sunday, August 17th at 3:00 pm.  Artist to be announced in 
the next newsletter. 
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eye and ear out for additional details online and in the Theatre Organ journal. 
         While the size of the Theatre can be intimidating to a Chapter gathering, we did have a good turnout of over 50 members 
and guests for June’s Chapter Meeting at the Tivoli.  
         In this newsletter you’ll find complete details for our silent film presentation on August 23rd at the Tivoli, featuring Ken 
Double as he accompanies Buster Keaton’s classic The General.  The event is not only a celebration and chance for 
promotion, it’s also a fundraiser to help in the ongoing restoration and upkeep of the 3/13 Wurlitzer, which is still in its 
original home.  Tickets are only $7 (online, by phone, or at the door), and I hope you’ll encourage others to attend and enjoy a 
wonderful evening in Downtown Chattanooga at the beautiful Tivoli Theatre.  You’ll witness the first silent film at the Tivoli 
in decades and you’ll help a great cause. 
         Later this month, Jeff Ayers and his crew at Allen Organ Studios of Atlanta will deliver and install our Allen LL-324Q-
SP theatre organ to the Marietta Performing Arts Center.  To help kick off the partnership, you’ll see we’ve got our August 
meeting planned there.  I know you will be immediately impressed with the facility and with the staff, just as I was.  Once the 
school year gets underway, we’ll be working with the performing arts programs on the formal dedication concert.  Meanwhile, 
we’re offering a “sneak peek” at our newest instrument with the August program; details forthcoming in the next newsletter.  
Mark your calendars, and I’ll look forward to seeing you on both August 17 and August 23! 

Tim Stephens 


