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COMING SOON FROM A FABULOUS THEATRE NEAR YOU!
Even Nostradamus couldn’t predict when we all might again be enjoying our company together at a
theatre, but one of our favorite theatres is going to bring itself to you.
In late August – the specific details still to be determined at press time for this newsletter – the
Atlanta Fox, with sponsorship support from the Atlanta Chapter of ATOS, will present a concert on
Mighty Mo for us to enjoy in our living rooms. It will be streamed on line from the great theatre, and
featuring the “stand-in” console that is currently in place while “Mo” gets its makeover.

Like all theatres, the Fox has been “dark” for months. But
Allan Vella, the president of the Fox Theatre, and Jamie
Vosmeier, V.P of Sponsorships and Marketing, liked the idea
of an online concert featuring the great Moller pipe organ.
The specific date of the program will be announced soon,
distributed to chapter members via Facebook and email, and
with the wonders of technology, one can enjoy this via the
Fox website over and over again. And with the Fox enjoying
more than 220,000 followers on Facebook, there is an opportunity for a huge audience.
So, with the date and time still to be announced, nonetheless our beloved Mighty Mo will be
featured in a full one-hour concert streamed from the Atlanta Fox Theatre later in August.
Stay tuned for details!

Please renew your ATOS Chapter membership if you haven't done so.
Level

Base

Cap

Student

$17.50

Basic

$35.00

Donor

$36.00

$99.00

Contributor

$100.00

$199.00

Sponsor

$200.00

$299.00

Patron

$300.00

And up

ATOS Atlanta

A Letter from your President
PART TWO OF OUR
“PEEK” INTO THE CRYSTAL BALL
By Ken Double
The last President’s Message in the July newsletter began a twopart message about the future of our chapter. And the message
ended with a “teaser” about two chapters with an interesting
tale to tell.

Allow me to present two amazing stories of two different
chapters who have enjoyed amazing financial benefits. One I can
identify because it’s no secret. The other will remain simply,
“That other chapter.”
The Dickinson Theatre Organ Society has presented a spectacular
series of concerts for more than 50 years. A few years ago, the
Wilmington, DE organization with the great Kimball organ was
the beneficiary of an estate gift of $500,000. One-half of a
million dollars! With one stroke of the pen. A member of some
wealth felt that strongly about supporting the group that he
almost guaranteed DTOS’ long term future with his tremendous
financial gift.
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Meanwhile, “that other chapter” benefitted from estate gifts, as
well. In this instance, one individual passed away and left this
chapter $250,000. A little more than a year later, another
member did the same. And can you imagine that not too long
thereafter, “that other chapter” received a third such gift. Within
three years, $750,000 in estate gifts were left to this chapter,
which has done a lot of really good things with those dollars.
Note, most of these gifts came with certain restrictions, and thus
the chapter has had to follow guidelines on spending these
dollars. But talk about a windfall! And talk about a secure
financial future!
I am not here to suggest the Atlanta Chapter needs hundreds of
thousands of dollars. But I am here to suggest that in addition to
our passionate love of the organ, we need to think in terms of
the practical side of what it takes to help the theatre organ
survive much less thrive. That is “Presentation” – the organs
must be heard if we are to generate interest. And we must be
patient – in hopes of generating an audience and new members,
which simply does not happen overnight. Finally, there must be
the necessary dollars it takes to help make these organs heard.
(continued on next page)
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(Continued)

We have certainly enjoyed some wonderful and generous financial support from some of
our members. Most recently, the late Wanda Cary Fields was thoughtful enough to leave
our Atlanta Chapter a total of $17,000 in her estate plan. Those dollars are being directed
toward staging concerts by the young artists who are the budding stars of the future. This
not only keeps Wanda prominently in our minds and hearts, but also pays tribute to Bucky
Reddish, who always provided our young talent a platform for a concert.
My message to you is quite simple. None of us are getting younger. Some of us are enjoying
our older years having achieved a level of success which provides a degree of comfort. Every
one of us, I hope, has completed an estate plan with a will, managing how our assets are to
be distributed.
Might our Atlanta Chapter of ATOS become a part of your estate plan?
I realize there are some who are in a better position than others. Thus, as I write to all of
you, I know this message might be impractical for some. But I hope that some of you might
start thinking about what ACATOS will look like in 2030.

Even a small gift in an estate plan can help fund several concerts in the future.
Or help provide the dollars necessary for a major repair on an instrument.
Or help marry our chapter in a promotional partnership that could stage a concert at the
Fox, or at the Page, or at the Plaza or Strand.
Imagine what a large gift might provide. And good heavens, contemplate what our future
would be should we land three or more gifts in the six- figure range.

Today, the Atlanta Chapter enjoys membership of nearly 100 people. They range in age
from folks in their 80’s to folks in their 30’s. There is reason to believe there is good leadership in the pipeline so that 2030 will find the chapter with strong people supporting it.
In 2030, I firmly believe the Fox Theatre will still be presenting Mighty Mo. The leadership
there didn’t spend some serious dollars on a renovated console just to park the organ in
moth balls! Thus, people in Atlanta will most certainly hear a great theatre pipe organ presented well.
And it is hard to imagine that the Strand Theatre and the Plaza Theatre will suddenly dismiss
their interest in something that is unique and beneficial to the overall presentation of shows
in those theatres. And our Grande Page Theatre Organ will still sound great in the auditorium at Stephenson High School.
The question will rest with this: Will the Atlanta Chapter be in a position to help make all
this happen? Financial support of the chapter combined with strong leadership will allow
ACATOS to continue presenting the music of the theatre organ. Note, it costs more than
$3400 to stage a concert on the Grande Page. And I firmly believe our subsidizing our concerts to reach a “break-even” mark financially is a good thing.
(continued on next page)
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(Continued)
It is our membership that is at the heart and soul of the love of the theatre organ. Dare I
suggest that it might be the responsibility of our membership to pave the way for a strong
environment for the theatre organ in 2030 and beyond?
I ask those of you who can to please think seriously about supporting the Atlanta Chapter by
creating a gift in your estate plan that would provide for the presentation of the theatre organ in the future. We can plan presentations. We can exhibit the patience to hopefully see
interest catch hold and grow. But we cannot do it without the financial foundation it takes
to keep instruments playing, and to promote the music we love.
Please note, I have enjoyed serious and successful discussions with many in ATOS over the
years on this sensitive subject, and would be happy to discuss this with any of you at any
time.
A dear friend in Lafayette, IN left 11.4% of his estate to our Long Center Theatre Organ Society there. That percentage generated more than $150,000 for LCTOS, some of it distributed
following the sale of real estate holdings. These things can be done with all manner of gifts,
not simply a designation of cash. As you can tell by this missive, I feel very strongly about
this important factor in our future. A guarantee of the financial health of the chapter - it’s
an intriguing subject.
It happened for DTOS in Wilmington. Even more so for “that other chapter.” And in Lafayette, too. And it could happen for the benefit of our chapter, but only if the concept is presented for discussion, and the seeds of that discussion take hold.

While things are quiet due to COVID-19 and more, it seemed this was a good time to stir the
thought process in this direction. I hope perhaps this has a few of you thinking. It is our responsibility today, to think about Atlanta and the theatre organ in the future.
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Palmetto First United Methodist Church Has News to Share!
ATOS member John McCall, became organist/pianist at First United Methodist in Palmetto
GA over two years ago, joining Crystal Reid of the music staff. Shortly afterwards a new pastor, Ron Capes was appointed. Capes was able to find a newer Allen digital organ for the
church at no cost, but having experienced several programs presented by our chapter and
actually knowing some of our members, the idea of a theatre organ for sacred, gospel and
popular music became an important addition on the prayer list. This beautiful historic
church, founded in 1872—is just a short drive from the Atlanta Airport, at exit 56 on I-85,
12 miles from Newnan.

A watercolor print by John McCall of the sanctuary--new home to an
Allen George Wright 4-manual theatre organ.

With the support of the pastor and members of the congregation McCall constantly scouted
sites where theatre organs were advertised; he regularly approached sellers about the idea
of donating suitable instruments. In the process, several Atlanta Chapter members were
aware of the quest. In June, 2020 President Ken Double approached Dr. Marie JureitBeamish and her husband Bill Beamish about donating their George Wright Renaissance 4manual theatre organ. The Beamishes have decided to move to a smaller and more manageable home in Stuart, Florida. There is room for Dr. Beamish’s two grand pianos (she is an exquisitely talented pianist), but not for a 16-speaker Allen on a dolly—an instrument that has
been featured in concert by many notable artists including our own Ken Double and Clark
Wilson.
This Allen…well members know the spectacular and authentic music made by GW-4’s and
similar models like our LLQ Lyn Larsen Allen at the Plaza Theatre. As the photograph of the
console attests, this particular instrument is fitted with the Fox Special Package which was
offered by the Allen Company as an upgrade. The applied composition ornaments trimmed
in 24-karat gold closely resemble consoles at the San Francisco Fox Wurlitzer and those at
St. Louis, Brooklyn and Detroit.
(continued on next page)
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(Continued)

A young George Wright at the console of the San Francisco Fox Wurlitzer.
Note the console decoration…you will be seeing it again soon…at a church near you!

The Allen George Wright GW-4 Theatre Organ in its original home in Stuart, FL.

McCall immediately sent information to the Beamish family regarding the church and its
quest for an organ that could be used not only for sacred services but for public concerts and
programs partnered with our chapter. Dr. Jureit, who is Professor Emerita of Music at Principia College in Elsah, IL took the proposal into consideration and within twenty-four hours,
the organ was offered as a donation to the church. In addition, one of our generous chapter
members gave a sizeable donation to cover the expenses of dismantling, transporting and reinstalling the instrument in the church’s sanctuary, a space blessed with superb acoustics.
The instrument comes with a dolly allowing the console to be moved from its normal location
on the right side of the sanctuary, to front-and-center for concerts, and hopefully, silent film
and other media presentations.
(continued on next page)
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(continued)
Pastor Capes, or Preacher Ron, as he prefers, has given full support to the idea of a versatile
instrument which will be available to the chapter for programs, teaching, and of course, its
main mission: sacred music. The Allen is to be moved in August and a dedicatory program
will be offered in the coming year when, hopefully, the threats of the current COVID-19 are
behind us. Now with one of three other GW-4’s in the Atlanta Metropolitan Area (the
Strand and Carter residence in Marietta, and the home of David and Lori Burud, Sharpsburg, GA), the Atlanta Chapter now has another accessible, conveniently located venue for
programming. The church also enjoys ample parking and is less than two miles, at 508
Church Street, from the interstate.
Ken and John will be performing a final concert for the Beamishes in early August. The organ will be disassembled and packed under their supervision on the day following. Consult
the newsletter for up-dates on this significant addition to theatre organ venues for our
chapter and guests.
Moving even a large digital organ is a major expense. If you wish to contribute to the
church’s organ fund, send your tax-deductible donation to:
Palmetto First United Church Organ Fund
c/o John McCall
511 Carlton, Blvd.
Palmetto, GA 30268
A receipt for your records will be mailed to you on the church’s letterhead.
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ATLANTA'S THEATRE ORGANIST
By John Tanner
CLIFF CAMERON

The name Cliff Cameron, probably is not a name that many people today associate with the
theatre organ in Atlanta. However, during the 1940's, Cliff Cameron was a popular organist
and entertainer here in Atlanta.
Mr. Cameron's musical training started very early and he was soon playing the organ for his
local church, played piano for a dance school and also played the piano for a local dance
band. He also played the organ for a funeral chapel. Playing in these varied sorts of venues
would certainly require skills at playing a wide variety of music, and would be a great asset
for anyone playing the theatre organ.
In the late 1930’s after studying at various schools of music, he went to Chicago and studied
organ with the talented NBC radio organist, Irma Glen.
After completing his studies with Irma Glen, Mr. Cameron came to
Atlanta in late 1940 and took the position as musical director of
radio station WATL (this is not a fore runner of the current WATL
television). As musical director of a small radio station, not only do
you decide what music is going on the air, you have to play a good
deal of it also. WATL had a Hammond organ with a piano to the
side so you could play the organ with the left hand, the piano with
the right, or swing around on the bench and play either one with
both hands.
Mr. Cameron’s first major appearance before Atlanta audiences,
was in March of 1941 when he played a series of programs on the
Hammond organ at the Atlanta Home Show. This show was sponsored by the Atlanta Journal and was presented at the Municipal
Auditorium. Organist Jesse Crawford had played these programs
for the previous two years.
In December of 1941, Mr. Cameron was engaged by the Fox
Theatre to play Christmas carols on the Moller organ, between
the film showings. Throughout the 40's, Mr. Cameron would
play the Moller as part of the New Year's Eve celebrations that
were held at the Fox.
Mr. Cameron left WATL in 1949 to go to New York, where he
would play the organ at the Rivoli Theatre, and then become
one of the organists for the early NBC television soap operas,
as well as an occasional organist at Radio City Music Hall.

As well as playing the organ for theatre and television, Mr.
Cameron was also the organist for forty years at the First
Church of Christ in Forest Hills, New York.
Cliff Cameron passed away on September 16, 1998.
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