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Scott Foppiano at the Reddish Residence
Saturday, December 11th at 2:00 pm

Scott Foppiano at the
Reddish Residence
Our December program will
close the year with a nationallyknown artist, Scott Foppiano,
playing an outstanding Walker RT335 at a venue we all enjoy, the
Reddish residence. Please be aware
that this month’s program will be on
Saturday (not Sunday), earlier in the
month than usual on the 11th and at
2:00 pm instead of the usual 3:00
pm. Don’t be a day late or an hour
short.
About the Artist… Scott
Foppiano was born in Memphis, TN

in 1965 and began private study of
the piano and organ at a young age.
While a student he started playing at
the Church of St. Paul the Apostle
and in high school began playing
the Mighty Wurlitzer organ at the
Orpheum Theatre.
Critically acclaimed and sought
after as a classical recitalist, theatre
organist and silent film accompanist, he has played and recorded
some of the greatest pipe organs in
the US, Canada and Europe. In
addition to his theatre organ playing, he is thoroughly trained as a
classical and Liturgical organist and
is also a highly respected choirmaster. To date he has recorded six
solo organ CDs with future projects
pending.
He has served several prominent
congregations and is the OrganistChoirmaster at St. Vincent de Paul
Roman Catholic Church in Kansas
City, MO, where he resides. He has
served on the administrative boards

Legally “STRANDED”
in Marietta !!
Our monthly meeting was
Sunday, November 7th, 2010 and
held at the Earl Smith Strand
Theatre, Marietta, Georgia, at 3:00
p.m.
Returning after a much-too-long
absence, our artist was Mr. Dolton
McAlpin. A practicing attorney (he
will get it right eventually) is from
Mississippi, and a fine organist too.
No, they are not mutually exclusive.
This was Dolton’s first round with
the Allen Renaissance GW-IV
theatre organ in the Strand. May he
have many more !!!

Photo by
Donna Carter

After a brief introduction, the
music began: “The Music Goes
Round & Round” gave us a taste of
what was to come - music all
afternoon and sound all around you.
A great ballad, “When You
Wish Upon a Star,” brought back
images of Jiminy Cricket crooning
away in the 1940 Disney film
Pinocchio.

Merry Christmas
of the ATOS and AGO at local and
national levels and holds the ServPl
and CAGO certifications. He
continued private organ study with
the late William Whitehead and
with his friend and mentor, the late
great Thomas Hazleton. He has
played for national and regional
conventions of the AGO, ATOS and
OHS. He was a featured solo artist
at the ATOS National Convention
in New York City where he
performed on the famous Möller
pipe organ in the Cadet Chapel of
the United States Military Academy
at West Point after which he was
honored by being named the 2007
ATOS Organist of the Year. In
addition to his full time ecclesiastical duties, he maintains a very
active schedule as a solo performer.

Directions to the Reddish
residence on Page 2

Next a couple of rhythm-infused
favorites, “I'm Beginning to See the
Light” and “Take the A Train”
displayed the big band sounds the
organ has to offer.
“Can I Forget You?” I hope not.
This tune, by Jerome Kern, and
featured in the film “High, Wide
and Handsome,” offered a treat in
its not being often heard and the
arrangement paid credit to the intent
of the composer - right on the mark.
“How 'Bout Me?” and “When
Day is Done” were paired for the
next offering and the arrangements
featured true homage to the original
(Continued on page 2)
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versions - including the up-tempo
chorus of “When Day is Done.”
“‘Til There Was You” - a
P.O. Box 426
featured song from Meredith
Marietta, Georgia 30061-0426
Wilson’s “The Music Man,”
770-948-8424
www.theatreorgans.com/georgia/atlanta/atos/
showcased the lyrical and fluid style
that Dolton does so well. The organ
AC/ATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt organization under
Section 501.c.3 of the Internal Revenue Code.
sang well.
A “Rodgers & Hart Medley” was
Chapter President - Bucky Reddish
n
e
xt
, f e a t ur i n g s o me gr e a t
Vice President - Phillip Allen
standards - favorites of many, and
Treasurer - Mandy Allen
Secretary - Larry Davis
had all humming or softly singing
Newsletter Editor - Elbert Fields
along. The selections were: “Lover,”
Associate Editor - Wanda Carey Fields
“Bewitched, Bothered and
Chapter Correspondent - Rick McGee
Bewildered,” “Blue Moon,” and
“Falling In Love with Love.”
Ads or announcements for this newsletter:
Lyn Larsen, well-known for his
Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or
theatre
organ concert career, is also a
elfields@yahoo.com
composer of some wonderful songs.
“There's a Place In My Heart for
Larry, Carols & Mo
You” is a tender ballad and Dolton
at the Fabulous Fox
captured the subtle, heart-felt longing
Monday, December 13th, 7:00 pm, Lyn intended.
with Atlanta Chapter member LarryIt is Sunday, after all, and “When
Douglas Embury on the 4/42 Möller,
the
Roll Is Called Up Yonder” stirred
featuring Joe Gransden, The Gwinnett
up
the
Gospel roots in all attendees.
Young Singers, The Fox Theatre Rising
All
we
needed were offering plates
Stars and the movie Elf.
for
the
ushers
and we would be set
Admission is free, but tickets are
sermon!!
for
the
required and are available at the Fox box
office or www.ticketmaster.com (small
A complete about-face, “Rock
service charge). Don't miss it -- Get your Around the Clock” got the audience
tickets early as they go fast.
For more information go to:
www.foxtheatre.org

Peachtree Road UMC
Many Moods of
Christmas Concert
Peachtree Road UMC, one of USA
Today’s “Greatest places to hear glorious
music”, invites us to their Many Moods of
Christmas concert on December 12th at
5:30 pm to experience the awe, splendor
and grandeur of Christmas featuring the
Atlanta Symphony's new Concertmaster,
David Coucheron and the renowned
PRUMC Chancel and Georgia Boy
Choirs with Atlanta symphony musicians.
Works by Vaughn Williams, Biebl,
Howells, Rutter, Caccini, Beaudrot, and
Shaw.
Complimentary tickets are available.
Send SASE to Music Department, 3180
Peachtree Road NW, Atlanta, GA 30305
or pick up at the music office. Contact:
Judy Koch or Camilla Cruikshank at 404240-8212.

Ron
Carter

Jeff
Ayers

Bucky
Reddish

ready to get up and dance. Dolton
does many styles of music well.
This was just another example of his
versatility.
A popular song from the musical
“Carnival in Flanders” (almost
forgotten) is “Here's That Rainy
Day.” Dolton’s treatment of this
piece well demonstrated the haunting
ballad writing in this great
composition.
Now, for a couple of toe-tappers
from the great 1930s musical
extravaganzas: “I've Got a Feeling
You're Fooling” and “Forty-Second
Street” brought the Great White Way
to Marietta in fine fashion.
All too soon, it’s over, and Dolton
left us. He told us “I'll Be Seeing
You” and then asked “Is It True
What They Say About Dixie?” We
hope so - soon - and - Yes, it is
TRUE !!!
Hurry Back - we need you!!
Open console followed the
program and several members took
the opportunity to ride the lift up and
play the Allen GW-IV.
All comments happily passed on.
Remember, the walls, seats and
Stage curtains have ears!!

Biz E. Body

Thank You Jeff Ayers!
During our November meeting at the
Strand, Ron Carter and Bucky Reddish
presented Jeff Ayers, President & CEO
of Allen Organ Studios of Atlanta, a
certificate thanking him for his dedicated support, past and present.

Directions to the Bucky Reddish Residence, Mableton, GA
5370 Vinings Lake View Dr. SW — 770-948-8424
From I-285 take Exit 12, US-78/US-278, Hollowell Pkwy (formerly Bankhead
Hwy). Go West (outside the Perimeter toward Austell) for about 4.5 miles. Turn
Right on Cooper Lake Road, which is the 2nd light past Lindley Middle School.
Travel about 1/2 mile to The Retreat at Old Vinings Lake Estates entrance on the
right. Follow the main road and the house is at the corner on the left. Please respect
the neighbors and park on one side of the street only. Please do not park on the
main street into the subdivision. Carpool if possible. Additional parking is
available at the clubhouse by the tennis courts, located to your right when you reach
Bucky’s street, then down the hill on the left.
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Theatres of Georgia with organs Part 6:
The Theatres of Valdosta, Georgia
By John Tanner and John Clark McCall, Jr.

When I was in college, I came across two things that
would spark my interest about the old movie palaces and
the theatre organ. At that time the “SAVE THE FOX”
movement was well under way, so I had some idea as to
what a movie palace was and also what a theatre organ
was. But to say the least my knowledge of either was very
limited. While living in Athens, I went into a record store
(remember those?) and while looking through the
classical records I came across a recording of Lee Erwin’s
THE SOUNDS OF SILENTS. Not too long after that I
came across Ben Hall’s book THE BEST REMAINING
SEATS. Both of those two finds would change my out
look on the movie palaces and the theatre organ. Needless
to say, I was hooked.
It wasn’t too long before I came across a book called
AMERICAN THEATRES OF TODAY. In that book were
two photographs of a theatre, in of all places, Valdosta,
Georgia. Well at that time, to me Valdosta was just an exit
way down in south Georgia off of 1-75, a place to get gas
on the way to Florida. It has taken me a while, however,
to realize, that the phenomena of the movie palace was
not just for the big city, but that in many smaller towns in
Georgia there were and still are examples of the art of the
movie palace that would delight anybody. Granted it was
on a smaller scale, but Valdosta’s citizens had their own
versions of the movie palace.
In researching the theatres of Valdosta, one is at a
disadvantage in that the newspapers from between 1917
and 1918 no longer exist or are not available on
microfilm. Newspapers are, in many cases, the primary
source of material, and in many the only source of
material. However, other sources have revealed that the
first theatre to have or at least advertise that it had an
organ, was the Alamo Theatre.
The Alamo Theatre was part of a chain of theatres
across the state. There were two in Atlanta, the Alamo 1
and the Alamo 2, Newnan, Griffin, and Valdosta.

Typical weekly program at Alamo 1918. Lowndes County Historical
Society, Valdosta, Georgia

Alamo Theatre around 1919. To the left of
the Alamo was another theatre called the
Rex Theatre. Loundes County Historical
Society Collection, Valdosta, Georgia

Alamo Theatre
building in January
2010. John Tanner
Collection

The Alamo was the leading motion picture theatre in
Valdosta. The Alamo even printed up weekly programs
and was even used as a concert hall by such groups as the
Valdosta Orchestral Society, which was composed of
local vocalist and an orchestra of fifteen musicians.
Sometime in late 1918, an organ was purchased and
installed in the Alamo. The first existing advertisement
proclaiming the organ was January 4, 1919. The
advertisement states that there would be “Special Music
on our $4,000.00 organ, by Miss Becker”. In 1919, the
sum of $4,000.00 was quite a bit of money and I am sure
that if the newspapers were available several weeks
preceding this ad, then there may have been some clues as
to the kind of organ that was installed in the Alamo. It
could have been a small pipe organ, pit organ, or a
Reproduco, the latter of which were many times touted as
being pipe organs. By 1927 the Alamo would change its
name to the Strand Theatre.
In 1926 the Palace Theatre would open with a fivepiece orchestra but no mention of an organ.
Just a few blocks north of the Strand Theater (formerly
the Alamo) up North Patterson Street a new theatre was
being built. The entire lot was devoted to this new theatre.
Almost twice the seating capacity of any other theatre in
(Continued on page 4)
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town, complete with a stage, flyhouse, dressing rooms,
orchestra pit, and a theatre pipe organ. The front of the
theatre would have rental spaces for stores on both sides
of the entrance and would have offices for rent on the
second floor.
On March 1927 The Ritz theatre would open with the
Lon Chaney’s film “Tell It To The Marines” and would
be proclaimed as the finest theatre in all of South
Georgia.

Interior of Ritz Theatre looking at the stage. Smaller hump on the
right side of the orchestra pit is probably the top of the Robert
Morton console. Ricks Photography, John Tanner Collection

Parade down North Patterson
Street consisting of Marines &
Boy Scots announcing opening
of the Ritz Theatre and the
film Tell It To The Marines.
John Tanner Collection

Same view in January 2010. John Tanner Collection

The Ritz Theatre was built by William West and Clyde
Tayor and was to be operated by the Gortatowsky
Brothers out of Albany. The architect of the Ritz was Roy
A. Benjamin. Although not as big as the Albany Theatre
which would open in September of 1927, the Ritz seemed
to possess more ornamentation per square inch. One
distinctive decorative element was the Griffons standing
on each side of the cartouche at the top of the proscenium
and also standing guard over the organ chamber grills.
“The interior of the theatre is done in polychromatic
colors, dominated by sky blue, with highlights in gold.
The scenery furnished by the Atlanta Scenic Company,
the leading house of the South, is in perfect keeping with
the decorations and designs.” The Valdosta Times March
26, 1927

The opening program began with a short overture on
the organ by Miss Thelma Berger who followed it with
the playing of the “The Star Spangled Banner.” After a
brief prayer by the pastor of the First Christian Church,
and remarks by the president of the Chamber of
Commerce, “Miss Berger then delighted the audience
with a short rendition on the organ, which gave the
instrument an opportunity to speak for itself. The New
Organ Pleases: The new organ, a fine Robert Morton
instrument, with Miss Thelma Berger at the keys,
delighted Valdosta. Miss Berger is an accomplished
musician and will be the regular organist at the Ritz
Theatre. Miss Berger has a fine musical library, valued at
several thousand dollars, which includes many scores
that are now out of print and could not be duplicated.
Miss Berger has been connected with several large
theatres and is accomplished at cuing the music to the
screen.” The Valdosta Times March 27, 1927
As promising as
the
open
night
program was, the Ritz
would close by mid
June. For some reason
the
Gortatows ky
Brothers gave up the
lease and evidentially
the cooling system in
the theatre proved to
be inadequate to keep
patrons comfortable
during
the
hot
summer months.
By
August,
however, the Ritz reopened under the
Close-up shot of the organ chamber grills. m a n a g e m e n t
of
Ricks Photography, John Tanner
General
Community
Collection
(Continued on page 5)
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Theatres Inc. of Atlanta, under the direction of Lucas and
Jenkins. Also a new cooling system designed to handle
the hot South Georgia summer was installed. Several of
the articles talk about some of the musicians for the
orchestra, but none give a clue to if Miss Berger would
continue at the organ or if the organ was used at all.
In 1940 the Ritz would come under the control of
Martin Theatres out of Columbus.
In an article for Theatre Organ in June of 1971, John
Clark McCall Jr. recounts his explorations of the Ritz, or
as he called it “Rummaging the Ritz.” “As I entered the
auditorium, being a theatre buff, I was a little saddened.
The nineteen fifties had evidently taken their toll Southern
pseudo-anti-bellum gates down the side of the house
walls, and an extravaganza of acoustical cloth over what
I hoped were the organ grilles met my eye (the Ritz had
been Martinized...JT). But I was relieved by the expanses
of plaster work and goldleaf, griffons, and a bas-relief
where a huge chandelier must have hung some years
before; a gaping ceiling hole marked the spot. I could
immediately see that the orchestra pit was no more, but
the graceful curve outline was visible between the joints
of cement to cement. Lights back-stage exposed the
curtain travellers through the small perforations in the
screen as I found my first floor dressing rooms, but no
promise of a console. Several old and draped audio horns
had given a brief illusion and there was a vintage Cable
piano pushed to one side of the back wall.
“As I mounted the second floor of dressing rooms I
spotted a small door on which was scribbled,
“CAUTION: Do Not Enter.” The padlock was merely
hanging on the latch and without the least bit of
hesitation I entered! The room on the other side was
totally in darkness. My hand explored the stuccoed wall
until I located a switch. With the aid of a ceiling light,
(found myself in the middle of a myriad of unfolded
popcorn boxes, old seats, and posters... the new tenants
where clearly pipes once stood. The decorative grilles
were intact behind the drapery and a long wooden fixture
remained where the expression shutters were once
installed. Surely, I was disappointed but at the same time
happy to know that in Valdosta, Georgia, a Morton,
Wurlitzer, or some other make organ once played in the
house.
“A call to the manager’s wife proved my assumptions
to be correct. Mrs. Allan Richardson said the RITZ did
have an organ at one time but that a former manager,
Mr. Martin (I did not ascertain whether he was of the
Martin family company which currently manages the
house), had disposed of the instrument some time back.
She did not know its whereabouts.
“Perhaps some of the members of our club could
furnish hints or pertinent history on this “case” and if
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not, start a new tracer of his own doing. He could be
pleasantly surprised as I in a historical realm or possibly
within the limits of an exciting “pipe dream” come true.”
The organ in the Ritz Theatre was a typical 2 manual 4
rank stock model Robert Morton theatre organ. The fate
of the organ is not really known after it was removed
from the theatre. Supposedly the console sat in the
showroom of the Cable Piano Company here in Atlanta,
then was purchased by a former chapter member for
installation in his home. However, that organ is now
gone.
The Ritz theatre was torn down in the late 70’s to make
way for a bank building addition.

Exterior of the Ritz Theatre in December 1970. Except for a more
modern horizontal marquee and removal of a decorative frieze on top of
building, exterior remained very much the same as when the Ritz
opened in 1927. Photography by John Clark McCall, Jr.

Site of the Ritz Theatre in January 2010 showing the
bank building addition. John Tanner Collection

It has taken a few years but a little more of the history
of this theatre is now put down on paper. Although the
Ritz Theatre is long gone, hopefully the photographs will
give an indication as to what a little version of the movie
palace could be.
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Year 2011 Officers and Board of Directors Election
During the Atlanta Chapter, ATOS Board meeting on November 14th, the following persons were selected as
nominees for the 2010 Board of Directors. Their names, along with other nominations, will be presented to the
membership during our January 16, 2011 meeting at Stephenson High School, in Stone Mountain for election:
Officers
President: Randy Hendry — Vice President: Bob McKoon — Secretary: Tim Stephens
Treasurer: Rick McGee — Newsletter Editor: Elbert Fields
Strand Project Chair: Ron Carter
Page Project Chair: Jack Sandow
Directors at Large:
Bucky Reddish — Lee Lanier — David Tuck — Svetlana Satterlee — Bob Fountain — Ken Double
According to our By-Laws effective May 2005, Article VII, Section 3, Board of Directors, Item 2, “The Board of
Directors shall submit a slate of Officers and Board members to the Chapter Members by announcement at the
Regular Chapter meeting and by publication in the Chapter newsletter immediately preceding the Annual Meeting.
Members may submit additional nominations in writing to the Secretary no later than two weeks prior to the Annual
Meeting.” Therefore, if you have a nomination you must get it to Larry Davis in writing at P.O. Box 657, Marietta, GA
30061-0657 or by email to acatos@earthlink.net by January 2, 2011.

Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars)
•

•
•

•

•

December 11th, (Saturday), 2:00 pm, (Note: Saturday not Sunday and not the usual 3:00 pm but an hour earlier at
2:00 pm.) Chapter Meeting and Entertainment — Featuring National Theatre Organ Artist, Scott Foppiano ... in concert
at the Reddish Residence at the Mighty Walker 336-RTO Digital Theatre Organ.
December 12th (Sunday), 5:30 pm, Peachtree Road UMC Many Moods Concert featuring the Atlanta Symphony’s new
Concertmaster, David Coucheron and the PRUMC Chancel and Georgia Boy Choirs with Atlanta Symphony musicians.
December 13th (Monday), 7:00 pm, 5th Annual "Larry, Carols and Mo!" at the Atlanta Fox Theatre, Larry-Douglas Embury
on the 4/42 Möller. Admission is free, but tickets are required and are available at the Fox box office, or www.ticketmaster.
org for a small service charge.
January 16th, 2011 (Sunday), 3:00 pm, Chapter Meeting and Concert — Featuring A Mini-Concert by Larry Davis ...
with an open console to follow at Stephenson High School, in Stone Mountain, on the newly rebuilt, refurbished and
reinstalled four-manual Page Console. Come and hear one of our very own members playing our long-awaited chapter theatre
pipe organ project as it draws nearer to completion!
February 20th, 2011 (Sunday), 3:00 pm, Chapter Meeting and Concert — Featuring nationally-known organist Jim Riggs
at the Reddish Residence.

Upcoming Events at The Earl Smith Strand Theatre
where the Newly- Installed GW-IV will be used.
(Please support the Strand and the use of the Theatre organ by your
attendance!)
Strand Film Events where the Organ will be used: (tickets at $8 and $7) Tickets available on-line at www.earlsmithstrand.org
or by calling the box office at 770-293-0080
• Friday November 26th 7:30 pm Sound of Music Sing-a-long with organ pre-show by Phillip Allen
• Saturday November 27th 7:30 pm the recent movie Avatar-with organ pre-show by Rick McGee
• Tuesday Decemeber 21st 2:30 pm How the Grinch Stole Christmas with organ pre-show by Ron Carter
• Tuesday December 21st 6:30 pm White Christmas with organ pre-show by Philip Allen
• January 8th With dinner reception beginning at 6 pm. The Strands Double Birthday- organ pre-show begins at 7:30 pm and
the organ will be used in the program. This is a celebration of the Strand's 2nd Birthday and the show will feature a cabaret of
live singing and dancing. Tickets are $60.00 for the meal and show.
• January 21st and 22nd 7:30 pm The Sunshine Boys (live stage production) with organ pre-show by TBA
For more information, check the Strand website at:
www.earlsmithstrand.org

