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ATOS Atlanta

A Letter from your President
MY GRANDMOTHER WOULD HAVE SAID,
“YA DONE GOOD, KID”
My grandmother, Kate Beauchemin was nicknamed “Mamo” by one
of my cousins who, as a wee one couldn’t quite say “Grandma”
correctly. So, Mamo she was. And “Ya done good, kid” was a part of
our familial lexicon growing up and until her passing at 94.

Well gang,th “We done good” on a lot of fronts on the weekend of
March 12 when Clark Wilson presented his absolutely stunningly
brilliant performance providing music for METROPOLIS at the Strand
Theatre in Marietta.
Clark “done good” as you will read in Larry Davis’ excellent review of
the show. The Strand, with Andy Gaines and his outstanding staff
and crew “done good” with a fine-tuned execution of the
production; a delightful pre-show reception with Clark meeting and
greeting attendees; and a terrific night of entertainment. And our
fantastic partnership with the Strand has never been more positive
nor more productive. We are so fortunate to have such wonderful
people with which to work at the Strand Theatre.
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And the Atlanta Chapter “done good” as we were part of a terrific
turnout of nearly 300, with more than 30% of the audience raising
their hands when I asked “Who’s here for silent film with organ
accompaniment for the first time?”
Those folks left the theatre stunned by what that had seen and
heard. I know we will have new members generated from this group
just by the conversations I enjoyed, and by the fact that at least 15
of our extra Theatre Organ journals were scooped up by interested
folks.

ACATOS is recognized as a tax-exempt And there’s more of “We done good,” too. About three weeks ago,
organization under Section 501.c.3 Ron Carter went up to the chambers at the Strand to check on the
of the Internal Revenue Code.
speakers as there had been some construction work done up there.
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In “straightening things out,” Ron decided to remove the “cone
diffusers” from the front of the speaker cabinets. These devices
generally help spread the audio coming out of the speakers directly;
effective especially in some smaller installations.
Oh my word, what a difference this made to the organ. It has never
had the overall clarity of sound; I heard fantastic distinction in the
pedal stops; beautiful clarity in the reed voices; and a beautiful
ensemble in both quiet passages and full organ like I’ve never heard
before. So, Ron? “Ya done good, kid!”

(continued on next page)
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(continued)
Finally, en route to the airport Sunday, Clark Wilson told Larry Davis “I’ve never had such an enjoyable
time at a concert than I’ve had here in Atlanta. It was just great fun, and I felt like I was treated like a
king.” Folks, we indeed “done good” when an artist who travels for a living expresses that sentiment
after a visit.
Our “Southern hospitality” is alive and well. And it is so important that our touring guests leave Atlanta feeling that way because that version of the “artist review,” i.e., how he was treated by his
hosts, gets around. Thus, when we invite performers to come to Atlanta, they know from their peers
that this is a date that is a MUST PLAY on the circuit because the folks in Atlanta treat you right.
As a touring artist, I certainly know how important this is when you are on the road, and so the final
“Ya done good” goes to all who interacted with Clark, and to all of us in the Atlanta Chapter who
make our performers feel welcome and comfortable. And make them want to come back.
Our next chance to do this very thing again is April 23rd when the young and talented David Marsh
plays for us at the Grande Page. You most definitely will want to hear this kid play. I can guarantee
you in advance we will all be saying, “David, ya done good!”

NEW FOX TOURS FOCUS ON MIGHTY MO!
For years, the Fox Theatre has offered tours of the magnificent
building and behind the scenes, but
now there is something new. Starting Monday, March 7th, and continuing the first Monday of each
month – Fox Tours that feature our beloved Mighty Mo!
There will be a “mini-tour” with the history of the Fox,
but then a mini-concert and discussion of the theatre
organ, time for Q and A, and this wonderful opportunity
as the Fox showcases the great Moller pipe organ. Tour
times are at 10 am, 12 noon, 2 pm and 4 pm. The link
below will take you to Fox Theatre Tours, and the wonderful Lucy Raheja will be thrilled to host you.
What a wonderful way to provide a brand new showcase for the great Mighty Mo! Our own Ken Double will
do the honors at Mo, and what a great way to introduce
friends to ATOS and the organ!

https://www.foxtheatre.org/events/upcoming-events/tour-tickets
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David Marsh
April Chapter Meeting
Stephenson High School
Tentatively Scheduled for Saturday, April 23 - 3:00pm
David started playing the organ when he was fourteen years old. Inspired by a video of
Rosemary Bailey on the Roland Atelier, David decided to take up the instrument. An interest
in the theatre organ became apparent throughout the years, and he began pursuing it.

Professionally, David has also enjoyed a career in music education, including teaching
Advanced Music Theory at Villa Park High School in Orange County, California, and has been a
piano teacher since 2016.
David has also served as the Director of Operations for Soli Studios Music, INC, and Executive
Assistant for the Los Angeles Organ Company. David also currently serves as the President of
the Orange County Theatre Organ Society, which maintains the 4/37 Wurlitzer at Plummer
Auditorium in Fullerton, California.
When he is not working, David can be found playing the organ in his home, spending time
with his dog Miles, and has recently taken an interest in gardening. However, he recognizes
that perhaps his talents do not reside in the garden and might be better served in music.
The Atlanta Chapter will be thrilled to see David's hands clean and on the keyboards instead of
"playin' in the dirt." He's an outstanding young talent you will not want to miss!

4

ATOS Atlanta
Metropolis – A Vision Fulfilled
For those of us who were science fiction enthusiasts growing up in the 1950’s, Metropolis
was a film of legend. Very few of us ever had an opportunity to actually see the film and
those who did saw a 90-minute archived version. There were photographs of scenes not
available in any known version, and awareness of a greater story yet to be experienced. It
was a vision, as it were, of a mythic, monumental, ground-breaking motion picture dimly
glimpsed afar off through the mists of time.

In the late 1990’s, the Murnau Foundation and Kino International began a major effort to
find and reassemble the film as originally released. The result was a 124-minute-long print,
first screened here in Atlanta at the Fox Theatre in 2004 during our chapter’s Fabulous Fox
Organ Weekend. Clark Wilson was at the keyboards of the Möller in what was likely the
first time since the 1920’s this film was accompanied live using an organ.
Four years later, a complete, though deteriorated version of the film was found buried in a
warehouse in Argentina and footage from that film and various other prints that had been
found were combined to create what is called The Complete Metropolis, 148 minutes out
of the original 153, and now, a vision that Sci-Fi enthusiasts had seen from afar could be
seen almost completely once again.
And to accompany that film, Clark came here in 2020, only to be met with the pandemicgenerated closure
of the theatre seven hours before it was to be screened. But on Saturday
th
evening, the 12 of March 2022, braving frigid temperatures and having faced the threat of
snow, almost 300 people came to the Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre for an experience in sight and sound. Among those in attendance, a film expert looking forward to seeing the “complete” version, having never heard a film with organ accompaniment; a young
man who had seen this same print two years ago in Germany with a live orchestra, now
wishing to hear it with an organ; a couple who bought tickets after seeing it advertised on
the marquee the week before; and another couple who were at the Square to eat, and saw
it on the marquee that evening and changed their plans to stay and watch.
And no one left disappointed. The digital print was crystal clear, the Allen GW4 – sounding
better than ever with recent improvements in the speakers – was more than up to all the
music demanded by the score and artist. And the artist himself, playing as magnificently as
he ever has, with the unsurpassable transcription of the original score.
What does it mean to accompany a silent film? Well, there are films and there are films.
There are two-reelers, short 20-minute films, most often comedies where the action is
quick, scene changes are frequent, and with a maelstrom of activity. Then there are the full
-length films, around 90 minutes long, and these are the ones that we often see at the
Strand. Clark is a master at accompanying both these kinds of films and has received a lot
of attention for his skill. But then there are the epic films, and a 148-minute film is such a
film. Among them, Metropolis stands at the top in terms of complexity, grandeur, and excitement. The effort involved in transcribing a 2½ hour score for an multi-piece orchestra
(continued on next page)
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(continued)
into a score for the two hands and feet of the organist requires even more knowledge and ability than composing a score. And then there is the challenge of registration for that score. That
makes Clark’s organ accompaniment for this film, in the words of one first-timer, “Stupendous,
unbelievable, unimaginable.”
Everything, the motion picture, the grand organ, Clark and his score, all came together to make
the evening the successful one envisioned by chapter and the Strand two years ago and in its
fulfilment, surpassed all expections. And for all the science fiction enthusiasts there, it was the
fulfilment of a vision held for over sixty years, finally revealing the great film, the full story, and
the grand score. A myth came down to Marietta and in its unfolding, proved itself worthy of all
the expectation.
Larry Davis
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Ron Carter
Chapter Programs and Strand Events
Scheduled for 2022
April 1st Friday 8:00pm Princess Bride - Larry Davis organ pre-show at 7:30pm.
April 10th Sunday 3:00pm Ben Hur - Ken Double organ pre-show at 2:30pm.
Ron Carter accompanies the feature film on the Strand's Mighty Allen Theatre Organ.
April 22nd Friday 8:00pm Titanic - Ron Carter organ pre-show at 7:30pm.
April 23rd Saturday 3:00pm. Chapter meeting at Stephenson HS on the Grande Page with California
theatre organist artist David Marsh.
April 29th Friday 8:00pm Music Man - John McCall organ pre-show at 7:30pm.
May (tentative) Chapter program at the Atlanta Fox with Ken Double at the console of Mighty MO.
Day, time and confirmation TBA
May 27th Friday 8:00pm Guys and Dolls - John McCall organ pre-show at 7:30pm.
June 11th Saturday 3:00pm Chapter Program with Ron Rhode at the Grande Page Stephenson HS in
celebration of Jack Sandow's 100th Birthday
June 19th Sunday 3:00pm Pursuit of Happiness - organ pre-show at 7:30pm TBA.
July 23rd Saturday 3:00pm Chapter Program at River Center in Columbus, Ga on the Chapter's GW4 in
the 2,000 seat Heard Auditorium. Artist TBA.
August 13th Saturday 3:00pm Chapter program on the Grande Page at Stephenson HS with young
artist Ben Forsthoffer.
July 29th Friday 8:00pm South Pacific 8:00pm - Jay Mitchell organ pre-show at 7:30pm.
July 31st Sunday 3:00pm Wings - Eddie Hulsey organ pre-show at 2:30pm
August 26th Friday 8:00pm Mama Mia - John McCall organ pre-show at 7:30pm.
August 27th Saturday 3:00pm Mama Mia - organ pre-show at 2:30pm TBA
August 27th Saturday 8:00pm Mama Mia - organ pre-show at 7:30pm TBA
October 30th Sunday 3:00pm Phantom of the Opera - Jay Mitchell organ pre-show at 2:30pm.
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MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2022 ARE DUE NOW!
This is another not-so-gentle-subtle reminder that it’s time to renew your chapter dues for
2022. Your dues support our monthly meetings; our ability to showcase the Page; the
Strand’s GW 4; the Plaza’s LLQ 321; and the new GW 4 at RiverCenter in Columbus, and so
much more.
For many of you, the generosity in providing that “little extra” over and above the basic
dues is really helpful as we look to bring more of ATOS’ top players to Atlanta. Simply go to
the chapter website: www.atosatlanta.org and renew online safely and easily with your
credit card. You can do that right after you have finished reading this newsletter!!!
Welcome new members!
Wayne Coleman
John Beal
Thanks for the donation!
Ken Double

If you are currently receiving the Atlanta Chapter ATOS newsletter by US Mail, please provide Paul Beavin and Debbie Chambless with your current email address. In an effort to be
both environmentally conscious and financially prudent, our goal is to eliminate paper
newsletters going forward.
Please send your name and email address to:
Paul Beavin
Debbie Chambless

paulhd@charter.net
debbiechambless57@gmail.com
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