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August Meeting Saturday, August 12th 
 Organ crawl to the Chattanooga area 

       Continuing with the summer theme for pro-
grams, our August event takes us on a summer 
road trip to points north for a day full of fun with 
the King of Instruments! We’ll depart the Mari-
etta Square at 9 a.m. on Saturday, August 12 
with our sights set on the beautiful Tivoli Thea-
tre in the heart of Chattanooga. We’ll be treated 
to a concert on the 3/13 Mighty Wurlitzer by 
Knoxville organist Freddie Brabson at 11 a.m., 
with open console to follow.  Freddie has been 
entertaining audiences at the magnificent Ten-
nessee Theatre since 2010 as an Associate House 
Organist, and also serves as the Director of Mu-
sic and Liturgy for the Episcopal Church of the 

Good Samaritan in Knoxville. 
       From there, we’ll make our way around 
town for lunch and then a short drive over to 
Soddy-Daisy to check out John Alford’s setup 
and his gorgeous four-manual Wurlitzer replica 
console. The French style console was built by 
Ken Chrome and is presently connected to a 
digital package for demonstration purposes, so 
you’ll be able to enjoy not only the sights but the 
sounds. 
       Then it’s back down south of the border (the 
Tennessee border, that is) to visit with Jeff 
Harbin at Dalton First United Methodist Church. 
Their Parkey Opus 16-pipe organ was dedicated 
back in March and is currently featured on the 
cover of this month’s issue of The American Or-
ganist. Jeff is excited to host the Chapter and to 
demonstrate the vast resources of this 3/50 in-
strument to us in their beautifully renovated 
sanctuary (and we’re excited to hear Jeff on his 
“home” instrument)! 
       Finally, we’ll make a dinner stop before we 
hit the road to return home, with an estimated 
arrival time of 8:30 p.m. in Marietta. We will be 
chartering a mini bus so that folks can just sit 
back and relax. The meeting spot will be the 
Strand Theatre in Marietta, with free parking in 
the deck across the street. The cost to ride is $40 
per person (payable when you board), but you 
must reserve a seat by contacting Tim Stephens 
at 404-725-1155 or tcstephens@gmail.com – 
seats are first come, first served. 
       Summer fun awaits in Chattanooga on Sat-
urday, August 12! 
 



A Warehouse of Memories !! 
 

       Saturday, July 15th, 2017, at 4:00 pm members and guests of 
the Atlanta Chapter of the American Theatre Organ Society con-
verged on Stephenson High School and gathered in the auditorium 
for a trip down memory lane !  A good number of folks made it even 
with a different day and time.  (I think it was the food anticipa-
tion !!!!) 
       Chapter President Larry Davis welcomed all and acknowledged 
guests and members alike. 
       Chapter Vice President (or President of Vice) Tim Stephens had 
a great list of upcoming events – and there are quite a few. 
       Next, a Cliffs notes version of the Page history and its various 
homes set the tone for the meeting theme – memories of the Winn 
warehouse days… 
       Larry Davis then introduced our first artist for the afternoon : 
Mr. Jay Mitchell. 
       Jay opened with a console riser dear to all Theatre Organists, 

“That’s Entertainment” in honor of Bob Van Camp – who used this as his riser at the Fox Theatre and 
Mighty Mo for many years. 
       Next, a tribute to Walt Winn (who donated the Page organ to the chapter and shared Music Grinder and 
Fox duties with Jay) with the “Theme from the Pink Panther.”  Walt used to have great fun with this selec-
tion and the audiences loved it.  Then a tribute selection to the styling of Bob Van Camp – the featured 
warehouse performer – with “My Heart Belongs to Daddy.” 
       Larry then introduce the second artist of the day: Mr. Rick McGee. 
       First up - “Michelle” – a recreation of Bob Van Camp’s selection featured at the warehouse and on 
Bob’s recording of the Fox “Here With the Wind.”  Then, for a fixture of the warehouse (and at the Fox) – 
Ms. Bernice Slate – a selection Bob Van Camp used to play for her - “Shangri-La,” or as she called it “Shan 
Gorilla.”  A selection about a dance (for which no dance actually exists) “Begin the Beguine” as oft heard at 
the Fox and the warehouse. 
       Jack Sandow – the Page’s dad and mom – then offered memories of warehouse days and the great mu-
sical times we had at 771 Miami Circle, and then at two later locations as the warehouse moved.  Many 
great memories there !! 
       Larry returned to introduce our third artist of the day: Mr. Ken Double. 
       Ken led off with “Chicago” (hometown for the Page at WHT radio) and then a selection “It had to Be 
You” to show another side of the Page’s personality.  “You’re Nobody ‘till Somebody Loves You” brought 
back the sounds of Dean Martin and then a couple of selections showing the “Hammond-Ness” of the Page. 
       All three artists and tribute persons have common ties: 
Warehouse: Jay Mitchell / Rick McGee / Bernice Slate / Walt Winn / Bob Van Camp 
Music Grinder Pizza Emporium (Marietta, GA): Jay Mitchell / Walt Winn / Rick McGee / Bernice Slate 
Atlanta Fox Theatre” Ken Double / Jay Mitchell / Walt Winn / Rick McGee / Bob Van Camp / Bernice 
Slate 
Makes a striking family tree  !!!! 
       Our favorite pit master, Mr. Lee Lanier out-did himself with the BBQ and fixins’ that were awaiting 
the foraging crowd in the Commons.  Full tummies were testament to the great meal and the most capable 
chef !! 
Open Console  followed – starting with Mr. John McCall.  Others followed and took advantage of the treas-
ure our chapter has with the Page !! 
       Offered by Biz E. Body, a completely unbiased ear!  Remember, the walls / stage / chambers and the 
crew have ears!! 
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President’s  
Message… 
          
               O n e  
S a t u r d a y 
morning a 
dozen years 

ago, when the organ we call the 
Grande Page was not quite so 
grand,  when it was still a 2m/7r 
(kind of) organ with only a dream 
of it becoming what it is today,  I 
was sitting there playing.. I was 
hand registering, dealing with the 
slow relay – and having a 
wonderful time. It occurred to me 
that there are chapters in this 
country that would be grateful to 
have a theatre organ of any kind 
playing – those who have limited 
access or no access to one – and 
here we have this marvelous 
organ, accessible, fun to play. I 
often told Bucky – and he was 
never offended – that as wonderful 
as the Walker was, I would rather 
sit over at that old console and 
play what there was of the Page. 
Bucky would just smile and say, 
“There’s nothing like a pipe organ. 
This is just a substitute for the real 
thing!”  He understood.  
       I’ve told this story in the past 
and reminded all of you of what 
we have today: the truly Grande 
Page pipe organ, but still just as 
accessible, only more fun to play 
and if you don’t think so, ask Ken 
Double, who has played every 
great organ there is to play.  
       And we have the organ at the 
Strand, the GW4, on a lift, double 
audio, a huge presence in the 
room, played before so many 

shows, appreciated by both the 
theatre staff and the audiences, and 
owned by our chapter!  We are 
able to have chapter programs, 
public presentations, special 
events, and our chapter organists 
have a chance – as I have had – to 
develop our skills playing 
regularly for a non-theatre organ 
audience.  Also in Marietta, we 
have the Allen LLQ324 at the 
Marietta High School, and we’re 
working with the school and 
community so that can be used 
more.  
       What else do we have?  We 
have our wonderful chapter 
members: Ted Barnett, Bob and 
Elsie McKoon, David and Lori 
Burud,  Gary Mull, Rick McGee, 
of course Ron and Donna Carter – 
who have I left out? – all of whom 
welcome us into their homes to 
play fine instruments featuring 
both local and national artists. And 
with Ted and soon to be others, 
some enjoy opening their homes 
for informal social events. Ted is a 
particular advocate of this kind of 
event and now that I-85 is 
reopened, we can gather again 
around his legendary Walker.  
       And then there is the Fox, 
which we are able to access 
occasionally or hear just about 
anytime we want to buy a ticket.  
       So what am I saying?  Just 
this: we are a chapter with a 
wealth of resources available to us 
at this particular time in our 
history. We need to recognize how 
musically wealthy we are because 
it hasn’t always been that way, as 
you can learn if you talk to some 

of our long-time members. This is 
truly a golden age for the Atlanta 
Chapter. 
       So where do we go from here?  
Well, you’re helping us with that. 
We had around 50 responses – 
which is a startlingly high 
number – of responses to our 
member survey. Some of the 
responses were a little surprising 
yet welcome. We’ve got some 
preliminary numbers and soon 
we’ll have a report to you that we 
will mail to you just as we did the 
original questionnaire. You’ll 
begin to see the things that you 
recommended appearing in our 
programming.  
       Speaking of Ted Barnett, he 
has emerged as an important and 
invaluable new member of our 
board. He has enthusiasm, good 
ideas, perceives issues that others 
sometimes don’t see, is not a yes 
man (there’s not any of those 
anyway) and welcomes people to 
his home. As secretary, he has 
reorganized and streamlined the 
process of  recording and 
distributing board meeting 
minutes, and has compiled the 
results of the recent survey. My 
thanks to Ted for all the 
contributions he has made and is 
making for our success.  
       Stay in touch.  
        

       Larry D 

Page 3 
Aug 2017 
 2014  Page 3 Aug 2017 



Page 4 Aug 2017 

Atlanta Chapter, ATOS - Membership Application 
 

Name _______________________________________________________ Phone ______________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________  
 
City __________________________  State/ZIP __________  Email__________________________________  
 
Do you own an organ? _______  If so, description __________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Category (check one):     ____ Patron ($300 and up)     ____ Sponsor ($200 - $299)       
 

____ Contributor ($100 - $199)   ____ Donor ($36 - $99)     ____ Basic ($35)      ____ Student ($17.50)  
 

Send Newsletter via email:     ____ Yes ____ No  
 

Please make check payable to Atlanta Chapter, ATOS   
Mail to:  Atlanta Chapter, ATOS, Attn: Treasurer,  P.O. Box 426,  Marietta, GA 30061-0426 

Walt Strony Weekend! 
       One of America’s premier concert organ-
ists, Walt Strony, makes his way to the Grande 
Page organ for a weekend of events in Septem-
ber. Learn the tricks of the trade from the master 
himself at Walt’s workshop – “Everything You 
Wanted to Know About Playing the Theatre Or-
gan But Were Afraid to Ask” – on Saturday, 

September 23 from 2 – 5 pm at Stephenson 
High School. Seats are limited for this very spe-
cial opportunity to join Walt at the console of 
the magnificent 4/22 Page theatre pipe organ. 
Whether you want to become a better player or 
simply a better listener, this one-on-one session 
will offer a truly unique experience. Registra-
tion is only $30 per person. 
       Then on Sunday, September 24 at 3 pm, the 
incomparable Walt Strony will be featured in 
concert on the Grande Page organ of Stephen-
son High School. Walt is the only liv-
ing organist to have been twice voted Organist 
of the Year by the American Theatre Organ So-
ciety – in 1991 and 1993 – and in 2011 he was 
inducted into the ATOS Hall of Fame. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $10 for students. 
       To register for the workshop or to purchase 
concert tickets online, head over to our website 
at www.atosatlanta.org for more information. 
 


