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Our Newest “Baby” Premiers August 17 at 3 pm 

The Allen LL-324Q-SP at Marietta High School with Dolton McAlpin 

        The Atlanta Chapter is in for a 
special treat during a very busy August 
as our newest organ will be featured at 
our regular meeting Sunday, August 
17th at 3:00 pm. 
         The Allen LL-324Q-SP digital 
theatre organ, designed by the great 
Lyn Larsen, will make its debut in its 
new home with one of our favorites, 
Atlanta Chapter member Dolton 
McAlpin at the console.    The 
instrument has found its new home at 
the Marietta Performing Arts Center 
(at Marietta High School) very much 
to its liking, as the organ sounds 
wonderful in this new 750-seat facility. 
         Dolton's most listenable style will 
be a great match for this wonderful 
organ, and this will be a meeting you 
won't want to miss. 
         Our thanks again to Mr. Harold 
Clementz of Panama City, Panama for 
his generous donation of this great 
instrument; to Jeff Ayers at Allen 
Organ Studios for his support and 
generosity; to officials at Marietta 
High School who generated thousands 

of dollars to help with the costs 
associated with the installation; and all 
those interested in seeing yet another 
theatre organ playing in greater-
Atlanta. 
         So add August 17th to your 
calendar (already busy with August 9th 
in Charlotte and August 23rd in 
Chattanooga!!) to hear Dolton 
McAlpin at the new Allen LL-324Q-
SP in its new home in Marietta! 

         "About the artist… Dolton 
McAlpin is a native of Jackson, 
Mississippi, and has resided in 
Starkville, Mississippi, for the last 
forty years. Dolton's interest in the 
pipe organ dates from early childhood 
when he would climb into the choir 
loft every Sunday at First Baptist 
Church in Jackson to watch the 
organist play the postlude on the large 
E. M. Skinner pipe organ. 
         When Dolton was a student at 
Louisiana State University in Baton 
Rouge in the 1960's he discovered a 
recently-restored Robert Morton 
theater pipe organ in the Paramount 
Theater there, and beginning in 1966 
he played the Paramount's Robert 
Mo r t o n  o r gan  r e gu l a r l y  f o r 
intermission performances. During his 
years as house organist for the 
Paramount Theater he recorded two 
record albums on the Paramount 
Robert Morton: "Thoroughly Modern 
Morton" and "Hey Look!" 
  Though Dolton's day job is prac-

ticing law, he has traveled widely, 
performing in Atlanta, Georgia at the 
Fox Theatre, the Excelsior Mill, and 
the Walt Winn Warehouse; the Carter 
residence in Marietta and at the 
Polglase Residence in Augusta; in 
Birmingham at the Alabama Theatre; 
in Memphis at the Orpheum Theatre; 
in Beaumont, Texas at the Jefferson 
Theatre; in his home state at the 
Temple Theatre in Meridian, the Jeff 
B. Seale Studio in Laurel, and the 
Garner residence in Jackson; and at 
Saenger Theatres in New Orleans, 
Mobile, Pensacola, and Hattiesburg. 
Dolton's wife Martha is an R.N., and 
they are the parents of two children, 
Emily, who is a Speech/Language 
Technician, and Greg, who is an 
engineer for Toyota. Martha and 
Dolton are heavily involved with 
church activities at the Episcopal 
Church of the Resurrection in 
Starkville, where Dolton sings in the 
choir and substitutes as organist. 

         As part of the 59th Annual ATOS 
Convent ion recen t ly  he ld  in 
Indianapolis, the Indiana Roof 
Ballroom, an original feature of the 
beautiful 1927 Indiana Theatre, played 
host to the ATOS Awards Banquet.  
Not one, not two, but three members of 
the Atlanta Chapter were recognized 

for their efforts in promoting and 
preserving the theatre organ by Jack 
Moelmann and the ATOS Awards 
Committee. 
         After serving on the National 
ATOS Board of Directors for six years, 
Bucky Reddish was honored for his 
many contributions by Chairman Bob 

Dilworth.  Among other projects, 
Bucky is most recognized for serving 
as Editor of the E-Tone Newsletter and 
Chairman of the Endowment Fund 
Board of Trustees.  Most Atlanta 
Chapter members are well aware of 
Bucky’s love of the theatre organ, but 
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Atlanta Chapter Members Sweep Awards Banquet 
 

By Tim Stephens 



President's Message…  
         Word has surely 
leaked by now that the 
59th Annual ATOS 
Convention hosted by 
the Central Indiana 

Chapter was a huge success.  The 
artists were in top-form and so 
were the instruments.  From the 
dueling organs at  Warren 
Performing Arts Center with Mark 
Herman and David Gray to the 
four-hand calliope performance on 
the Belle of Cincinnati by Simon 
Gledhill and Richard Hills, 
attendees from across the region 
and throughout the world enjoyed 
a week of good food, great 
entertainment, and genuine fun.  
To top it off, as noted in this 
newsletter, three Atlanta Chapter 
members were honored at the 
Annual Awards Banquet – Lee 
Lanier, Bucky Reddish, and John 
Tanner.  None of these folks do it 
for the recognition – they simply 
do it for the love, but it is nice 
when they’re recognized by the 
National organization for their 
extensive efforts.  We certainly 
have much to be proud of! 
        After weeks of planning and 
promotion, the silent film 
presentation of The General at 
Chattanooga’s Tivoli Theatre is 
just around the corner.  Full details 
can be found elsewhere in this 
edition, and I hope you will make 
it a point to join us on August 23rd 
as Ken Double accompanies this 

Buster  Keaton  class ic  in 
celebration of the Wurlitzer’s 90th 
Anniversary.  With the first silent 
film at the Theatre in decades, 
we’re hoping to not only gain 
exposure for silent cinema and the 
instrument, but we also hope that 
fundraising efforts will provide for 
the ongoing maintenance and 
operation of the Mighty Wurlitzer 
organ in its original home.  Our 
wish is that this is just the 
beginning of a series of silent films 
and other presentations centered 
around the historic instrument. 
        She finally made it!  The 
Allen LL-324Q-SP theatre organ is 
now at home in the Marietta 
Performing Arts Center!  Our 
thanks to Jeff Ayers, Alan 
Buchanan, and the staff at Allen 
Organ Studios of Atlanta as well as 
to Ron Carter, Rick McGee, and 
Ken Double for the hard work in 
getting everything in place.  The 
preliminary word is that it’s 
sounding great and will only get 
better as voicing and other post-
installation work is completed in 
the upcoming weeks and months.  
We’re excited that Dolton 
McAlpin is able to join us and 
provide a “sneak peek” at our 
newest instrument with this 
month’s program.  I look forward 
to seeing you on both the 17th and 
the 23rd! 
         

Tim Stephens 

Ads or announcements for this newsletter:  

Contact Elbert Fields at 770-435-7340 or 
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his efforts through the National 
organization were far-reaching. 
Jack Moelmann and the Awards 
Committee bestowed John Tanner with an 
Award of Special Merit for both his 
professional service and his volunteer 
efforts in restoring and rebuilding theatre 
organs in the Southeast – most notably the 
3/11 Möller of the Rylander Theatre in 
Americus, the 3/18 Barton of the Grand 
Theatre in Fitzgerald, and the 4/16 Page at 
Stephenson High School in Stone 
Mountain.  John was also recognized for 
his many years of prolific research into 
movie theaters and their organs across the 
region and his associated publication of a 
series of historical articles on the subject. 
         Bob Evans, ATOS Secretary and 
President of the Eastern Massachusetts 
Chapter of ATOS, presented Lee Lanier 
with an Award of Special Merit for his 
professional assistance with performance 
visas for international artists.  With 
increased security efforts aimed at foreign 
travel and workers, a change in policy was 
necessary to ensure these international 
stars could continue to perform here in the 
U.S.  Lee’s work has helped secure these 
artists and their tour dates here, from local 
and regional concerts to performances at 
the Annual Convention. 
         Our hats off to these local Atlanta 
Chapter members and to their efforts both 
locally and beyond! 

Reminder 

Coming up soon—August 9th, 1:00 pm! 
 

Through the arrangements of organ curator, David Nelms, The 
Metrolina Theatre Organ Society presents Scott Foppiano on the 

Calvary Church 5/205 Möller in Charlotte, NC at 1 pm on Saturday, 
August 9th followed by open console .  

See Upcoming Meeting and Events on Page 6 for details. 
Questions: Call Paul Gelsleichter at 704-502-4545. 



If You Look  Long Enough, 

You Just Might Find It. 
By John Tanner 

 

         Beginning in January of 2006,  I started to write a series 
of articles about the theatres that had pipe organs or some organ 
like instrument,  first in Atlanta and then throughout Georgia. 
This was an effort to chronicle our forgotten early history of the 
Theatre Organ, and also shed a little light on a time that is fast 
approaching being almost ninety years ago. 
         Before my first article appeared in the chapter newsletter,  
there had already been almost thirty years of on and off 
research.  Much of that research was aided by some very dear 
friends, some who are still very active in our chapter, and by 
many who are no longer with us physically,  but whose sprits 
remain a very important aspect of the articles.  For,  without 
their help and encouragement, all the information I have 
gathered would still be out there waiting for someone to search 
out and write about.  
         Because of the continued support from fellow chapter 
members,  I do on occasion,  find new information,  that I 
would like to share with the readers of this newsletter, 
         Recently,  Larry Davis  suggested that I check out a web 
site that had many of the early motion picture and trade 
publications.   I had long suspected that these publications 
would yield some information of these early theatres,  but I 
never had access to a site that had the publications in a 
searchable format on the internet. 
         To say that there might be some information in these 
publications,  would be a gross under statement.  After just the 
first three hours searching this site,  I had found more 
information and images of some of these theatres than I ever 
dreamed would be possible.  In a way, it was like discovering 
King Tut’s Tomb or the great Library of Alexandria. 
         So much new information was found that I am planning 
on a whole series of  articles to share this information with you. 
         I still have another article on the Augusta organs and 
theatres, as well as the theatres in Savannah, of which I have 
made many discoveries in this new material. 
         However, for now I would like to share some images of 
several theatres in Atlanta that I had almost given up hope of 
finding any new information, much less photographs.  Its also 
an excuse so that I will have more time to do the two above 
mentioned articles. 
         The first images are those of the Vaudette Theatre (Feb. 
2006 and Oct. 2007).  Typical of many of the nickelodeon 
theatres of the era,  the elaborate entrance with the arches, 
statues, and cartouche on the top, were actually elements that 
could be bought from a catalog and assembled in front of a 
theatre to make an otherwise drab store front look spectacular. 
         Fortunately,  the Vaudette interior did not disappoint 
patrons once they got past the box office. 
         This interior shot shows the use of stenciling to create a 
trellis floral display  between the arches and on the ceiling to 
give the effect of being in a garden. 
         The Pilcher Organ was installed behind the screen with a 
set of display pipes added later on both sides of the proscenium. 
         The following photographs are of the Montgomery 

Theatre (May 2006),  shortly after it opened in August of 1911.  
This unusual design was more reminiscent of an Ivey League 
dining hall or library. Although the theatre would change 
names several times, The Georgian, The Odeon, its final name 
was appropriately the Tudor Theatre. 
        The original organ make is unknown,  but  close 
inspection of these photographs, reveals that there is a 2-
manual console with angled stop jambs, which would indicate a 
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real pipe instrument located behind the facade pipes above the 
stage. 
         This photo shows  the stage with orchestra of the 
Criterion Theatre ((April 2006).  The Criterion was located on 
Peachtree, just a few doors north of Five Points.   Although I 
had found several photographs of the exterior,   this is the only 
photograph I have found of the interior. Behind the Bass Cello 
player, is the organist and console of the Austin Organ that 
was installed in 1919. 
         Also here is the for sale ad in the Nov 18, 1922 edition of 
the Exhibitors Herald for the organ after the theatre closed in 
September of 1922. Even I didn't expect to find that bit of 
information! 
         Of the theatres that opened in Atlanta during the 1920's,   
one of the most important  was the Metropolitan theatre (Nov. 
2006),  which Sig Samuels opened in 1921 to be a major 
competitor to the Howard theatre just up the street.  Since the 
Metropolitan closed in the early 1930, and was gutted from 

inside the building it was in,  very few photographs exist, and 
those that do, were only a few exterior shots. 
        The first is a photograph of the Metropolitans Marquee,  
showing some of the efforts that theatre managers would use 
to advertise the films. 
        The following photograph is of the  Metropolitans 
interior looking toward the stage. 
        The Metropolitan was designed by architect Claude  K. 
Howell, who at the time was designing many theatres 
throughout  the southeast.   Several of his theatres remain and 
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(Continued from page 4) have been restored.  Most notable here in Georgia,  is the 
Rylander in Americus, the Lucas in Savannah, and  Imperial  
in Augusta.  Like many theatre architects of the time,   
Howell  would use many design elements common to several 
theatres. 
        The Metropolitan,   has many architectural features that 
are found in the Lucas in Savannah and the National in 
Richmond Virginia. 
        Since the Metropolitan was designed primarily to show 
motion pictures,  there was no need for a stage.  There was a 
large orchestra pit in front and the  large Pilcher organ was 
installed behind the screen. 
        The boxes on either side of the proscenium were for 
seating. The grills above the side boxes were for the Typhoon 
air cooling system. 
        The last photograph is a gorgeous shot of a 
neighborhood house.  The Madison in east Atlanta is still 
there. and this is what it looked like when it opened in 1927. 
        A recent post on the internet showed that many of the 
architectural details were still there. under a very heavy coat 
of white paint. 

          When the theatre opened, it boosted of having a pipe 
organ but no make or size was known. However,  recently in 
a publication about East Atlanta it states that the organ was 
later given to  Martha Brown Methodist Church which is near 
by.  The church installed a new organ in 1961 so the 
disposition of the Madison organ is unknown at this time.  
 

Photo Credits: 
 

Photos of the Vaudette and Montgomery from  
Moving Picture World. 

Photos of the Criterion and Metropolitan from  
Exhibitors Herald 

Photos of the Madison from  

Motion Picture News 

 
        Hopefully soon I can get back to the other articles soon,  
but in the meantime I hope you enjoyed these photographs. 
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Upcoming Meetings & Events (Mark your Calendars) 

• August 9, 1-3:30 pm, Calvary Church, 5801 Pineville-Matthews Road in Charlotte, NC 28227 (enter side 
doors at Entrance 3), Scott Foppiano to play the 5/205 Möller (largest church organ ever built) with open 
console to follow. Lunch on your  own at 11:30 am at The Great Wall of China South, 6666 Carmel Road. 
Questions—call Paul Gelsleichter at 704-502-4545. 

• August 17, 3 pm, Marietta Performing Arts Center at Marietta High School for its regular August chapter 
meeting.  The occasion?  The birth of our new musical baby, the Allen LL-324Q-SP featuring  Dolton McAlpin 
at the console. 

• August 23, 7:30 pm, Tivoli Theatre in Chattanooga, TN with Ken Double accompanying the Buster Keaton 
silent film “The General”. 423-642-8497 

Organ for Sale 
• I am selling my Allen MOS1 theatre organ. It's in great shape, has 32 levels of memory, 32-
note pedal board, but its a short one not the AGO standard. $5600 firm. On consignment at Allen 
Organ Studios in Augusta (Phone 706-868-5151). You may email willharris1209@gmail.com or 
call 404-234-0989. I ask that no calls happen after 2300 hrs as I work in public safety.  

Will T. Harris 

Free 
• ATOS Theatre Organ Journal. Issues from 1972 to current. Call Ted Barnett 404-876-0533 

       Kim Crisler, Lady B3 of Minneapolis, classical 
organist, Hammond organist, and theatre organist at the 
Heights Theatre, pays a visit to the Grande Page during 
her trip here to teach at the Gospel Music Workshop of 
America. 


