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nomination for a post on the board,
contact Chapter President Larry
Davis.
Looking ahead, we will enjoy
the first meeting of the New Year
at the home of Dr. Michael Petway,
and we are working on several
excellent locations for future
meetings in 2016.

ACATOS CLOSES OUT
THE YEAR AT RICK'S
The Atlanta Chapter
December meeting will be at the
home of Rick McGee with an
opportunity to see, hear and play
his glorious Allen TO-5, the fivemanual colossus in his music room.
The program will feature what
might be termed "The Best of the
Best" as it will be an open console
affair with a chance for all who
wish to play this magnificent
instrument. So, shine up your organ
shoes, dust off some old favorite
Christmas hymns and holiday
favorites, and plan to be part of the
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show. Our chapter boasts a whole
array of outstanding musicians and
those attending will be in for a
potpourri of musical excellence.
There will be one major piece
of business as it will be election
time for officers and board
members. If there is a member who
wishes to place their name in

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
SATURDAY, MARCH 5
It is not too early to look forward and make plans
for Saturday evening, March 5, 2016. The chapter will
play host to organist Richard Hills from London,
England. He will perform on the Grande Page Organ at
Stephenson High School, the first concert on the organ
at its completed 22-rank composition. This
performance will also follow the tonal finishing which
will have been completed by Carlton Smith and Clark
Wilson.

Merry
Christmas

Directions to Rick’s home at
3600 Tanglewood Dr. NW,
Atlanta, GA 30339-4226 (phone
770-289-5942) are on Page 3 of
the May 2015 Atlanta Chapter
newsletter)

Ticket information will be available at the
December meeting, and for those familiar with Hills'
amazing talents (his 2013 convention concert at the
Fox was electrifying), you know you will be in for a
treat. For those who have not heard Richard live in
concert, it is an event you will not want to miss. And i
ever there was a time to introduce the theatre pipe
organ to new folks, NOW would be the time to buy
extra ticket and extend the invitation to friends,
neighbors, family and co-workers. Much more to come
on this exciting night for our chapter and the Page
organ.

While doing my research on many of the organist that played
back during the day, I found that many of the organist would take
out an ad For holiday greetings in many of the trade journals of
the day.
Here is one from Mr. and Mrs. Crawford.

John Tanner

President’s
Note…
Atlanta Chapter,
American Theatre Organ Society
P.O. Box 426
Marietta, Georgia 30061-0426
404-725-1155
www.atosatlanta.org
www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta
AC/ATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under
Section 501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue Code.

Chapter President - Larry Davis
Vice President - Ken Double
Treasurer - Rick McGee
Secretary - Randy Cobb
Newsletter Editor - Elbert Fields
Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis

Ads or announcements for this newsletter:
Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or
elfields@yahoo.com

Welcome New Members
Jean & George Westinghouse
532 Montgomery Ferry Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30324-5132

“The sun, for
sorrow, will not show
his head,” wrote Shakespeare and so
it seemed somehow appropriate that
the skies were cloudy, with
intermittent rain and fog and a chill
in the air on Monday, November 2,
as the news of the passing of our
friend Bucky Reddish flashed
through our community. And the
dismal weather continued through
his funeral Thursday; our first sign
of sun came when we were leaving
Butler on the way back to Atlanta.
Without question, Bucky
Reddish emerged after the Fabulous
Fox Organ Weekend in 2004 as one
of our most memorable and
important members. With the advent
of his “open-house” attitude
whereby anyone and everyone could
go and visit his home and play the
Walker anytime, “Bucky’s” became
the closest thing to a chapter
clubhouse that we may have ever
had. He expended thousands of
dollars to bring the greatest
organists in the world to his home
for our entertainment (and his, too
for sure!) over a ten-year period.
Of course, his personality was
certainly unique. Everyone knew
that he worshipped the Walker and
there’s the famous story – I hope I
have it right – of how he and James

Thrower used to call Bob Walker
every Saturday evening trying to
convince him to build the RTO
(Residence Theatre Organ to the
world but Reddish-Thrower Organ
privately around the Walker Organ
Company). Finally Bob’s wife said,
“Build those guys an organ so we
can have Saturday’s to ourselves.”
So Bob did and the rest is history.
And of course, Bucky never
tired of making changes – some
good, some not so favorable – to the
voicing. And every time, he
declared that “it sounds better than
it ever has.” After one voicing
endeavor, Bucky said delightedly,
“This is the best it could ever sound.
I’ll never make any more changes.”
I suggested to Bob Walker that I
was a notary and I could take a
sworn and signed statement from
Bucky to that effect to be used the
next time he called. Bob said he
thought that was a great idea and he
and I and James and Bucky all
laughed together. We all knew it
wasn’t the end. And it wasn’t.
But the end did come – the end
of an era, the end of a friendship –
but not the end of memories and
stories and gratitude to a man who
gave us so much of his heart.
Rest in Peace, Bucky.

Larry Davis

YEAR 2016 ACATOS NOMINATIONS/ELECTIONS ANNOUNCEMENT
The Annual Meeting of the Atlanta Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society is scheduled for
December 13, 2015, 3:00 pm at Rick McGee’s residence.
As provided in the chapter bylaws, the annual election of officers and directors shall take place at this
meeting. In addition to the names listed below, qualified chapter members may present themselves as a
candidate for office or as a director by written notification to Randy Cobb, 1410 Peter Haughton Way NW,
Atlanta, GA 30318-4158 or email randycobb@gmail.com, or may be nominated from the floor during the
Annual Meeting. Please do not nominate someone without discussion and confirmation with that person! The
nominees for office and board are:

Officers
President: Larry Davis - Vice President: Ken Double - Secretary: Randy Cobb - Treasurer: Rick McGee
Newsletter Editor: Elbert Fields - Strand Project Chair: Ron Carter - Page Project Chair: Jack Sandow -

Directors at Large
Bob Fountain - Randy Hendry - Lee Lanier - John McCall - Tim Stephens
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Michael
Rossi

Nathan
Peace

Taj
Stephens
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Joe
Arnotti

The Triumph of Variety
The Chamber Mouse, having
taken a few days to recover from
being stuffed to overflowing at
the feast – of music – at the
November chapter meeting,
returns to file this report.
A wonderfully large crowd of
people, the vast majority of them not
associated with the theatre organ world,
came to the Strand Theatre for the
November chapter meeting, featuring
“Ron Carter and Friends.” None of them
left disappointed, for what a show it
was – a variety show – featuring
instrumental music, singing, dancing:
Broadway music, country music, church
music, rock music, Oh, and theatre
organ. And a silent film.
The program opened with a tribute
to France and those who lost their lives
in the recent violence – Ron Carter
played “Le Marseillaise,” the French
National Anthem, followed by the
United States National Anthem, sung by
Carley Vogel, 2016’s Miss Cobb
Outstanding Teen.

Carley
Vogel

Shelbea
Owen

Catherine
Moulton

Abby
Carter

Then up came the console to Jerry
Herman’s thrilling “Before the Parade
Passes By” from Hello, Dolly. From
there it was “On with the show.”
Judging by the cheers and
applause, there were several outstanding
and gripping moments in the afternoon –
dramatic performances that moved
everyone. The first was Shelbea Owen
and her rendition of Vikki Carr’s With
Pen in Hand, a moving almost-country
music torch song. Shelbea extracted
every ounce of emotion from the lyrics
and the music.
The second was Jake Carter who
brought the console up playing a medley
from Titanic. At one point he played fast
right hand notes while bracing himself
on the bench with his left hand to play
double-footed pedal notes. The
thunderous audience response seemed to
stun him and left no doubt that another
Carter is soon to reign at the keyboards.
No sooner had Jake descended
than Joe Arnotti crossed the stage to
sing My Way, the song made famous by
Frank Sinatra. Accompanied by Ron
Carter, Joe’s performance left everyone
thrilled and breathless at the end

Arianna
Shropshire

Jake
Carter

Harper
Harris

The next particularly outstanding
moment took place after the
intermission and was perhaps a
surprise – young organist Nathan Peace
performing a complex arrangement of
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. The
intricacy of the harmonies, the
fingering, the pedaling, all entranced the
audience. As the organ continued to
crescendo to a grand conclusion, Nathan
left no doubt that the classical side of
the organ and church music can be as
thrilling as Broadway music in the right
hands.
As soon as Nathan had turned the
organ back over to Ron, Catherine
Moulton emerged to sing the soaring
Rodgers and Hammerstein classic If I
Loved You.
Then Taj Stephens walked out
onto the floor among the audience and
sang You Lift Me Up.
Those were the high moments –
but all the other moments were just as
enjoyable -talented and skillful
presentations that allowed our emotions
a little rest. Taj, Joe and Catherine
joined to open the variety part of the
(Continued on page 6)
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Closing Chord
Tributes to Bucky Reddish
What a sweet, enthusiastic and
genuine man. Tina and I were
honored to know him and enjoy his
peach-flavored hospitality. He was
one of those white-hat guys whose
passing leaves a huge hole in many
hearts – Jim Riggs, Theatre
Organist, California
Bucky was a wonderful human
being. Despite some problems
earlier in his life he overcame them
and prospered. It would be difficult
to find a more enthusiastic
proponent for the theatre organ.
Always greeting me with a hug,
Bucky would radiate generosity and
the kindness of the human spirit. I
shall miss him very much. – Bob
Evans, Swansea, Mass, EMCATOS
Bucky was the original owner
of my Allen R311 theatre organ
(which he named Mizz Dixie).
Bucky was a sweet guy and loved
nothing more than to have friends to
play his Walker TO. The last time I
was at his home I had a blast playing
and he seemed to enjoy himself
immensely. It was hard to break
away to make the long trip back to
Florida but I will always recall what
wonderful fellowship we had. –
Gene Stroble, Jacksonville
I met Bucky at the Birmingham
regional ATOS meeting a number of
years ago. He welcomed me at
breakfast to move from my table and
join him and others at their table. I
spent lot of time that weekend with
Bucky and friends in Birmingham. It
was afterwards that I joined the
Atlanta Chapter because of the
friendship and hospitality Bucky
extended. – Gary Mull, Atlanta
Chapter, ATOS
Such a great loss for all of us,
but especially all of you in Atlanta.
I can't say that I've ever known a
gentler, kinder more caring soul than
Bucky.
He was a true caring
gentleman. – Tom Cronier,
Alabama Chapter ATOS,

Birmingham
I believe around 2000 I got a
phone call from Bucky. I had been
Chapter President for several
previous years and he had my phone
number and wanted to talk about the
chapter and theatre organ in general.
He had not been involved as a
chapter member for many years. He
was the typical Bucky we all know,
t a l ki ng non -s t op a nd e ve n
apologizing for calling me. He said
that he was thinking about getting
back involved and was wondering
how things were going with the
chapter. I filled him about our
chapter activities and told him I had
heard his name mentioned many
times and knew that at one time he
had purchased a Barton theatre pipe
organ but the last I heard it was still
in storage in Roy Davis's warehouse
in McMinnville Tennessee. He said
that unfortunately he was not able to
install the pipe organ but did have a
Rodgers Olympic model in his home
in Smyrna and was wondering if I
could come down, play it and do
some voicing. I told him I would
love to meet him and see and hear
the Rodgers. Donna and I went to
his home that was in a subdivision
located off Atlanta Rd behind
Campbell HS. Bucky was his usual
gracious self and welcomed us into
his very tastefully decorated home.
Donna was immediately impressed
with all of the antique furniture that
Bucky had and his cut glassware. I
played the Rogers and found it to be
in good shape but needing some
serious rank balancing. Bucky and I
opened the back of the console and I
did the best I could with us both
trying to figure out what controlled
what. Fortunately, I did succeed in

making the organ sound better. I told
him that he might remember a
chapter member James Thrower
who might could help us with the
voicing of the Rogers. Bucky said he
thought he remembered James. The
next day I called James and he and I
arranged to return to Bucky's to
work on the Rodgers. We did some
more voicing and got the organ
sounding pretty good. The rest is of
course history. Bucky and James
became very close friends; Bucky
got involved in our chapter. Then in
2001 Bucky purchased an Allen 311
and had it installed in his basement.
Bucky, James and I met Jim Ingram
several times at Bucky's home in
Smyrna to voice this instrument.
Bucky had Jim Ingram back so
many times to voice the instrument
that Jim nicknamed us the Cobb
County Voicing Authority! We had
a chapter program at Bucky's old
address and then he moved to
Vinings, got his 2nd Allen, changed
out speakers, sold the Allen and in
2004 purchased his beloved Walker.
I will always remember Bucky as a
kind and gentle soul who truly loved
the theatre organ and its music. Ron Carter, Atlanta Chapter ATOS.
Memories of Bucky are
somewhat overwhelming because
there was so much Bucky on so
many levels. He was the theatre
organ’s Greatest Cheerleader. If we
had a hundred more Bucky’s we
would have 10,000 more members!
He was also generous - to a fault fun, gracious, and a wonderful
person and friend. He suffered far
too much, and thus, there is no more
pain; no more issues; just glorious
theatre organ music 24/7 in that
better place he now calls home.
Weren’t we all better for knowing
Bucky Reddish? – Ken Double,
President and CEO, American
Theatre Organ Society
A Tribute from Downunder The world of the theatre organ has
enabled us to meet many wonderful
(Continued on page 5)
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people from many different
countries, but few would be more
welcoming than Bucky Reddish. His
hospitality was renowned. We didn’t
need to be informed of these fine
qualities --- even as we approached
his front door for the first time one
could feel the warmth of his
personality. And, as the door
opened, there he was, a quiet person
with a gentle smile that we would
come to know as a permanent
feature.
The welcome extended to his
magnificent Walker digital theatre
organ which one was invited to play
but it was never demanded. Myself,
a seasoned player and Jo-ann a
comparative novice were made to
feel equally at home, and Jo-ann
especially was encouraged by his
words. No matter how well or poorly
one played, or how long one played
into the night, Bucky just sat there
quietly with that characteristic smile.
And if you didn’t feel like playing,
you were just as welcome to chat for
as long as you wished.
We will long remember our
first visit and an strange rumble
through the floorboards. Could it be
a poorly installed air conditioning
unit? Then with that smile he opened
that broom cupboard door! He didn’t
need to say anything, an organ
blower with a tremulant beating said
it all.
His quiet outgoing personality
extended to serving on the ATOS
Board where his ability to bind and
unify people was greatly
appreciated. His contributions to
ATOS will be greatly missed.
The ‘who’s who’ of the theatre
organ world who attended his
‘birthday bashes’ was testimony to
his popularity. We will always regret
not being able to accept the
invitation to his last birthday party,
an invitation that was extended to all
his Facebook friends.
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The news of Bucky’s passing
sent shockwaves throughout the
theatre organ fraternity, shockwaves
which extended to his many friends
“Downunder”.
Rest in peace Bucky- “your
blower may have ended but the
tremulant lingers on”. David
Johnston & Jo-ann Stenton,
Melbourne, Australia
Writing about Bucky Reddish is
like documenting an important
chapter of my own life. The fact that
this wonderful, gracious man has
one of the world's finest digital
theatre organs is no accident (I use
the present tense, for Bucky's
Walker organ and the music it
makes will continue to live). He was
not afraid to collaborate with some
of the other great "ears" in the
business, like our own James
Thrower and John Tanner...and the
organ's creator, Bob Walker. He
gave me the great honor of playing
one of the inaugural concerts in his
home in Mableton, and I just
completed what will probably be the
last recording of the instrument in its
present home in Butler, Georgia.
When I played for the ATOS
national convention in Cleveland at
the cavernous Loew's State, Bucky
was by my side conjuring up the
most inventive and luscious
combinations on the STR-4 Allen.
Bucky's middle name should
have been "Giver." His greatest
pleasure was to give...be it the
engagements of talented artists like
the great Jelani Eddington or David
Gray...or a complimentary barbeque
to bolster those overcome with the
music constantly streaming from his
Walker organ. He didn't turn his
back on other instruments either.
You will find his name on a plaque
in the Earl Smith Strand Theatre in
Marietta in support of the fine GW-4
Allen there. He also lent his vision
and passion to the business side of
ATOS--serving in numerous

capacities at the chapter and national
levels.
If one wants to really assess
Bucky's impact on our art form...just
envision what the world of the
theatre organ would be like had Mr.
Reddish not been a part of it. Now,
that's food for thought...and beyond
a barbeque buffet! J o h n C l a r k
McCall, Jr., Atlanta Chapter,
ATOS
When thinking of Bucky
Reddish, there are two things that
come straight to mind: Music and
Friendship. Bucky's love of his
friends and his music were
completely linked, and this was
shown countless times in the sharing
of great music at his home. Through
his kindness in sharing, he brought
people together, and some of my
very happiest memories are of taking
part in this and meeting a great
number of friends in Atlanta. Bucky
was one of the first people to offer
me a chance back in 2006, inviting
me to play at his home, and we
quickly formed a special connection.
This has been another aspect to
Bucky-support for young people. In
fact, since 2012, my connection with
the USA both socially and musically
has been an incredibly important and
hugely rewarding part of my life;
this stems from the numerous trips I
have made to stay with Bucky. I
have never known a kinder, sweeter,
more generous person-one who was
only filled with love and support.
My heartfelt condolences go to his
family and all others who were so
fond of him at this time of loss. We
have lost a dear friend and I wasn't
ready to have to say goodbye. I don't
know how long it will take me to
comprehend this loss, but I will
cherish the memories and continue
to cherish the friends I have made
through him. David Gray, 2015
ATOS Organist of the Year,
London, England
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Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars)
December 14, 3 pm Christmas party/meeting/program at Rick McGee’s home in Vinnings
December 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 18, 19, 20 all shows at 8 pm except on the 6th, 13th and 20th which are
at 3 pm- A CHRISTMAS TRADITION live stage show with theatre organ pre shows and sing-alongs 30
minutes prior to show time by Strand organists Ron Carter; Larry Davis; Misha Stefanuk and Ken Double. A
wonderful song and dance Christmas review by 20 singers on the Strand stage. The theatre/lobby and organ will be decked out
for Christmas. Come early and have dinner or lunch on the square and then attend this wonderful show. Reserved seating. tickets
are only $25 with special prices for military, seniors and students by calling the Strand box office at 770- 293-0080 or in person
M-F from 11 am to 6 pm, or Saturdays 9 to noon or on the web at www.earlsmithstrand.org. Also, box office opens 2 hrs before
show time.

3-manual Hauptwerk Theatre Organ
3/35 Neil Jensen’s Connoisseur Theatre Pipe
Organ sample set Hauptwerk advanced 3.1
If interested please call
Ted Barnett 404-876-0563
tbarnett56@att.net

(Continued from page 3)

entertainment with a skit and Taj’s
rendition of I Don’t Care. Abby Carter
and Michael Rossi joined in a very
enjoyable trumpet medley – Days of
Wine and Roses, Theme from “A
Summer Place,” and, appropriately, If
My Friends Could See Me Now. And if
they could see them standing on the
stage accompanied by the unit orchestra,
they would have been as impressed and
delighted as we were.
Miss Vogel returned to reprise her
show-stopping performance of Love
Comes Stealing, from the silent film The
Man Who Laughs. Carly had sung this
song and received an enthusiastic
response when the film was screened at
the theatre in October.
Nathan made his first appearance,
giving us a taste of what was to come
with Dieterich Buxtehude’s Toccata in
F, our first opportunity to hear the
classical side of the organ.
To ease us into the intermission,
Catherine Moulton made her second
appearance, singing My Own, a song that
she made her own without doubt.
After the intermission, Ron Carter
opened on the organ as he had at the
beginning for yes, there was a theatre

organ in the house that was capable of
entertaining all on its own as well as
being the glue that held the entire
program together. In the beginning, and
after the anthems, Ron had played a
medley from the musical Kismet, and
this time he opened with Gonna Love
That Girl Like She’s Never Been Loved
Before, followed by accompanying the
recent sound/silent short film “Blind
Date.”
Immediately thereafter, Ron was
joined by Harper Harris who presented a
soulful and poignant harmonica
rendition of the Charlie Chaplin
composition Smile, accompanied by Ron
on the organ. We certainly did smile at
that one.
Then there was a delightful medley
of songs from “Bye, Bye Birdie,”
starting with Abby Carter singing One
Boy. She was joined by Catherine
Moulton and their two very different
voices worked perfectly together in the
plaintive song. No sooner had they
exited than Joe Arnotti emerged onto the
main floor to tease the ladies with One
Last Kiss.
Shelbea Owen, having moved our
hearts with her earlier solo, returned to
thrill us with The Trolley Song, from

“Meet Me in St. Louis.”
After three of the aforementioned
outstanding performances followed one
after the other, the show moved towards
the end with dance! Ron began the title
song from 42nd Street. Catherine
Moulton emerged to sing, followed by
our first opportunity to see Arianna
Shropshire tap dancing, a performance
that garnered enthusiastic applause. The
she was joined in the dance by a stageful
of dancers in a routine that she had
skillfully choreographed.
As that stunning moment ended,
the dancers were joined by all the other
performers on stage to sing a song most
appropriate for the season and for the
world at this time in history, Let There
Be Peace on Earth.
The response of the audience, the
standing ovation, the cheering, the buzz
afterwards, and all the reports confirmed
the incredible success of the day. Even
though they didn’t sing the song, there
was no doubt that the day defined what
it means when we say “That’s
Entertainment!”

The Chamber Mouse

