
 

  

Please renew your ATOS Chapter membership if you haven't done so.  
 

  Level Base Cap 

Student    $17.50  

Basic    $35.00  

Donor    $36.00    $99.00 

Contributor  $100.00  $199.00 

Sponsor  $200.00  $299.00 

Patron  $300.00   And up 
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Mark Your Calendar Now! 
 

GARY JONES  
HOUSE ORGANIST AT THE ALABAMA THEATRE  

PLAYS THE AUGUST PROGRAM ON BIG BERTHA!!  
AUGUST 22ND IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 2PM CST!! 
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ATOS Atlanta 

A Letter from your President 

While everyone might not be aware of ALL of what happened the 
weekend of July 24th and 25th, it was a very fruitful two days 
indeed. 
 
On Saturday, July 24th, a crew of seven found themselves engaged 
at Stephenson High School, working on our Grande Page pipe 
organ.  John Tanner is completing major work in the Solo chamber, 
as ranks get either added, moved and winded. With help from Larry 
Davis and J. Hodges, the task of getting the rebuilt Vibraphone up 
the winding staircase got completed, without back strain or other 
injury evident! 
 
Rick McGee, David Yackman and Randy Hendry were busy at the 
console sorting, wiring and getting the organ to the point where we 
could turn the blower back on and play it for the first time in 
almost a year. And she was in remarkably fine condition despite 
not speaking for a very long while. 
 
And at Peachtree and Ponce, a Sunday afternoon crowd enjoyed 
Mighty Mo prior to a screening of The Wizard of Oz as the Fox 
Theatre reopened to audiences. After finishing at the Fox about 
2:00 pm, I hightailed it up to Marietta and the Strand where Jay 
Mitchell played a wonderful chapter meeting in front of a big 
crowd of members and guests. More on that later in the 
newsletter! 
 
Finally, on August 22nd, we will head west to Birmingham to hear 
organist Gary Jones play Big Bertha at the Alabama Theatre. This is 
a real treat. A huge Wurlitzer in tip-top condition; a visit with our 
“sister chapter” next door; and a chance to hear and play that 
fabulous pipe organ. 
 
We need suggestions!! It would be silly for a bunch of us to drive 
over separately when we could car pool; save gas; enjoy the 
company of our fellow ACATOS members; and drive back. So, we 
need suggestions on a car-pool parking/meeting location on 
Atlanta’s west side. It’s best if we have a convenient location where 
we can safely park, and head west. And you do NOT want to miss 
hearing Gary at Big Bertha. It is well worth the trip! 
 
Send your ideas to me: kdatos52@yahoo.com and let’s figure out 
the most convenient place to gather and car pool for August 22nd at 
the Alabama Theatre. See you then. 

 

Atlanta Chapter, 
American Theatre Organ Society 

P.O. Box 426 
Marietta, Georgia 30061-0426 

404-790-5400 
www.atosatlanta.org 

www.facebook.com/ATOSAtlanta 
 
ACATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt 

organization under Section 501.c.3  
of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 
 Chapter President - Ken Double 
 Vice President - Ron Carter 
 Treasurer - Paul Beavin 
 Secretary -  Larry Davis 
 Newsletter Editor - Debbie Chambless 
 Chapter Correspondent - Larry Davis 
 Membership Director - Janis Beavin 
 Board members:  
           John Tanner 
   Eddie Hulsey, Jr. 
   Larry Davis 
   Randy Hendry 
   Lee Lanier 
   Rick McGee 
   David Yackman 
 Strand Project – Ron Carter 
 Page Project – Jack Sandow 

mailto:kdatos52@yahoo.com
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3 ATOS Atlanta 

GARY JONES HOUSE ORGANIST  
AT THE ALABAMA THEATRE  

PLAYS THE AUGUST PROGRAM ON BIG BERTHA!!  
AUGUST 22ND IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 2PM CST!! 

 
This is a joint program for both the Atlanta and the Alabama ATOS Chapters in a stunning 
1920s movie palace with its original Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organ! Invite friends, family and 
neighbors for a Sunday afternoon of great pops music in a real movie palace! Parking is free 
around the theatre, the concert is Free and the hospitality of Alabama ATOS members is in 
the truest southern tradition. Elsewhere in the newsletter there will be information for mem-
bers who want to carpool and directions to the Theatre. It is not a bad drive. Just remember 
that the concert starts at 2:00pm CST which in Georgia is 3:00pm!!!  
 
Hope to see you there for a great summer road trip!! 
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3 ATOS Atlanta 

 

Upcoming shows at the Strand!! 
 
Ron Carter is busily scheduling Strand organists to play pre-shows for all seven (7) live produc-
tions of “Motown- a Jukebox Review”. This is a production by the Strand and features a cast 
of 13 singers and dancers and a live pit band. High energy and very entertaining. Tickets are 
now on sale at the Strand Box Office by calling 770-293-0080 shows are August 13-15 and  
August 20-22 
 
The first silent film at the Strand in 18 months “SPARROWS” accompanied live on the Strand's 
Mighty Allen Theatre Organ by House Organist Ron Carter, Sunday afternoon August 29th 
with an organ pops pre-show at 2:30. This wonderful film starring Mary Pickford will have you 
crying at one moment and cheering at the next! “Sparrows” tells the tale of a group of young 
orphans led by the oldest girl (Mary Pickford) living in a "baby farm" in the middle of a dan-
gerous swamp. The orphans struggle against the cruel caretaker Mr. Grimes. The children 
have faith that they will be rescued by God, but they are forced to make a harrowing escape 
across a swamp filled with quicksand and alligators. The special effects in this pristine print 
are unbelievable for the silent era. The film was a critical success as well as hugely successful 
at the box office. Tickets are only $10 in advance or $12 on the day of the film and may be 
purchased by calling 770-293-0080. 
 
Upcoming films at the Strand with organ pop's pre-shows: 
 
“GHOST” - September 10th at 7:30pm - Organist TBA 
 
“PRINCESS BRIDE” - September 11 at 2:30pm - Organist Misha Stefanuk  
               7:30pm - Organist Eddie Hulsey 
 
“YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN” - October 8 at 7:30pm - Organist Eddie Hulsey 
 
“ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW” - October 29 at 11:30pm –Organist Misha Stefanuk 
 
“PHANTOM OF THE OPERA” - October 31 at 2:30pm - Organist TBA  
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It is always a pleasure to hear Jay Mitchell at the theatre 
organ! And again, he did not disappoint chapter mem-
bers and many visitors for his July program at the Mari-
etta Strand Theatre. It had been a long time since Jay had 
played at the Strand because of the virus and he wanted 
to get in a lot of practice time. Well, he did, and it 
showed!!  
 
It didn't take long for the audience to warm up to Jay’s 
very orchestral playing and his complicated arrange-

ments! For his console riser he opened with This Can't Be Love, Cause' I Feel so Well. Then 
several selections from the 60’s beginning with Charade, The Days of Wine and Roses, and 
the Man From LaMancha. It being Sunday afternoon Jay wanted to something sacred and 
that he did with a beautiful rendition of Panis Angelicus (O Lord Most Holy). His Show Boat 
medley was an audience favorite and recognizing the summer time he played Lazy Crazy 
Days of Summer, Up A Lazy River, Cruising Down the River and a Cobb County favorite (we 
are home to the Atlanta Braves!),Take Me Out to the Ball Game. Finishing up with three 
standards with Rock-n-Roll Waltz, Kansas City Here I Come and Night Train. The audience 
was on its feet demanding more and Jay played a very poignant Midnight Sun as his encore 
with a haunting registration. 
 
Thank you to Jay and to the Marietta Strand who always offers the utmost in hospitality. I 
might add that we had 78 in attendance with over half first timers to the Strand and an 
ATOS program and we had two who said they were going to join the Chapter. This just em-
phasizes the importance of good marketing which the Strand did very well through their 
email system.  
 
Ron Carter 

 
JAY MITCHELL AT THE  

EARL AND RACHEL SMITH STRAND THEATRE 
 

ATOS Atlanta 
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CAR POOL INFORMATION FOR AUGUST CHAPTER MEETING 

 
 

There are a couple of options for car pools to the Alabama Theatre. 
 
1. Head west on I-20...the second Villa Rica exit, which is Exit 24...and if one exits to the 

right....about 200 yards....directly in front of the McDonald's restaurant, there is a Park 'n Ride 
ride share parking lot. It's large. Easily accessed. But more importantly, and the judge knows 
this well, it is well patrolled regularly by the area police. Eddie can even put his contacts there 
on "alert" for that day for us. 

 
2. You can park at Emory Midtown Hospital for the whole day for $6. On a Sunday, there won't  
 be any doctor's offices open, so they will have plenty of room. Whoever is driving can wait by 
 the entrance for everyone else. That will work for anyone riding with you as well as a parking  
 location. This would be for people who are downtown or east and who don't want to drive to  
 Villa Rica or near I-20. 
 
The address of the Alabama Theatre is: 
 1817 3rd Avenue N 
 Birmingham, AL 35203 
 
If you plan to car pool, you will want to leave the gathering location no later than 12:00pm (EST). 
 

ATOS Atlanta 
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Ron Carter 
Chapter Programs for the Remainder of 2021 

 
I have been busily scheduling programs and artists for the remainder of 2021 so that our 
members can get these dates and locations on their calendar. My appreciation to all those 
that continue to host the Atlanta Chapter!!! 
 
• August 22nd 2:00 pm (CST) — Gary Jones at the Alabama Theatre in Birmingham, AL. This 

will be a joint meeting with the Alabama Chapter. Carpool leaving from a designated point 
on page 6 of the newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• September 19th 3:00 pm—David Marsh at the Page in Stephenson High School. 
 
• October 2nd 8:00 pm Ken Double on the Mighty Allen GW4 at the Heard Auditorium in 

the RiverCenter Performing Arts Center, Columbus Ga. All chapter members can attend 
FREE!!! 

 
• November 21st 3:00 pm—John McCall and Larry Davis and their dynamic organ and piano 

duo at the Bob McKoon Residence on the Mighty 317 Allen and beautiful player piano. 
Who knows Bob Mckoon might do a cameo!! 

 
• December 12th 3:00pm— Chapter Christmas party at the Carter Performing Arts Center 

with Ron Carter, Larry Davis and special musical guests! Donna Carter will have a delec-
table display of Christmas Goodies!!  

 
 

ATOS Atlanta 


